Yeltsin foes form common front 

5225£?W(R) 77 Russian conservative and nationalist opponents of 
resident Boris Yeltsin announced on Wednesday they were joining 
Russia and halt a process of mindless reform. A joint 
statement, signed by leaders of parliamentary and non-parliamentary 
groups, announced the formation of the Russian movement “Accord 
to ' w “ l,ss,a ' , The Only significant hardline opposition group not 
r*P™ cnte 9 wa * Vladimir Zhirinovsky’s Liberal Democratic Party. 
Most centrist groups were also missing. The statement said the aims of 
we new movement includes: "To prevent the final collapse of historic 
Kussia, the destruction of the cultural, economic and political ties 
between its equal peoples formed over centdries," and "to stop 
reronns Qust) for the sake of reforms, to stop the disintegration of 
uowestic industry and to protea national markets and capital." The 
wordmg was dearly aimed at the former architect of Russian radical 
reforms, Yegor Gaidar. 
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IAEA: N. Korea refused Yongbyon checks 

VIENNA (R) — The International Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA) 
said on Wednesday North Korea refused to let inspectors carry out 
some checks at one of its nuclear sites at Yongbyon. "As a result of 
this rejection... t£e agency (fa) not in a position to verify that there had 
been no diversion of on dear material at the facility,'' an IAEA 



been agreed were refused at the radiochemical laboratory 
byon,** tire statement said. The IAEA, an ann of die United Nations, 
said it had called a meeting of its board of governors next Monday to 
discuss North Korea. A six-man team erf inspectors returned on 
Tuesday from a trip to North Korea to inspect seven of the Stalinist 
state's declared nuclear plants and briefed agency chiefs on Wednes- 
day. Detailed results of the two- week inspection trip would have rc 
await follow-up analysis in Vienna, the statement added. 
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27 parties sign up for 
S. African polls 

JOHANNESBURG (R) — 
The final deadline for parties 
to sign up for South Africa’s 
first all-race elections in April 
passed on Wednesday with 27 
confirming that they will take 
part. They include Nelson 
Mandela’s African National 
Congress (ANC), widely ex- 
pected to win, and the gov- 
erning National Party, but a 
v spokesman for the Zulu-based 
Inkatha Freedom Party said 
just before tbe deadline that it 
would not register candidates. 
The white right-wing Freedom 
Front of former Defence Chief 
General Constand Viljoen, 
who broke with other white 
rightists boycotting the vote to 
back demands for an Afrikaner 
homeland, met die deadline 
for registering candidates. 
Freedom Front spokesman 
Joseph Oriole, a former mem- 
ber of parliament for tbe pro- 
apartheid Conservative Party, 
said the front would contest all 
national and provincial assem- 
bly seats. 

Kazakhstan ‘fulfilling 
nuclear arms deals* 

ALMA ATA (R) — President 
Nursultan Nazarbayev of 
Kazakhstan said on Wednes- 
day his giant former Soviet 
republic was destroying its nuc- 
lear arsenal according to plan. 
"The world need not wony 
because the republic is demon- 
strating consistency in the mat- 
ter of liquidating nuclear war- 
heads,” he told a small group 
u Western journalists in an 
, interview. Kazakhstan, one of 
four former Soviet republics 
with nuclear arms, has ratified 
the Start-1 arms reduction 
treaty and decided to join the 
nuclear Non-Proliferation 
Treaty, prompting the United 
States to pledge S396 million in 
new economic help. U.S. offi- 
cials say Kazakhstan has 104- 
SS-18 long-range missiles and 
1.040 warheads to go with 
them. 

Slovak president 
forms government 

BRATISLAVA (R) — Slovak 
President Michal Kovac on 
Wednesday installed a new 
government comprised of 
members of the five parties 
that engineered a no- 
confidence vote to oust Prime 
Minister Vladimir Meciar. 
Leaders of the broad coalition 
earlier this week chose former 
Foreign Minister Jozef Morav- 
dk to replace Mr. Meciar as 
prime minister. Mr. Kovac 
swore in the 17 new cabinet 
members at the ceremony in 
Bratislava castle. 

J Tunisia enters 
‘post-oil era* 

TUNIS (R) — Tunisia said 
Wednesday it had entered die 
post-oil era after it spent more 
on oil imports in 1993 than it 
earned from oil exports. Eco- 
nomy Minister Sadok Rabeh 
$ aid it was the first time in 
more than 20 years that Tuni- 
sia had registered a deficit in 
the oil account. "Starting in 
3994, Tunisia enters the post- 
oil era," he told reporters. 
Official figures showed a 1993 
deficit in the oil account of 22.9 
million dinars (S23 million) in 
1992, it showed a surplus of 
141.3 million dinars ($142 mil- 
lion). Tunisia traditionally pro- 
duces over five million tonnes 
of oil a year. To satisfy domes- 
tic needs, it has been importing 
certain varieties of crude and 
refined oils. At the same time, 
it has been exporting varieties 
. of its. own. 

Bran holds war 
games in Gulf 

NICOSIA (AP) — Iran’s navy 
Wednesday began three days 
of manoeuvres in the Gulf and 
the Sea of Oman to test the 
force’s fighting power, the Isla- 
mic Republic News Agency 
flRNA) reported. IRNA 
quoted Alireza Tangsiri, a nav- 
d commander, as saying the 
var games were simulating 
ittacks on enemy forces.. He 
aid marines and frogmen were 
aking part in the manoeuvres, 
»hich he said would help ev- 
luate "the combat power” of 
le force and "the efficiency of 

5mm unication systems.” The 

;ency said the exercise is 
)de-named “Shahamat." 
IN A said 


Clinton, Rabin urge 

PLO and Syria to 
return to peace talks 


Little details i 
White House 

WASHINGTON (Agencies) 
— Israeli Prime Minister Yit- 
zhak Rabin and President Bill 
Clinton on Wednesday called 
on Palestinian leader Yasser 
Arafat and President Hafez Ai 
Assad of Syria to reopen peace 
negotiations with Israel. 

After a meeting with Mr. 
Rabin, Mr. Clinton said 1994 
still can be a year for peace in 
the Middle East. But, he said, 
“we are further from that 
peace than we expected a 
month ago.” 

Mr. Rabin seemed to hold 
ont the prospect of concessions 
if Mr. Assad would end his 
three-week boycott. 

"We are ready to negotiate 
peace with Syria,” Mr. Rabin 
said. "There must be give and 
take on both sides." 

President Bill Clinton en- 
couraged the overture. He said 
he had talked by telephone a 
few days ago to Assad and is 
convinced “he wants to make 
peace with Israel.” 

Mr. Rabin and Mr. Clinton, 
at a joint news conference, 
called on Palestine Liberation 
Organisation (PLO) leader 
Aridat and President Assad to 
reopen peace negotiations stal- 


emerge of 
meeting 

led after the massacre of 
dozens of Palestinians by a 
Jewish extremist Feb. 25. 

Mr. Rabin had vowed in the 
past not to "go down” from tbe 
Golan. But he declined to reaf- 
firm that stand in an exchange 
with a reporter. 

“This is an issue to be 
addressed between Syria and 
Israel,” be said. 

Then, at a joint news confer- 
ence with Mr. Clinton, he said: 
"We know that as we engage in 
serious and authoritative nego- 
tiations the point will come 
where painful decisions will 
have to be made. The promise 
of peace and its genuine be- 
nefits... justitifies making such 
decisions vis-a-vis Syria.” 

“We will stand ready to do 
what is required of us if the 
Syrians are ready to do what is 
required of them,” Mr. Rabin 
said. 

“Peace with Syria has always 
been our strategic choice,” he 
said. 

Mr. Rabin vowed, mean- 
while, to overcome difficulties 
that have snagged Mideast 
negotiations “and reach the 

(Continued on page 5) 


Peres: 

Some steps 
possible 

TEL AVTV (Agencies) — 
Israel might take additional 
steps in Hebron to meet 
Palestinian security concerns 
after the mosque massacre, but 
must resume negotiations to 
discuss them. Foreign Minister 
Shimon Peres said Wednesday. 

He stressed that getting talks 
restarted with Syria, also sus- 
pended after the February 
massacre, were a priority of 
the meeting Wednesday be- 
tween Prime Minister Yitzhak 
Rabin and President Bill Clin- 
ton in Washington. 

"We can take additional 
steps in Hebron.” Mr. Peres 
told told a briefing of Euro- 
pean correspondents, but 
added that Palestinian requests 
for removing the settlers in 
Hebron and introducing armed 
international observers were 
impossible. 

He said the supreme court 
would rule as illegal any 
attempt by the government to 
remove the Jewish settlements 
in Hebron. Other cabinet 
ministers had voiced support 

(Coothuicd on page 5) 


One killed and 60 wounded 
by Israelis in Hebron, Gaza 


HEBRON, Occupied West 
Bank (Agencies) — One 
Palestinian was killed and at 
least 30 were wounded in 
clashes with soldiers that 
erupted Wednesday when the 
army briefly lifted a 20-day 
curfew imposed after last 
month's massacre. Another 30 
were wounded in dashes else- 
where in the occupied territor- 
ies. 

Troops shot Amjad Awawi, 
22, in the neck, offidals at Alia 
hospital said. Ten other youths 
were woundqd by rubber bul- 
lets in the legs, they said. 

Another 20 people were tre- 
ated for injuries, tear-gas and 
inhalation, they said. 

A running battle broke out 
between about 200 youths 
throwing stones and soldiers 
responding with tear-gas and 
rubber bullets about 30 mi- 


nutes after the curfew was 
lifted at 1 p.m. (1100 GMT) 
and continued for over three 
hours, Palestinian reporters 
said. 

The army confirmed the 
clash, but reported no deaths 
or injuries. 

Israel has barred Hebron's 

110,000 residents from leaving 
their homes since Feb. 25, 
when settler Baruch Goldstein 
massacred dozens of Palesti- 
nians. The curfew is lifted 
sometimes for up to two hours 
to allow residents to buy food. 

The clashes erupted 
Wednesday near Beit Hadas- 
sah, the oldest of six Jewish 
enclaves holding 450 letters. 
Palestinian proporteis said. 

In the Gaza Strip, Palesti- 
nian reporters said 30 youths 
were wounded in Jabaliya re- 
fugee camp in similar dashes 
with the army. 


Offidals at the U.N. Relief 
and Works Agency (UNRWA) 
clinic in Gaza said soldiers 
barged in and barked insults at 
nurses during the clashes. 

The army confirmed the 
dashes in Jabaliya, but had no 
comment about the UNRWA 
inddent. 

The dashes broke out over 
the (tilling, by Israeli border 
police, of an activist of the 
Popular Front for the Libera- 
tion of Palestine (PFLP) in a 
gun figfit on Tuesday. 

Ahmad Muheisen, 22, a 
member of the PFLP’s Red 
Eagles group, was from 
Jabalya. 

Offidals at Gaza’s Shi fa hos- 
pital said all the wounded were 
from the camp, home to some 

60,000 Palestinian refugees . 
There were no reports of 
casualties among Israeli sol- 
diers. 


Palestinian probe finds troops 
had role in mosque bloodbath 


HEBRON, occupied West 
Bank (Agencies) — Arab 
judges and lawyers investigat- 
ing the Hebron massacre said 
Wednesday they believe sol- 
diers played a role in the 
deaths at the mosque, despite 
testimony to the contrary by 
Israeli officers. 

"Soldiers had a role in the 
massacre, 'because they shot 
inside the mosque and in the 
area outside. They also killed 
Palestinians near the hospital 
and the cemetery,” said Abdul 
Ghani Awawi, a lawyer on the 
11-member Palestinian panel 
investigating the Feb. 25 mas- 
sacre. 

The Hebron lawyer said that 
after interviewing over 70 wit- 
nesses, the panel had reached 
the same conclusion as the 
Israeli military that 34 people 
had been shot dead the day of 
the massacre. Their complete 
report is due within three 
weeks. 

The key discrepancies to 
date revolve around Palesti- 
nian claims that army gunfire 
was responsible for at least one 
death in the mayhem as wor- 
shippers tried to escape the 
mosque. 

The Palestine Liberation 
Organisation (PLO) count puts 
28 killed inside the mosque by 


American-born settler Baruch 
Goldstein, one right outside 
the mosque by army gunfire, 
one in die cemetery nearby 
and four in the crowds that 
gathered outside the Ahii Hos- 
pital treating scores of wound- 
ed. 

Israeli Major General Dan- 
ny Yatom, the top officer re- 
sponsible for the West Bank, 
and other officers testified at 
the opening of the Israeli in- 
quiry last week that Goldstein 
killed 29 inside the mosque, 
while army fire brought down 
four outside the hospital and 
one in a neighbourhood behind 
tbe mosque. 

Gen. Yatom denied reports 
that soldiers had opened fire at 
the crowds trying to flee the 
gunfire. He said only that sol- 
diers fired in the air inside the 
mosque, lodging a few bullets 
in tbe ceiling. 

Witness accounts are often 
contradictory and difficult to 
piece together. But three 
Palestinian witnesses said Diab 
Karaki, 23, was shot by sol- 
diers as he fled from the mos- 
que. 

"I saw him running out of 
the mosque, and I saw five 
Israeli soldiers chasing him. I 
saw at least three soldiers 
shooting at him from behind,” 


said Zuhaira Abu Mayala, 35, 
whose house is about 300 
metres from tbe mosque. Two 
relatives said they saw the 
same thing. 

One of the wounded, Amin 
Khalil Joulani, 17, said he was 
also shot in the legs by soldiers 
at the mosque entrance. 

Speaking from bed at home,- 
Jouiani said he was hit once in 
the leg by army gunfire when 
he ran forward to try to save a 
boy lying on the stairs leading 
out of the mosque. 

"Soldiers shot again at the 
crowd of Palestinians trying to 
get inside the mosque, and I 
was hit by another bullet in my 
right leg,” said Joulani. 

Women who were praying 
elsewhere in the mosque have 
said repeatedly that soldiers 
fired into the air and at wor- 
shippers running in panic. 

The soldiers on duty at the 
mosque are due to testify 
Thursday to the Israeli inquiry 
commission, which Palesti- 
nians are boycotting. 

“We decided to boycott the 
inquiry commission because 
the Israelis cannot be both the 
enemy and the judge,” said 
Hassan Tahboub, head of the 
Islamic High Committee that 

(Continued on page 5) 



His Royal Hjghnpw Crown Prince Hassan meets with Jordanian p e a ceke epers in Croatia (Photo 
by Bongos) 

Jordanians to operate U.S. 
anti- artillery radar in Bosnia 

Crown Prince ends visit to Croatia 


By a Jordan Times 
Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — A unit of tbe 
Armed Forces left for 
Sarajevo to serve in the 
U.N. peacekeeping force in 
former Yugoslavia where 
the unit's soldiers will oper- 
ate advanced U.S. radars 
stations and equipment to 
trace artillery, the Jordan 
News Agency, Petra, said. 

The dispatch of the unit, 
the latest Jordanian group 
to join tbe U.N. force in 
former Yugoslavia, came 
after tbe U.S. Defence De- 
partment announced in 
Washington, that it was 
leasing counter-battery 
radars to tbe U.N. for use 
in Bosnia-Herzegovina. 

Defence department 
spokeswoman Kathleen de- 
Laski said the lease of the 
three AN/TPQ-36 counter- 
artillery radars and two 
AN/TPQ-37 counter- 
mortar radars will be for a 
period of 10 months. But 


she indicated that the $1.2- 
million contract “could be 
renewed.'* These radars 
are used to pin-point the 
source of incoming artillery 
and mortar fire. 

She said a 60-person de- 
tachment of _ Jordanians 
assigned to the U.N. Pro- 
tection Force (UNPRO- 
FOR) will operate the 
radars in Bosnia after com-* 
pieting a refresher training 
course in Germany offered 
by U.S. military personnel. 

The equipment and oper- 
ators are expected to be 
operational in Bosnia in 
about 20 days, according to 
Ms. deLaski. The location 
of the radars will be up to 
UNPROFOR officials, she 
said. 

Asked if any other U.S. 
equipment will be sent to 
Bosnia, the spokesman 
said, "nothing else is in the 
works right now.” 
'Meanwhile, KBs Royal 
Highness Crown Prince 
Hassan on Wednesday con- 


cluded a visit to former 
Yugoslavia. The Crown 
Prince’s last stop was in 
Croatia, where be also be- 
gan the visit on Monday. 

The Crown Prince met 
with some of the 3,000 
Jordanian securitymen 
serving with the U.N. 
force: 

On Tuesday. Prince Has- 
san visited Sarajevo and 
held a meeting with Bos- 
nian President Abja Izetbe- 
govic. 

Earlier the Crown Prince 
met with Croatian Presi- 
dent Franjo Tudjman, 
Yasushi Akashi, the U.N. 
special envoy to the former 
Yugoslavia, and the new 
UNPROFOR commander. 
General Bertrand de Lap- 
resle. 

Prince Hassan was 
accompanied on tbe visit by 
IBs Royal Highness Prince 
Abdullah Ben Al Hussein 
and Minister of State for 
Foreign Affairs Talal Al 
Hassan. 


Aziz 

lobbies 

Security 

Council 

members 

UNITED NATIONS (Agen- 
cies) — Iraq’s Deputy Prime 
Minister Tareq Aziz was meet- 
ing individual Security Council 
members Wednesday in a bid 
to convince them to lift oil 
sanctions against his country 
this year. 

Mr. Aziz, officially in New 
York for high-level technical 
talks with uTn. arms offidals. 
was seeking assurances the 
council will ease or lift sanc- 
tions if Iraq continues to comp- 
ly with U.N. weapons de- 
mands. diplomats said. 

France’s ambassador, Jean- 
Bernard Merimee, the current 
council president, said Mr. 
Adz had not asked for a full 
meeting but was seeing ambas- 
sadors individually. 

The United States, which 
has fee most hardline position on 
tbe council, was expected to 
reject any direct talks with Mr. 
Aziz, as U.S.' Ambassador 
Madeleine Albright did last 
time he was in New York late 
last year. 

An Iraqi newspaper 
Wednesday demanded that the 
Security Council lift the sanc- 
tions. 

The daily Al Jumhcuriya 
said Baghdad had fulfilled all 
its obligations to dismantle 
weapons of mass destruction. 

Despite this, the Security 
Council had not fulfilled its 
own obligation to remove tfr ? 
sanctions, the newspaper 
added. It dubbed this a 
"dangerous game." 

Russia is pushing the council 
to acknowledge Iraqi coopera- 
tion with U.N. weapons in- 
spectors when it renews sanc- 
tions against the Baghdad gov- 
ernment Triday. 

A senior Russian diplomat, 
speaking on* condition of 
anonymity, said Tuesday in 
New York that Moscow was 
not seeking an easing or lifting 
of the sanctions, in effect since 
Iraq's invasion of Kuwait in 
August 1990. 

But Russia does want the 
council to be more objective 
and note publicly that Iraq has 

(Continued on page 5) 


Jordanian bank to reopen 
Ramallah branch this month 


Stage set 
for Sudan 
peace talks 

NAIROBI (R) — Sudan’s 
military president met his Ke- 
nyan counterpart in Nairobi on 
Wednesday on the eve of talks 
with southern Sudanese rebels 
to end almost 11 years of civil 
war in Africa’s largest country. 

Officials said Kenyan Presi- 
dent Daniel Arap Moi wel- 
comed Lieutenant General 
Omar Hassan Al Bashir at 
Jomo Kenya tta International 
Airport and they held prepara- 
tory talks at the state house. 

Ethiopian President Meles 
Zenawi also flew into Kenya 
on Wednesday for the peace 
talks organised by himself and 
Mr. Moi and tbe presidents of 
Eritrea and Uganda, who ar- 
rive on Thursday. 

A Foreign Ministry spokes- 
woman said informal consulta- 
tions between Gen. Bashir, the 
host presidents and rebel lead- 
ers open on Thursday morning 
before formal negotiations in 
the afternoon. 

Tbe Nairobi meetings will be 
the fifth set of talks since 1989 
to end the civil war between 
the north and south. Over 

500,000 people have been kil- 
led and four million displaced. 

Efforts to relaunch talks in 
Nairobi in February stalled 
when Gen. Bashir did not turn 
up. 

“The fact Bashir arrived is a 
good sign,” said Phil O’Brien, 
head of Operation Lifeline 
Sudan, the U.N.-led umbrella 
aid organisation. 

The leaders of Kenya, 
Ethiopia, Eritrea and Uganda 
make up tbe Inter- 
Goveramental Authority on 
Drought and Development. 


By P.V. Vivekanand 

_ Jordan Times Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — The Bank of Jor- 
dan, the Kingdom’s second 
largest commercial bank, is ex- 
pected to reopen a branch in 
Ramallah in the occupied West 
Bank later this month. It will 
be tbe first Jordanian bank to 
do so in line with agreements 
that Jordan has readied with 
tiie Palestine Liberation Orga-. 
nisation and Israel,- offidals 
said Wednesday. 

Reports from occupied Jeru- 
salem said the Bank of Jordan 
received an Israeli licence to 
reopen the Ramallah branch, 
and that other Jordanian banks 
which have also received pre- 
liminary licences from the Cen- 
tral Bank of Jordan (CBJ) 
would soon receive Israeli li- 
cences. 

A senior CBJ official said 
the Israeli government, in line 
with a memorandum of under- 
standing the Bank of Israel 
signed with the CBJ on Dec. 1, 
was issuing tbe licences on a 
case- by-case basis. 

Hie official, who preferred 
anonymity, said the CBJ had 
given the green light to the 
Bank of Jordan to reopen die 
Ramallah branch and expected' 
other banks which already 
have tbe Central Bank's pre- 
liminary approval to receive 
their Israeli licences soon. 

The CBJ issued preliminary 
approvals in February to five 
banks to reopen eight brandies 
in the occupied West Bank and 
Gaza Strip. Apart from the 
Bank of Jordan, they include, 
tbe Arab Bank, the Jordan 
National Bank, the Jordan- 
Gulf Bank and the Arab Land 
Bank. 


Officials have said the CBJ 
role in tbe banking and monet- 
ary affairs was warranted 
since the Jordanian dinar will 
be in circulation in the occu- 
pied territories and it was up to 
die Palestinians to dedde what 
would be their “legal tender.” 

Offidals at these banks said 
they expected soon to follow 
die Bank of Jordan in reopen- 
ing one branch each in tbe 
occupied territories. 

Mohammad Ali Ibrahim, 
deputy chairman of the Bank 
of Jordan, told the Jordan 
News Agency, Petra, that 
Bank of Jordan Chairman 
Fayez Abul Aynein was in the 
occupied West Bank to super- 
vise the reopening of the 
Ramallah branch next week. 

Yahya Kadamani, a member 
•of the Bank of Jordan board of 
directors, was quoted as saying 
in occupied Jerusalem that the 
bank hoped to reopen eight 
other branches in the West 
Bank and Gaza Strip in the . 
next few months to offer com- 
mercial loans and finance 
housing projects. 

Eight Jordanian banks had 
31 branches in the West Bank 
and Gaza Scrip when Israel 
occupied the territories in the 
1967 war, prompting the clo- 
sure of the banks. 

One of them, Cairo Amman 
Bank, was allowed to reopen 
under strict Israeli control in 
1986. Now that bank operates . 
seven branches in the occupied 
lands, but its functions were 
mostly limited to those of an 
exchange house since Israeli 
preconditions for credit facili- 
ties are too cumbersome. 

The Dec. 1 Jordan- Israel 
memo cleared die way for the 
reopening of all dosed bran- 


ches of Jordanian ranks in the 
occupied territories and for 
their operations ' under the 
rules and regulations set by 
CBJ rather than the Bank of 
Israel as was the case with 
Cairo- Amman. 

The Cairo-Amman Bank 
will now shed its linkage with 
the Bank of Israel and come 
under the direct super/ision 
and control of the CBJ. 

All reopened branches of 
Jordanian banks are now only 
obliged to send monthly re- 
turns to the Bank of Israel. 

Zeev Abeles, supervisor of 
banks at the Bank of Israel, 
was quoted as saying by Reu- 
ters that “there will not be 
limits on what kind of banking 
business" that the reopened 
branches could conduct. 

Yoav Lehman, a spokesman 
for the Israeli central bank, 
told the Associated Press: "We 
see the banks as a very crucial 
element in promoting the local 

economy of the (occupied) ter- 
ritories, both in generating in- 
vestments and enhancing the 
standard of living.” 

The CBJ official was non- 
committal when asked whether 
Jordan favoured quid; reopen- 
ing of all branches' of the King- 
dom’s commercial banks in die 
West Bank and Gaza Strip 
closed since 1967. 

Other offidals have said that 
Jordan favoured a gradual 
reopening of the branches, 
starting with one or two in the 
initial phase. 

"There is a process and pro- 
cedures for reopening the 
branches and we will follow 
them,” said the offidal. 

The first wholly Palestinian 

(Continued on page 5)' 
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Bomb defused at 
east Beirut school 


BEIRUT (Agencies) — Army 
sappers defused a bomb ai a 
school in Christian easi Beirut 
on Wednesday, the latesr in a 
scries of bombings or artemp- 
.ted bombings in Christian 
areas of Lebanon, security 
sources said. 

The device was a wired 60- 
mm mortar bomb wrapped as a 
gift and placed at the entrance 
of the Taraqqi (progress) 
school. It was the second bomb 
dismantled in Beirut in a week. 

Last Wednesday police dis- 
mantled a six-kilogramme 
bomb wrapped as a gift and left 
a: the entrance to the French. 
Cultural Centre in the Christ- 
ian port of Jounieh. 

On Feb. 27 a bomb made of 
two wired 82-mm mortar 
bombs exploded in a Jounieh 
church, killing 10 people and 
wounding about 60. 

The bombing campaign has 
caused alarm in Lebanon, par- 
ticularly among the influential 
Christian minority, and the 
government said "on Tuesday 
127 people had been arrested 
.in connection with the attacks. 

"People are getting really 
scared. I even feel afraid to 
leave my house most of the 
time," said a Christian custom- 
er relations officer for a foreign 
company. 

The government said the 127' 
suspects were arrested in va- 
rious parts of the country, in- 
cluding Palestinian refugee 
cumps. 

In the southern port of 
Sidon, army explosives experts 
dismantled on Tuesday night a 
300-gram me explosive charge 
in a tape recorder placed in 
front of a car showroom, secur- 
ity sources said. 

Many military checkpoints 
have been reinforced as part of 
security measures to counter 
the bombing campaign and 


troops and police and guarding 
mosques and churches" on holy 
days. 

Despite the security mea- 
sures. a hand grenade ex- 
ploded near the British embas- 
sy in east Beirut on Sunday 
causing minor damage. 
Another grenade exploded on 
Monday near a restaurant in an 
Armenian suburb of the capit- 
al. 

In December a track-bomb 
wrecked the Falange Party 
headquarters in east Beirut, 
killing three people and 
wounding 130. 

Authorities have not yet 
named any suspects but Prime 
Minister Rafik Ai Hariri stres- 
sed Tuesday that tight security 
measures would continue “un- 
til the terrorism and sabotage 
networks and elements thre- 
atening the country's security 
are uncovered.** a cabinet 
statement said. 

It did not make clear if those 
rounded up were linked to the 
church bombing but said the 
security meeting discussed in- 
vestigations into the blast and 
“the resulting arrests and raids 
on suspects and those accused 
of (previous) bombings." 

Criminals pardoned after the 
197S-90 civil war under a 
general amnesty for war crimes 
will be kept under surveillance 
and may be “pursued for all 
the crimes they have commit- 
ted including those covered by 
the amnesty,'* the statement 
added. 

Lebanon's official National 
New Agency quoted security 
officials as saying there were 
about 600 people in. Lebanon 
“who worked in the field of 
explosives." for militias that 
ruled the country by the gun 
until they were disbanded in 
1990. 


U.S. gunship crash 
kills 7; six survive 


NAIROBI (AP) — Seven 
crewmen who died when a 
U.S. Air Force gnnship 
crashed off Kenya migh t have 
tried to parachute too late, 
U.S. military officials said. 

Lieutenant-Colonel Mike 
Gannon, speaking from the 
scene, said six crew. survived, 
including three who stayed in 
the Spectre gunship when it 
ditched in the Indian 1 Ocean 
late Monday 120 kilometres 
north of Mombasa and just 180 
metres offshore. 

Army Colonel. 1 Steve 
Rausch, a U.S. spokesman in 
Mogadishu, said die AC-130H 
gunship had taken off minutes 
earlier from Mombasa's Moi 
international airport for a sur- 
veillance mission. - 
I Some parachutes, found 
floating in the sea, had been 
opened, indicating the dead 
crewmen might hove attemp- 
ted to jump when the aircraft 
was too low over the water. 
Col. Gannon said. 

- Crewmen do not normally 
iwear parachutes in the 
crowded aircraft and would 
have needed time to put them 
on. and make their way to 
emergency exists. Col. Gan- 
non' said. By the time some 
did, he said the plane may have 
be.en so low there wasn't 
enough time for the parachutes 
to deploy. 

The names of all 14 
crewmembers were withheld 
pending notification of their ' 
families. The plane and its 
crew were from the air force’s 
16th Special Operations 
Squadron, based at Hurlburt 
Field in Florida. 

The survivors were in good 
condition. Col. Gannon said. 
Three were flown to a hospital 
on a U.S. Navy ship off Moga- 


dishu and three were taken to 
Mombasa. 

Col. Rausch said prelimin- 
ary indications pointed to en- 
gine failure as the cause of the 
crash. He said no distress call 
was heard from the stricken, 
plane in either Mombasa- or 
Mogadishu. - 

The pilot attempted to ditch 
the aircraft in the sea, said Col. 
Gannon. 

Three splashed ashore 
through a snake-infested la- 
goon towards the lights of a 
seaside hotel. Three others 
were injured but picked up by 
the Korean trawler Aldria 
Eight. 

* “The crew reported there 
was an explosion — we don’t 
know whether it was an engine 
or not — and they were going 
to hate to ditch the aircraft,” 
Col. Gammon said. 

The gnnship bad just taken 
off from Mombasa for a two- 
hour flight to Mogadishu be- 
fore a six-hour patrol protect- 
ing U.S. forces withdrawing 
from Somalia. 

It was the worst incident 
involving U.S. forces in Soma- 
lia since 18 U.S. soldiers were 
killed in battles in Mogadishu 
on Oct. 3 with warlord 
Mohammad Farah Aideed’s 
militiamen. 

“It is always a tragedy when 
a plane goes down especially 
towards the end of a mission 
but there is still a mission and 
that mission will continue,” 
said Col. Gammon, adding, 
that the remaining three 
gunships would continue night-' 
ly flights over Mogadishu until 
the U.S. withdrawal is com- 
pleted. 

Witnesses said fire streamed 
from the rear of the plane 
shortly before it plunged into 
the sea. 


Moscow 

pursues 

Mideast 

comeback 


MOSCOW (R) — Russia, 
stepping back firmly into the 
drive for peace in the Middle 
East, said on Tuesday the lead- 
ers of two main protagonists. 
Israel and the Palestine Libera- 
tion Organisation (PLO). 
would separately visit Moscow 
next month. 

Viktor Gokitidze. deputy 
head of the Foreign Ministry's 
Middle East Department, told 
a news conference PLO leader 
Yasser Arafat and Israeli 
Prime Minister Yitzhak Rabin 
had both accepted invitations 
from President Boris Yeltsin. 

Mr. Gokitidze said the PLO * 
chairman had been invited to 
come to Moscow on April 19 
and Mr. Rabin on April 24-26. 

'“The invitations were 
accepted with gratitude and 
we... consider that on these 
dates we will receive the lead- 
ers of the PLO and Israel in 1 
Moscow." he said. 

If Mr. Rabin's visit comes 
off. it will be the-first visit of an 
* Israeli leader to Moscow since 
the reestablishment of di- 
plomatic ties in the dying days 
'of the Soviet Union. 

The United States and Mos- 
cow co-sponsored the historic 
Madrid Forum in 1991 which 
initiated the Israeli-Arab nego- 
tiations. But since then Russia 
has effectively ignored the 
Middle East, at least publicly. 

But last week Foreign Minis- 
ter Andrei Kozyrev paid a 
lightning visit to Israel and 
Tunis, where he met Mr. Ara-. 
fat. to press the two sides to 
resume negotiations, on im- 
plementing the PLO-Israel 
peace deal signed in Washing- 
ton last September. 

The negotiations, intended 
to lead to Palestinian self-rule 
in parts of the West Bank and 
the Gaza Strip, stopped after a 
Jewish settler massacred about 
60 Palestinian worshippers in a 
Hebron mosque on Feb. 25. 

Mr. Gokitidze. who accom- 
panied Mr. Kozyrev, said that 
both the PLO and Israel were 
ready to resume peace talks. 
“We" saw that both Israeli and 
Palestinians are ready to re- 
sume (the) peace process." he 
said. 

.Moscow is clearly trying : to 
use its Soviet heritage — close 
ties with the PLO — to boost 
its world image and back its 
increasingly assertive foreign 
policy. 

In former Yugoslavia. Mos- 
cow is using its special relations 
with fellow-orthodox Serbs to 
highlight its own role in efforts 
to stop bloodshed there. 

“We are able to do some 
things better. Other things 
they (the United States) can do 
better." Mr.- Gokitidze said. 

“We have always worked 
closer with the PLO... 1 am 
sure that the PLO leader and 
our friends in its leadership 
have a certain level of trust in 
us because of personal con- 
tacts" 

He said Mr. Arafat wanted 
to link the resumption of talks 
to the adoption of a U.N. 
Security Council resolution de- 
nouncing the Hebron killings. 

“We said we fully shared 
concerns of the Palestinians 
and that this resolution should 
be passed without any delay. ' 
The resolution is an effective 
measure to unbloc the situa- 
tion and promote talks." the 
Russian diplomat said. 

U.S. envoy Dennis Ross and 
Mr. Arafat met on Tuesday in 
Tunis but PLO officials said 
the meeting failed to achieve a 
breakthrough because the U.S. 
envoy could not give sufficient 
commitments on security mea- 
sures for Palestinians in occu- 
pied territories. 



An Israeli soldier threatens a Palestinian woman in the Jabalya camp in the occupied Gaza Strip 
(AFP photo) 

Israel prepared to accelerate 
talks with PLO, Rabin says 


WASHINGTON (USIA) — 
Israeli Prime Minister Yitzhak 
Rabin says his government is 
anxious to resume peace talks 
with the Palestine Liberation 
Organisation (PLO). 

Despite the Feb. 25 mas- 
sacre in a West Bank mosque 
by an extremist Jewish settler, 
“there can be no departure 
from the course of negotiation 
with the Palestinians,” Mr. 
Rabin said in a March 15 
address to the American- 
Israeli Public Affairs Commit- 
tee (AIPAQ. “It is time to get 
bade to the negotiating table.” 

Mr. Rabin is on an official 
two-day visit to Washington, 
during which be was scheduled 
to meet with President Bill 
Clinton, Secretary of State 
Warren Christopher, Defence 
Secretary William Percy and 
other U.S. officials. 

Addressing AIPAC, Mr. 
Rabin once again condemned 
die February attack on Muslim 
worshippers in Hetiranl.’This 
murder is foreign 4o Judaism 
— and has shamed the Jewish 
people and Zionism,” he said. 

The prime minister also 
pointed out that attacks hate 
taken the lives of 33 Israelis 
and wounded “hundreds'* 
more since the Sept. 13 signing 
of the Israel-PLO declaration 
of principles. 

"in spite of these, we, the 
Israeli government, stood firm 
in our position that ‘we will 
fight terrorism on the one 
hand, we will continue the 
peace negotiations on the 
other,” Mr. Rabin said. “And 
I believe this should be the 
main message, especially to- 
day, as the terrorist attacks 
continue and blood continues 
to be shed.” 

Following are excerpts from 
Mr. Rabin’s prepared remarks: 

We are destined to live 
together, Arabs and Jews, in 
Israel and in the territories — 
although fanatics from both 
sides may from time to time 
stage attacks in an attempt to 
destroy this reality. The truth, 
however, must be said: We 
Israelis have suffered more, 
much more, from terrorist vio- 
lence. But we also recognise 
the pain of the Palestinians. 
All human agony, all suffering, 
is close to our hearts. 

There is no difference be-' 
tween the tears of bereaved 
mothers. 

It is possible that the villain 
who pulled the murderous trig- 
ger may not have been insane 


in the clinical sense, but the 
terrible act was that of some- 
one deranged, and in our 
hearts we have only deep con- 
tempt for his vicious act. In 
fact, almost the entire Knesset, ■ 
coalition and opposition alike, 
united in condemning the mur- 
der. 

This murder is foreign to 
Judaism — and has shamed the 
Jewish people and Zionism. 

■ At the same time, we cannot 
forget the murderous bloody 
acts of terrorist fanatics who 
shot Jewish worshippers who 
stood in prayer in the synago- 
gues of Istanbul, Paris, Am- 
sterdam and Rome. The same 
denunciation should have been 
expressed by the Arab parties; 
however, most remained si- 
lent. 

We are proud of pur demo- 
cracy; there are few like it in 
the world. Every citizen of 
Israel has the right to express 
his opinion in a democratic 
way, to oppose or to support 
the government's policy. There 
are those who claim that our 
democratic system is weaker 
than other systems of govern- 
ment in the world. I say to 
them we will defend democra- 
cy and its principles. Indeed, 
we have already taken signifi- 
cant legal steps against extrem- 
ists, to achieve exactly that. 
This past Sunday, the govern- 
ment outlawed these groups, a 
very unusual but necessary 
step. 

We will not allow anyone in 
the state of Israel, or in the 
territories, no matter who he 
may be or what position he 
holds, to determine or change 
the policy of government — 
any government — through 
blackmail of the trigger or fake 
messianic claims. 

I must clarify to our Palesti- 
nian partners: The feeling of 
loss and sorrow in the wake of 
the Hebron tragedy will not 
change our fundamental posi- 
tions regarding the security of 
the state of Israel and its 
citizens, including the Jewish 
residents in Judea, Samaria 
and the Gaza Strip. We have 
no intention of compromising 
on any security matters. Our 
security is also your security, 
and the basic guarantee of the 
success of peace. I say to you 
today: No bullet, no knife, no 
Molotov cocktail, no stone, 
will undermine our commit- 
ment to peace and security. 

As horrendous as the mur- 
der in Hebron was. there can 


be no departure from the 
course of negotiations with the 
Palestinians. It is time to get 
back to the negotiating table. * 

To all those who still have 
doubts regarding the state of 
Israel’s commitment to peace, 

I say, in a loud, dear voice: Do 
not be mistaken. We will con- 
tinue making peace with the 
Palestinians on the basis of 
-declaration of prinriples which 
v..>s signed in Washington and. 
the Cairo agreement. Indeed, 
we are ready to accelerate' the 
talks and the contacts and the 
negotiations. Indeed, we are 
working on it during this veiy 
-day, with the distance of the 
U.S. administration. _ * 

I believe that we are near 
conclusion of the Gaza- Jericho 
stage in the negotiations for 
peace. We already see die fin- 
ish line. A little more effort, 
and we w01 begin to ia;. “.o 
actual foundations cf peace for. 
our children — ours and the* 
Palestinians.' We have ho other 
path, only that of peace. 

As you know. President 
Clinton met with President 
Assad in Geneva in January. 
Out of this event came signs of 
hope that we intend to explore 
carefully in order to be sure 
that Syria genuinely means to 
achieve the kind of peace and 
security we are looking for. A 
peace that would last for gen- 
erations to come, a peace that 
would put an end to sufferings, 
plight and fear. Our negotia- 
tions with Syria have been se- 
rious. I call upon President 
Assad and the Syrian people, 
as well as the King of Jordan 
and the President of Lebanon, 
to join us and invest in our 
future. 

I believe that the near future 
offers us a rare window of 
opportunity: The fall of com- 
munism, and the collapse of 
the Soviet Union, which for 
years supported Arab armies, 
have created new opportuni- 
ties. But lately, we see on the 
horizon forces emerging and 
threatening world peace. We 
have no time to waste. It is 
possible that the window of. 
opportunity is narrower than : 
we thought, at first. Therefore, 

I have committed myself and 
my decision should be well 
calculated, for hasty actions 
could bring upon us irreversi- 
ble results. Our enemies — 
near and far — have not laid 
down their arms. It is up to us 
to shoulder the security re- 
sponsibility for our people. 


NEWS IN BRIEF 

Bulgaria will not deport Algerians 

SOFIA (R) — Bulgaria will not deport four Algerians said to 
1 face the death penahv if sent home, the Bulgarian Foreign 
Ministry said Tuesday.” “Four Algerian citizens have arrived in 
Bulgaria and will not be deported to Algeria,” Deputy Foreign 
Minister Dimitar Ikonomov told Reuters. “We have made 
contacts with the U.N. High Commissioner for Refugees 
(UNHCR),” he said, but declined further details. Bulgarian 
government officials said the four were arrested at Sofia 
airport on Tuesday afternoon having arrived from Morocco 
via Vienna with irregular documents. Jacques Verges, a 
French lawyer, appealed to Bulgaria not to deport Moham- 
mad BenalJouche, Lebcene Ouahebi, Daoud AJtane and 
Djamel Hamez, who he said had been sentenced to death by 
militar y courts in Algeria. He said the four had been 
threatened with expulsion to Algeria by Sofia. ‘^This expulsion 
would be contrary to the European declaration on human 
rights. These are political offenders sentenced by special 
courts,” Mr. Verges said in a letter to the Bulgarian 
ambassador in Paris. Mr. Verges, an outspoken lawyer who 
once represented Algeria's National Liberation Front, has 
recently acted for Algerian Muslim fundamentalists arrested in 
France. 

Greece opposes Turkish force in Bosnia 

ATHENS (AP) — - Greece said Tuesday that it was lobbying 
diplomatically to prevent traditional rival Turkey from sending 
peacekeeping troops to the former Yugoslavia. Greece has 
repeatedly expressed its opposition to Balkan countries 
providing peacekeepers, saying that this could increase ten- 
sions in the region. The Turkish Ottoman empire' ruled over 
the Balkans for nearly 400 years, and both Greece and Serbia 
fought bitter wars of independence against it early last 
century. Greece and Serbia are Orthodox Christian and are 
traditional allies. Turkey’s population is Muslim. “The region 
needs less tension, and the presence of military forces from 
countries with an historical connection does not help lessen 
tension. It increases tension. So Greece at this time is m a king 
all the necessary diplomatic steps.” government spokesman 
Evangelos Venizelos said. He said that diplomatic notes had 
been sent to the United Nations “and countries playing a role 
in the whole process.” But Mr. Venizelos noted that the 
United Nations has not yet accepted Turkey’s offer to send 
troops to Bosnia. “It has not been decided to send Turkish 
forces, and the sending of Turkish forces must be prevented.” 
he told reporters. 

Farmer in hospital after trying TV stunt 

CAIRO (AP) — A 22-year-old farmer landed in a hospital on 
Tuesday after he jumped out of a fifth-storey window in an 
attempt to imitate a television stunt. The nan, identified as 
Samir Mohammad Ahmad, was being treated for severe 
internal bleeding in Aswan in southern Egypt, AI Gomhuria 
daily reported. A stunt man last week successfully performed 
such a jump on the popular Egyptian television show ’Talk of 
Gold.” The show’s host had warned viewers against trying to 
copy the act. Aswan is a major tourist centre in southern 
Egypt, some 700 kilometres south of Cairo. 

Mine explosion kills 3 in Iran 

NICOSIA (AP) — Three nomads were killed and four 
wounded when mines left over from the Iran-Iraq war 
exploded in western Iran, the Islamic Republic News Agency 
(IRNA) reported Tuesday. The state-run news agency, 
monitored in Nicosia, said the explosions occurred Monday 
near Dehloran in Dam province, which borders Iraq. IRNA 
quoted an unidentified law enforcement official as saying the 
victims were collecting remnants of the 1980-88 war when the 
mines went off. IRNA said the incident was one of several in 
- the past few months m which no'macls were killed or wounded - 
by explosives in no-entry zones in the area. At least one 
million people died or were injured in tire Iran-Iraq war, the 
longest conventional interstate war of this century. 

Bomb attack kills one in Istanbul 

ISTANBUL (AP) — One person was killed and 13 others 
were injured in a -grenade attack against a restaurant 
Tuesday, police said. An underground group, the Islamic 
Great East Raiders Front, claimed responsibility for the attack 
in phone calls tonewspapers. A Molotov cocktail was hurled 
inside the restaurant in downtown Fatih district, a Muslim 
fundamentalist residential area. The restaurant is one of the 
few places m the district which offers alcoholic beverages. Two 
previous attacks against the same restaurant over the past few 
months were also believed to be carried out by radicals. 

3 Israelis killed in overpass collapse 

TEL AVTV (R) — Three Israeli motorists were killed on 
Wednesday when a concrete slab fell on a busy highway from 
an overpass being repaired during the morning rush hour, 
police said. "We are calling it a tragic work accident,” Benny 
Kanyak, a police spokesman, said about the incident on the 
main Jerusaiem-Tel Aviv highway. He told army radio the slab 
bad been fitted to the overpass near Tel Aviv’s Ben-Gurion 
airport a week ago and fell during fresh repair work on 
Wednesday. “The collapse of the stab... caused the death of 
three people — two in a car that drove under the overpass and 
one who apparently was on the bridge and was killed as a 
result of a fall,” Mr. Kanyak said. 

Guerrillas fire rocket at Israeli patrol 

MARJAYOUN (AP) — Guerrillas mounted a rocket attack 
Tuesday on an Israeli patrol near a crusader castle in South 
Lebanon, but caused no casualties, security sources said. A 
projectile missed the patrol and hit a water reservoir that feeds 
the hilltop Arnoun village at the central sector of a self-styled 
“security zone” Israel occupies in South Lebanon, tbe sources 
said. The sources said Israeli tanks pounded for 15 minutes 
following the evening attack an area controlled by Hizbollah 
from where the rocket was suspected to have been fired. 
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"UNRWA opens women’s legal consultancy, 
production unit in Wihdat refugee camp 
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AMMAN (J.T.) — The Un- 
ited Nations Relief and Work 
Agency (UNRWA) Wednes- 
day opened a women’s legal 
consultancy office at Al 
Wihdat refugee camp, south- 
east of Amman. 

The office's establishment 
costs were covered by a 
$16,500 German donation allo- 
cated for two legal consultancy 
offices and the salary of a 
woman lawyer who win super- 
vise the two offices for one 
year. 

The office will be run by 
three volunteers from the 
camp, while legal advice will 
be offered by six lawyers, each 
of them working at the office 
one day a week. A nominal fee 
of JD 0.500 for each consultan- 
cy will be charged in order to 
provide some financial support 
to the office. 

The inauguration ceremony 
was attended by several mem- 
bers of the German diplomatic 
mission in Amman, lawyer 
Asma Khader who will be su- 
pervising the work of the 
office, senior UNRWA offi- 
cials and representatives of 
women's movements at the re- 
fugee camp. 

Also Wednesday UNRWA 
opene3 _ a Women’s production 
unit at Amman New Camp in 
Wihdat. 

The unit was established to 
provide job oppor tuniti es for 
the women who graduated 
from camp's women's prog- 
ramme centre. 

The Canadian embassy-has- 
donated $30,000 for the re- 




Lawyer Asma Khader Wednesday discusses 
plans for tbe new women’s legal consultancy 
services in Wihdat district of Amman with 


-Counsellor and Deputy Head of Mission of 
tbe German Embassy Michael Bock. 


novation of an old UNRWA 
bu3din£ in the camp and for 
purchasing knitting and sewing 
machines and some furniture. 

Eleven women who gradu- 


ated from knitting and sewing 
courses in the camp are work- 
ing in this unit. 

The inauguration ceremony 
was held under the patronage 


of the Canadian Ambassador 
in Amman Andrew Robinson 
and was attended by senior 
UNRWA officials and a large 
number of camp residents. 


Holiday accidents claim 12 lives in Kingdom 


By Rana Hosseini 

Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — Accidents over 
the ‘Eid A1 Fitr claimed the 
lives of 12 people m different 
parts of the Kingdom, 
according to the Civil De- 
fence and Public Security De- 
partments. 

Over the three days of the 
holiday (Sunday through 
Tuesday), seven children 
were run over by cars: five of 
I fo e arthe d as a 1 r esult o f their 
1 m juries: By t»raparison, dur- 
ing 1 the first 13 days of March, 
road accidents killed three 
children; three others were 
listed in critical condition. 

A police officer said the 
number of casualties in acci- 
dents during this year’s ‘Eid 
was lower than last year. He 
did not give figures. 

The officer, who preferred 
anonymity, said most of the 


accidents resulted from 
carelessness of children play- 
ing in the streets during the 
holidays. 

Four adults were also kil- 
led in this week’s accidents, 
according to the civil defence 
and police reports. 

A 42-year-old man, Jamal 
Abdul Hamid, was struck 
down and killed by a speed- 
ing bus while changing a flat 
tyre on his car in the Baten 
A1 Ghoul area, a police state- 
ment said. The statement 
said the man had just re- 
turned after performing 
Umra in Saudi Arabia. 

Two others, aged 17 and 
24, were killed in separate 
road accidents when they lost 
control of their vehicles, 
police said. 

In the Abdoun district, a 
35-year-old woman was run 
over and killed by a motorist, 
who, police said, failed to 


yield the right of way to 
pedestrians. 

In Ramtha, a 10-month-old 
child, Suleiman Zoubi, was 
electrocuted at home when 
be touched an open switch, 
police said. 

An 18-year-old Egyptian 
worker, Sayed A1 Sayed, 
died in Amman when a metal 
pole lifted by a crane 
accidently fell on him. 

Also in Amman, police 
found the badly burned body 
of a 32-year-old man; identi- 
fied only as B.A., at his 
house. No details were avail- 
able on the nature of the 
incident. A forensic report 
said the man had died of third 
degree burns. 

The Civil Defence Depart- 
ment (CDD) responded to 
441 emergencies during the 
‘Eid, including 325 calls for 
first aid, 38 fire alarms and 28 
rescue operations, the de- 


partment said. 

CDD Public Relations 
Director Abdul Raouf 
Ma’aytah said there was a 
high number of fires during 
the holiday. 

Captain Ma’aytah said 
most fires were caused by 
children lighting firecrackers 
to celebrate the ‘Eid. 

“Most calls we responded 
to resulted from firecrackers 
children had lit, which set 
several houses on fire,” Capt. 
Ma’aytah told the Jordan 

'times: 

;LThe Jordan. News. Agency,. 
Petra, said 887 people re- 
ported to Jerash hospital for 
treatment during ‘Eid A1 
Fitr. 

It quoted hospital director 
Samir Tarazi as saying 137 of 
the 887 people were admitted 
to the hospital, where the bed 
occupancy rate during that 
period rose to 84 per cent. 


Italian experts to offer ideas on 
boosting Jordan’s textile industry 


By a Jordan Tones Staff Reporter 
AMMAN — Jordanian 
businesspersons will be 
offered an insight into Italian 
expertise with a view to pick- 
ing up ideas to develop the 
Kingdom’s textile industry 
during a seminar in Amman 
on Sunday, an Italian diplo- 
mat said Wednesday. 

Raffaele De Benedictis, 
commercial secretary at the 
Italian embassy here, said 
Italian experts in the various 
aspects of the three distinct 
areas of the textile industry 
— spinning, weaving and 
finishing — will give lectures 
on the subjects during the 
seminar, held in cooperation 
with tbe Amman Chamber of 
Industry. 

Dr. De Benedictis said he 
expected representatives of 
at least 100 Jordanian com- 
panies to attend the sympo- 
sium, which will also be 
addressed by Minister of In- 
dustry and Trade Rima Kha- 
laf. 

“It is an opportunity for all* ' 
interested Jordanians to learn 
about the experiences and 
technologies of the Italian 
textile industry, including 
machinery," Dr. De Be- 
nedictis told the Jordan 
Times. 

According to tbe diplomat 
and Jordanian industrialists, 
there is a large scope for 
developing Jordan’s textile 
industry, both in producing 
cloth as garments for local 
consumption and exports. 

The Kingdom's imports of 
textile-related products 
(yam, fibres, fabrics as well 
as ready-made garments) 
totalled nearly JD 120 mil- 


lion in 1992, while its exports 
in the same category totalled 
JD25 million. Figures for 
1993 were not immediately 
available. 

Jordan produced 1.037 mil- 
lion metres of textiles and 
spun 1.51 tonnes of yarn dur- 
ing 1992. No figures were 
available on ready-made gar- 
ment production. 

Clothes and textiles are 
given a 1.6 per cent share in 
Jordan's industrial produc- 
tion index. Hie index, set on 
a base of 100 and calculated 
on 1979 production, rose 
from 118.9 points to 12S.5 
pioints in 1993 — a nine per 
cent growth. 

Jordan is exempt from the 
textile export quotas that 
many western countries have 
set. As such, other countries 
with high production capaci- 
ties , but with limited export 
quotas, could take advantage 
of the Kingdom’s status to 
expand tbeir exports. 

However, the full potential 
that the Kingdom offers to 
textile and ready-made gar- 
ment producers ’and expor- 
ters has not been fully ex- 
ploited, businesspersons say. 

There are several joint 
ventures between Italian and 
Jordanian manufacturers in 
the textile industry. The 
latest of them is El-Zav. a 
collaboration between a local 
business group and Italy's 
*GFT. The company’s admi- 
nistrative staff and techni- 
cians are currently under- 
going training in Italy. 

The $8.5 million company, 
expected to go on stream 
later this year, will mainly 
produce men’s suits. Dr. De 



A textile manufacturing plant in Jordan (File photo) 


Benedictis said a good part of 
'the output could be exported 
to Italy, which has access to* 
other members of the Euro- 
pean Union (EU) under com- 
mon EU agreements. 

Dr. De Benedictis said 
Sunday's seminar will offer 
details of Italian technologies 
as well as various types of 
textile machinery the country 
can offer in all areas of the 
industry — spinning, weav- 
ing, knitting, hosiery, dyeing, 
printed, finishing etc. — and 
for every kind of fibre — 
cotton. linen, other vegetable 
fibres, wool, silk and synthe- 
tics. 


The seminar is a joint pro- 
ject of the Italian institute for 
Foreign Trade and the Italian 
Association for Textile 
Machinery Producers (AC1- 
MIT). 

“TTie purpose of the sym- 
posium is to put the experi- 
ences and the technologies of 
the Italian textile machinery' 
producers at the disposal of 
the recovery, expansion and 
future development of rhe 
Jordanian textile industry.*’ a 
press release from the Italian 
embassy said. 

The seminar will be held at 
the Amman Chamber of In- 
dustry. 


WHAT’S GOING ON 

EXHIBITIONS 

DIALOGUE AND MUSIC 

☆ Book exhibition at foe Safeway International. 

☆“Permanent" exhibition of 54 Arab contemporary artists at 
Darat Al Fomin of tbe Abdnl Hamred Sboman Foundation in 
Jabal Lnwdbdeh (TeL 643251/2). 

☆ Art exhibition by several Iraqi and Jordanian artists at Orfali 
Art Gallery (Tel. 826932). 

An evening of dialogue and music with lute player Munir 
Bashir on Thursday at tbe Royal Cultural Centre at 8:30 p.m. 

CULTURAL DISCUSSION 

☆ Cultural disenssion in Arabic entitled “Women and foe 
Jordanian Short Story" mi Thursday at foe Royal Cnbnral 
Centre at 6:00 pan. 

FILM 

DRAMA 

■fr Film entitled “Tbe Honkytook Man" at the American Center 
on Thursday at 5:00 p.m. (125 minutes). 

& Drama in Arabic entitled “The Question" at tbe Royal 
Cnltnrai Centre on Friday at 4:00 p.m. 



A buyer at tbe Jordanian pavilion at the 1994 Interna- purchase of Jordanian fresh produce (Photo by IN/M. 
tional Green Week exhibit in Berlin gets ready to make a Leib) 


HOME NEWS IN BRIEF 


King receives thanks from Hebron imam 

AMMAN (Petra) — His Majesty King Hussein Wednesday 
received a cable from Hamed Abdeen, the imam of Hebron 
and a member of the Islamic Scholars (Ulamas) Committee, 
thanking him for his compassion for the people of Hebron. 
Sheikh Abdeen expressed gratitude and appreciation for King 
Hussein’s support to the people of Hebron during then- 
suffering after the massacre of Muslim worshippers at the 
Ibrahimi mosque on Feb. 25. King Hussein had donated JD 
100,000 to the families of the victims of the Hebron massacre 
and issued instructions to the hospitals m Jordan to offer 
victims advanced treatment in the Kingdom’s hospitals. Two 
massacre victims have already been admitted to hospitals here. 
A third patient is expected to arrive in Jordan Thursday. A 
higher national committee was formed to raise funds for 
families of the victims. The committee transferred the first 
part of contributions before the Eid. It w£B meet Saturday 
under the chairmanship of Chief Islamic Justice Sheikh 
Izzeddin A1 Khatib A 1 Tamimi to discuss transferring addition- 
al amounts to these families. Also Wednesday King Hussein 
sent a cable to Syrian President Hafez AI Assad condoling him 
over the death of Ahmad Samir Dabbas, the Syrian charge d’ 
affaires in Amman. Mr. Dabbas died of a heart attack Tuesday 
in Amman. His Majesty received a cable from Bahraini Crown 
Prince Sheikh Hamad Ben Issa Al Khafifeh, congratulating 
him on ’Eid AI Fitr and wishing him continued good health 
and happiness and the people of Jordan further progress and 
prosperity. 

Panel meets on draft medfeaf Insurance law 

AMMAN (Petra) — Health Minister Abdul Rahim Malhas 
Wednesday chaired a meeting of the Comprehensive Medical 
Insurance Committee to discuss the draft medical insurance 
law and 11 regulations attached to it. The 11 regulations cover 
all sectors of society. The committee decided to meet daily to 
finalise the draft law and regulations before submitting it to 
the Cabinet for endorsement. 

Guest worker replacement discussed 

AMMAN (Petra) — Labour Minister Khalid Al Ghzawi 
Wednesday rfistr««rd with the president and members of the 
General Association of Owners of Beauty Salons replacing the 
guest labour force with Jordanians. Mr. Ghzawi stressed the 


ministry's interest in implementing the labour law m this 
respect and praised the efforts of the association in providing 
training opportunities to Jordanians to prepare them to 
replace the non-Jordanian labour force. The minister stressed 
the importance of enhancing coordination in the field of 
training between the association and the Vocational Training 
Corporation (VTC). 

Masri meets UAE counterpart 

ABU DHABI (Petra) — Speaker of the Lower House of 
Parliament Taher Masri Wednesday discussed with his United 
Arab Emirates (UAE) counterpart AI Haj Ben Abdullah AI 
Muheitbi scopes of bilateral cooperation in various fields. The 
two officials also discussed the contribution both houses can 
make to strengthen cooperation and dialogue among Arab 
parliaments. The speakers also discussed means of restoring 
Arab solidarity and crystallising a strong and united Arab 
position to counter tbe challenges faring the Arab nations. 
Bilateral relations and means of enhancing them were also 
discussed during the meeting. Mr. Masri had earlier met with 
rhe UAE Defence Minister, Gen. Sheikh Mohammad Ben 
Hashed Al Maktoum, and conveyed to him tbe greetings of 
His Majesty King Hussein and His Royal Highness Crown 
Prince Hassan. Mr. Masri and Gen. Maktoum reviewed issues 
of mutual interest, including developments in the Middle East 
peace process. Mr. Masri arrived in Dubai Monday on a 
private visit to the UAE. 

Scientific writing course opens 

AMMAN (J.T.) — The International Centre for Agricultural 
Research in the Dry Areas (ICARDA) Wednesday organised 
a 9-day regional training course in “Scientific Writing and 
Data Presentation" at the ICARDA regional office in 
Amman. Zaid Abdel Hadi, head of computer unit at 
ICARDA, said the course will improve the quality of the 
research reports, enhance chances for publication of research 
results in reference journals, and increase dissemination of 
research results produced by scientists. The course will cover 
sections on writing scientific proposals for submission to donor 
communities for fending. The course was opened by 
Mahmoud Duwayri, director general of the National Centre 
for Agricultural Research Technology Transfer (NCARTT) 
who stressed the importance of such training for the scientists 
in the region. .He indicated that the writing stage and the 


publication of the results is found to be the most difficult, but, 
most important in the agricultural research process. The 
course is one of a series of training and educational activities 
ICARDA is conducting through foe Mashreq Project which 
includes training courses in animal production and socio- 
economics, in addition to study tours and travelling workshops 
in several countries in foe region. The course is attended by 14 
scientists from Syria, Jordan and Iraq. Several scientists from 
ICARDA will lecture and provide foe training. 

Party issues monthly bulletin 

AMMAN (Petra) — The Jordan National Alliance Party has 
started issuing a monthly bulletin entitled “Sawt Al Urchin" 
(the voice of Jordan) covering party’s activities in all fields. 
The zero issue of the publications, issued in March, included 
an editorial by party Secretary General Mijhem Al Khreisheh 
saying that the bulletin is the first step towards foe publication 
of a monthly magazine. 

European aerospace team visits RJGC 

AMMAN (Petra) — Director General of the Royal Jordanian 
Geographic Centre (RJGC) Uqlah Dheimat Wednesday 
briefed a visiting delegation from the European Aerospace 
Office on foe human and technical resources available ro the 
RJGC and its future plans in the area of remote sensing 
technologies and geographical data systems. The delegation is 
currently on a tour of several countries in the region which 
have demonstrated willingness to host a United Nations 
regional training centre on aerospace sciences and technolo- 
gies in western Asia. 


Teams keep water flowing in Jerash 

JERASH (Petra) — Director of Jerash Water Department 
Abdul Hamid Abu Issa Wednesday said foe department has 
repaired 42 water pipelines in Jerash during ‘Hid Al Fitr. Mr. 
Abu Issa said the department’s maintenance teams were 
working round-the-clock during the holiday to ensure that 
citizens in Jerash city and foe surrounding areas receive their 
requirements of tap water. The department, he said, had 
.received no complaints of wafer shortages during foe holiday. 



1 






The National Music Conservatory/Noor A! Hussein Foundation 

and 

The Austrian Embassy 

■\b in cooperation with 

GRAND Forte Grand Hotel 

present 

TRIO SCHOLL 
(flute, guitar, and violin) 

the recital features 

Angela Lehner-Wietemick, flute & guitar, 
Guitdula Scholl , violin 
Inge Scholl-Krenimel, guitar 

Friday and Saturday, 25 and 26 March 1994 - 8:00 p.m. 
Forte Grand Hotel - Al Andalusia 


Tickets for JD 7 are available from: 

- Forte Grand Hotel, Tel. 696511 

- Babiche , Tel. 661322 

- The National Music Conservatory.Tel. 687620 
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Oil, debt and power 

RUSSIA APPEARS poised to assist Iraq in lifting 
the ban on its oil exports when the U.N. Security 
Council takes up the issue of sanctions later this 
week. Moscow now has a good reason to help Iraq 
since the Russians seek to expand on their recent 
claims for a global power role on the heels of recent 
moves to reassert their presence in the Middle East, 
the Balkans and Eastern Europe. 

Moscow had been a traditional ally of several 
Arab countries and a prime supplier of weapons 
and industrial goods. By extending an offer to help 
beleaguered Iraq, Russia could be in the process of 
reestablishing traditional contacts with some Mid- 
dle Eastern capitals in a bid to rekindle its 
superpower legacy In the region. 

Obviously the Kremlin has more than raw 
political clout on its mind in seeking new ways to 
regain its lost influence and prestige on the interna- 
tional scene. In the case of Iraq, there is always the 
question of the some $6 billion that Baghdad owes 
Moscow, an amount that the Russian Federation 
desperately needs to support its stagnant economy. 
There is no way that Iraq can pay back its national 
debt to Russia or to any other country unless it is 
allowed to export oil. Russian President Boris 
Yeltsin also wants to end his country's h umilia tion 
by depending more on trade and commerce with 
lost markets and less on charity -and direct financial 
aid from the western 'giants. 

SOI, Iraq's agonies and tribulations as a result of' 
the continuation of U.N. sanctions imposed in the 
aftermath of the Gulf crisis and war cannot be 
expected to end daring the upcoming Security 
Council's debate on the issue. There is now talk, 
about putting Baghdad through a probationary 
period during which the council would continue to 
monitor the fulfillment of its obligations under the 
relevant resolutions, notably 687. But Moscow- 
appears determined to make this additional six 
months' trial period the b eginning of the end of the 
council's punitive measures. Iraq is always a big 
prize to win in the renewed big powers' rivalries 
and the Russian sponsorship of easing pressure on 
that important country in the area could win an old 
ally without risking to derail the budding U.S.- 
Russian partnership in other areas of the world. 
Yeltsin's cautious challenges to Washington may 
succeed in regaining for his country some old 
Triends and allies in both the economic and political 
spheres. The unipolar global scene should not be 
expected to change to a bipolar world once again, 
and literally overnight, but the possibility of the 
emergence of a multi-polar system, including Rus- 
sia, cannot be discounted either. 

Iraq's warning to the Security Council Tuesday, 
to lift the sanctions or else risk unspecified measures 
by Baghdad, can be looked at in the context of the 
new Russian moves in the Middle East. There will 
not be another Gulf war soon as a result of this 
warning, we do not think. But the move has to be 
calculated within the new equation that Russia is 
trying to work out with the U.S. for the next phase. 

ARABIC PRESS COMMENTARIES 


AL RAT daily urged the Arab panics to the peace negotiations with 
Israel to re-examine the situation in light or the attitudes of the United 
States and Israel vis-a-vis the occupation and the Jewish settlements 
issues. The decision has long been taken for obliterating the Arab and 
Muslim nation and it is this nation's prerogative and right to resist 
murder by all available means, said the paper. In our negotiations with 
the Israeli enemy, wc have reached the point of near capitulation and 
surrender, considering the humiliating conditions imposed on us by 
ihe U S. -Israeli alliance, continued the paper. Our mere decision to 
reconsider our participation in the peace process would likely open the 
door for the millions of Arab masses to express their wrath and their 
determination to pursue the holy war and seek revenge for the 
usurpation of Arab and Muslims rights in retaliation against the 
atrocities committed against the Arab and Muslim civilians, said the 
paper- The paper said that this Arm Arab stand should be taken in 
response to Washington's order to the U.N. Security Council to 
refrain Irom condemning the massacre at the Hebron mosque. In 
Washington's view, added the paper, the slaying of Muslims does not 
impede the peace process: and Washington seems to be demanding 
from the Palestinians Jo forgive the murderers for their crime. 

A COLUMNIST in Al Dustour said Wednesday that as long as the 
permanent members of the U.N. Security Council arc submissive to 
Washington's pressure, accepting its influence by the carrot or the 
stick, no resolution can be expected to end the embargo on Iraq. 
Mohammad Kawash said no mailer how often the Council members 
meet, the Arab masses arc certain that no decision would, be passed on 
lifting the sanctions because Washington does not wish ir. The whole 
world community realises that Baghdad has already implemented all 
Security Council resolutions and therefore every one expects the 
Council to lift the embargo, added the writer. Yet Washington sees 
otherwise and does not want to see an end to the Iraqi people's 
sufferings, he said. The writer expressed the view that prolonging the 
embargo further can only complicate the situation and can serve as a 
time bomb that would blow up at any time. 


Reconciling traditionalism with a collective secular identity 


By Lu'ayy Minwer Al Rimawi 


AT THIS very critical junc- 
ture of Jordan's democratic 
and national development, it 
is most essential that we. 
Jordanians, examine our 
national identity. The real 
dilemma of Jordanian identi- 
ty has. so far. resulted largely 
from the fact that Jordan has 
been highly exposed to the 
vicissitudes' of Arab politics, 
which in turn has hampered 
the crystallisation of u clear- 
cut Jordanian identity. 

Given Jordan's political 
history and its high suscepti- 
bility to external and regional 
influences, the crystallisation 
of Jordanian identity is to 
some degree a hostage to the 
designs of the concerned ex- 
| rernal political players- 
! regional and international. 
The corollary, predictably, is 
that as long as the region 
remains turbulent, lacking 
direction and durable solu- 
tions to iis manifold crises. 
Jordanian identity is likely to 
remain at best. "vulnerable. 
For its pan. official national- 
ism has. understandably, 
been overwhelmed by events, 
which in turn meant that its 
role was to accommodate 
rather than cast. 

National identity, general- 
ly. emanates from the identi- 
fication with a given nation or 
nation-state. As opposed to 
other collective identities 
such as gender, class. ...etc., 
national identity (with its un- 
limited emotional appeal and 
cultural depth), offers an en- 
during criterion for collective 
identity. Sociologists and 
political scientists have often 
debated the pros and cons of 
such a criterion. On the 
whole, the majority of them 
have extolled national identi- 
ty and its modern functional 
roles. To many of them, it 
fulfils internal as well as ex- 
ternal functions for indi- 
viduals and communities. 
Underpinning the state and 
its organs, together with de- 
fining the social space within 
which members live and 
work, are among such mod- 
em functional roles. 

Nationalism, on the other 
band,. according to one de- 
finition, is a theory .of "poli- 
tical legitimacy.! which re- 


quires that the ethnic bound- 
aries should not cut across 
political ones. and. in par- 
ticular. that ethnic bound- 
aries within a given state... 
should not separate the 
power-holders from the 
rest.” It has also been de- 
_fined as "an ideological 
movement for attaining and 
maintaining autonomy, unity 
and identity on behalf of a 
population deemed by some 
of its members to constitute 
an actual or potential 'na- 
tion. 

As has been the case in 
most emancipated ex- 
' colonies, Transjordanian 
identity was territorial. Its 
boundaries and population 
were preordained by external 
non-ethnic factors. Transjor- 
dan was incorporated into the 
Ottoman Empire in 1518 af- 
ter the Turks won the battle 
of Aleppo over the Mamiuks. 
Administratively. Transjor- 
dan was part of the Villayet 
of Syria, which extended as 
far as Aqaba in the South. 
Rarely did the Ottomans ex- 
ercise tight authority over 
Transjordan, and it was in 
the 1870s when they imposed 
more rigid control over its 
northern parts. The state, 
which the late King Abdullah 
established in 1921. institu- 
tionalised the concept of cen- 
tralised authority in a noma- 
dic, semi-agrarian society. 
But since the process of 
bureaucratisation was very li- 
mited. the army then proved 
to be a most invaluable in- 
strument for political 
socialisation. 

What is unique about 
Jordanian identity is its com- 
plete novelty or inventive- 
ness. Unlike neighbouring 
Umayyad Syria, Pharaonic 
Egypt or Abbasid Iraq. 
Transjordan's settled regions 
completely lacked collective 
cultural and political identi- 
ties. Transjordan prior 1921 
had no collective historic 
roots on which to draw its 
national symbols. 

Today, however, after lit- 
tle more than 70 years of 
statehood, the majority of 
Jordanians share a collective 
name, a relatively common 
• (albeit very recent-collective 


history), a fairly shared cul- 
ture, a strong sense of soli- 
darity (especially when con- 
fronted with external threat) 
and. most importantly, a 
Jordanian homeland. 

With regard to Jordanian 
national roots, one can con- 
vincingly argue that Jordan's 
national pride comes from 
the legacy of the Great Arab 
‘Revolt, which is viewed by 
many historian as the first 
modem expression of Arab 
nationalism and identity. In- 
deed. many Western writers 
on Jordanian nationalism 
almost unanimously concur 
that today. His Majesty King 

Hussein constitutes the most 
important symbol of Jorda- 
nian identity and the "uni- 
fying essence” of the state of 
Jordan. Like other regional 
identities, however. Jorda- 
nian identity has often been 
adumbrated (and occasional- 
ly completely subsumed) by 


Nation-state in the Arab 
World 

In Middle Eastern and 
Arab regions, the nation- 
state did not develop through 
a process of social change and 
the situation was in fact whol- 
ly dissimilar to that of 
Europe. Needless to say. a 
crucial element is absent 
from the Arab "nation-state" 
equation: the industrialisa- 
tion which demanded the 
diffusion of common modes 
of thought and belief 
throughout entire popula- 
tions in Europe in the ISth 
and 19th centuries, coupled 
with the relentless efforts of 
the intelligentsia. 

Modern Arab states have 
all joined the present inter- 
state system which largely 
dates back to the 1648 Treaty 
of Westphalia. (The Treaty 
of Westphalia concluded the 
Thirty Years War and prom- 


“With regard to Jordanian national 
roots, one can convincingly argue that 
Jordan’s national pride comes from the 
legacy at the Great Arab Revolt, which 
is viewed by many historians as the first 
modern expression of Arab nationalism 
and identity.” 


Islamic. Arab and tribal iden- 
tities. 

Jordan's population is now 
almost completely sedenta- 
rised in a multi-ethnic socie- 
ty. Education, social mobility 
and communication have also 
improved phenomenally, 
precipitating a drastic decline 
in the paramountcy of the 
tribe as the only social refer- 
ence. However, in spite of 
the diminution of the signifi- 
cance of the tribe, tribal affi- 
liation and ethos still play a 
central role in Jordanian soci- 
ety. The central importance 
of tribal identity is not unique 
to Jordan, though. Although 
only 5 per cent of the Arab 
population is nomadic, a far 
larger number, however, re- 
tains tribal identity. In order, 
therefore, to have a better 
understanding of the regional 
realities, a brief examination 
of the nation-state jin the 
.tArab World is necessary. 


gional realities have, ume 
and again, shown rhat 
nationalism can provide no 
real basis for political entity 
in the region. But it has also 
to be admitted that after de- 
cades of modem statehood. 
Arab people have become 
more accustomed to their ter- 
ritorial srates-though territo- 
rial claims and counter-claims 
and disparity in natural re- 
sources allocation have ail 
sowed the seeds of destabi- 
lisation. However, one can 
safely say that the territorial 
Arab state in the region has 
been “regional ised" in the 
sense that it has become a 
hybrid product with its own 
distinct cultural and historical 
matrixes, and although in- 
itially not an indigenous phe- 
nomenon no longer seems as 
a foreign import. 

Islam and the nation-state 

At the conceptual level. 
Islam contains notions that 
can be seen as obstacles to 
the establishment of civic na- 
tions in which nationalism is 
tantamount to a "secular reli- 
gion". Unlike territorial 
states or state-nations, pris- 
tine Islam has no geographic- 
al boundaries or nationalistic 
limits. The concept of nation- 
state could, in many respects, 
be viewed as novel to Arab- 
Tslamic history in the sense 
that it is based on the concept 
of internal sovereignty and 
citizenship, which presup- 
poses loyalty to the secular 
symbols of the nation instead 
of God. Some say that the. 
concept of political 
sovereignty never developed 
in Islam. 

But modem Islam's posi- 
tion on the nation-state is not 
dear-cut. And although the 
sovereign state is a de facto 
reality in Muslims* lives, 
many still vehemently reject 
-the nation-state concept. 
Some researchers maintain 
dial territorial pluralism is 
acceptable in the theory of 
Islam and point to medieval 
Islamic writers such as Al 
Gha 2 zali, Ibn Tymiyya and 
Ibn Khaldun who envisioned 
an Islamic legal order inoor- 
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Hebron killer praised as 
a hero by young Israelis 


Portuguese come in from margins for S. African vote 


By Judith Mat! off 
Reuter 

JOHANNESBURG — The 
Portuguese community, one 
of South Africa's largest 
white immigrant groups, is 
coming in from the political 
wilderness to demand a voice 
in a new post-apartheid 
system. 

After years of sitting on the 
margins with no political 
voice of their own. Portu- 
guese community leaders are 
trying to win a foothold in the 
first all-nice elections on 
April 26-2S. 

The newly formed Luso 
South African Party 
(LUSAP) aims to capture at 
least two parliamentary seals 
to defend the rights of an 
estimated 400,000 to 700,000 
people of Portuguese des- 
cent. 

"The Portuguese commun- 
ity is one of the largest minor- 
ity communities here but has 
never been directly repre- 
sented in parliament.” said 
Antonio de Gouveia. 
LUSAP’s deputy president. 

"We can offer the Portu- 
guese community something 
no one else can — we speak 
the same language, under- 
stand their needs. We can 
help integrate the com- 
munity.” 

He said many among his 
potential electorate were 


shop keepers and small 
businessmen from around the 
Johannesburg area. Many are 
descendants of immigrants 
from the poor Atlantic island 
of Madeira who came to 
South Africa at the start of 
the centurv seeking a better 
life. ' 

Others fled the turmoil in 
nearby Mozambique and 
Angola after independence 
from Portugal in the mid- 
1970s. 

Many of the latter group 
fear similar upheaval after 
South Africa's first all-race 
elections. Portuguese diplo- 
mats report high numbers of 
people renewing their pass- 
ports and taking prolonged 
holidays. 

LUSAP hopes to reassure 
them that someone will look 
after them if they stay. 

“We hope LUSAP will re- 
duce the number of Portu- 
guese leaving the country and 

f ive them a reason to stay," 
!r. Gouveia said. 

The dose-knit communi- 
ties defiantly cling to cHd 
ways. In suburbs south of 
Johannesburg, grocery shops 
bearing Portuguese names 


h is this culture that 
LUSAP wants to defend, Mr. 
Gouveia said. He noted that 
when multi-party negotiators 
wrote the interim constitu- 
tion, there was no politician 
interested in adding Portu- 
guese to the list of 11 official 


back home. 


Utner Key issues were ex- 
change controls for the many 
Portuguese sending money 
back to Europe ana protect- 
ing Portuguese-language 
programmes in schools. 

It remains to be seen 
whether this will be enough 
of a selling card to woo votes 
away from the ruling Nation- 
al Party (NP), which the Por- 
tuguese community has tradi- 
tionally supported in elec- 
tions. 

Mr. Gouveia said LUSAP 
was most interested in win- 
ning first time voters, of 
whom there was an uncaleu- 
lated number. 

"It stands to reason that 
many people will continue to 
vote" for the NP. But it is 
those people who never 
voted before that we think we 
can win over.” 

President F.W. de Klerk, 
campaigning in Natal and 
Cape regions where the Por- 
tuguese community is size- 
able, insisted his NP would 
not lose its Lusophone 
backing. 

”1 don’t want lo be over- 


confident but I have no doubt 
that the overwhelming 
majority of the Portuguese 
community are supporters of 
the National Party," he said 
this month. 

Moises Venancio. a politic- 
al analyst with a Lisbon 
think-tank, saw the forma- 
tion of LUSAP as an unusual 
development for a largely 
apolitical community Siat 
tended to keep a low profile, 
or run when the going got 
rough. 

“The Portuguese are show- 
ing a commitment to the new 
South Africa by forming their 
own party. The fea that they arc 


they arc 


starting a new party is an 
example to the rest of the 
Portuguese community to 
allay fears and could help 
persuade them to stay." 

The Portuguese govern- 
ment was non-co mmi ttal ab- 
out LUSAP, saying it could 
not involve itself in South 
African politics. 

“We are completely neut- 
ral, But our general policy is 
that we encourage all Port- 
uguese citizens or people of 
Portuguese origin here to ful- 
ly participate in the new 
South Africa," Foreign 
Minister Jose Dnrao Barroso 
said in a recent visit. 

But he said it would be a 
mistake for the Portuguese 
community to form a “poli- 
tical ghetto." 


By Sarah Helm 

THE EULOGISING of 
Baruch Goldstein, the per- 
petrator of the Hebron Mos- 

? ue massacre, by militant 
ewish settlers is being 
echoed by teenagers in 
Israel's high schools, to the 
dismay of many teachers and 
education officials. 

Recently the Education 
Ministry ordered special les- 
sons to be held on tolerance 
and the value of h uman life, 
after surveys showed substan- 
tial support for the slaughter. 

The mass circulation daily 
paper, Yedioth Ahronot, 
which surveyed pupils at a 
middle class school in Jeru- 
salem, found that almost all 
those questioned praised the 
massacre. “It was a mitzva 
(commandment of the Jewish 
law),” said Nir Ezra, 17. “He 
should have taken grenades." 

Joe Kolodner, head of the 
ministry's school psychology 
department, told the news- 
paper: “If after 45 years a 
generation has grown up here 
who think that what hap- 
pened in Hebron is OK, that 
is a sign that there is a deep 
crisis in Israeli society." 

While many teenagers are 
uninhibited m their backing 
for the massacre, a significant 
number of their parents are 
also lending tadt, sometimes 
open, support. Yitzhak 
Rabin, the Israeli Prime 
Mmister, along with most 
political leaders, intellectuals 
and media commentators, 
has loudly condemned the 
atrocity but significant num- 
bers of ordinary Israelis 

5?.^ their 

of the killings. Many declare 
to the A«S “got what they 

Sf n «° f Jf aelis should remain 
■PS* 011 ’ ^ 76 per cent 
said ffie government should 
not disarm settlers. 

J * wish religious 

they are deeply 
™ stur hed by the readiness 

l " * act on religious 
£omds, and are afi£E 

KX? 3f t0 “ "h* 

r^term dangerous" and 
I,™® 0 ” 10 ‘nterpretations of 

are enfamgttie common 1 m. 


“Rabbis for Peace”, Netiv 
Shalom, recently held an a 
precedented demonstrate 
outside the chief Rabbinal 
which they say has not go 
far enough to condemn t 
atrocity. “We are concern 
about the moral wellbeing 
the Jewish people. There i 
growing demonic interpret 
tion of Judaism and our j 
spo risibility is tp- show vc 
dearly that the ihterpretati 
of Judaism given by tl 
murderer is not. Jewish, 
should be placed outride t 
law and outride' Judaism 
said Moshe Halbertal, a Ne 
vof Shalom leaden 

Despite three* years 
peace negotiations and t 
election last year, of a peai 
malting Labour gpvemmei 
paranoia and fear renu 
deeply rooted in the Isra 
psyche, leading tcrfifcrce ax 
Arab sentiments. * 

Most young Israelis oi 
experience “Arabs” .wh 
they are sent to subdue th 
volatile neighbours, or wh 
they see the image of 1 
Palestinian “terrorist” star 
ing up to Israeli forces, pL* 
ed over and over" again 
television. : ; 

What the response to t 
massacre confirms is that 1 
support given to the pet 
moves among many isnu 
did not spring from-ieelii 
of generosity towards Pale: 
nians, but out of a desper. 
desire to shake ofTtfae loa 
^dburden of the occupatit 
The desire of Israelis fa 
political solution • largi 
stemmed out of fear of i 
other side," said- YizI 
“f er, director of BTsele 
the Israeli human rigl 
group. 

Mr. Rabin has made db 
his personal disgust ■ 
Baruch Goldstein and : 
Kind. In an emotional sp© 
to the Knesset, he said: “A 
****[» 35 311 ktfcoK, as a n 
a f K * a human being. I 
shamed over the disgrace i 
posed upon us by a degen 
ate murderer.” 
Nevertheless, the ova 
message from the gove 
has been mixed. } 
Rabin s comments have bi 
neutralised by hfc failur e 
fit deeds to words. Safer' 
government has refused 
remove even the roost ha 
li ne settlers from Hebroi 

The Independi 


From the above account of 
the nation-state in the region 
and the position of Islam on 
the nation-state, one clearly 
observes that people in the 
region are tom-.between their 
tribal, territorial, religious, 
ethnic and Arab identities. 
Worse, even basic concepts 
like "religious” or "Arab” 
identities are in themselves 
highly complex and difficult 
to determine. The problem is 
further exacerbated by the 
conflicting realities under- 
lying the issue, of identity in 
the region. These conflicting 
realities can largely be 
ascribed to the' age-old fric- 
tion between “tradition" and 
“foreign imports'*, the failure 
of the intelligentsia to cap- 
ture masses’ imaginations ! 
and the total manipulation of 
means of information by 
Arab regimes. . 

The last realit^y is of para- 
mount importance as large- 
scale political indoctrination, 
though may achieve short- 
term gains, engenders confu- 
sion and projects- misleading 
realities. The unprecedented 
speedy collapse ot the East- 
ern block, is an example in 
mind. : 

The issue of . Jordanian 
identity is a continuum and i 
product of the above men- 
tioned regional realities. And 
since the question of Jorda- 
nian identity touches every 
Jordanian citizenL national 
participation in tackling this 
complex question could not 1 
have been more vital. Re- ; 
sponsible democratic debate. > 
coupled with state's benign | 
guidance, is the panacea for] 
reconciling the apparent con- j 
flict between maintaining rra-( 
ditionalism and promoting a] 
secular collective, identity.] 
The state and the intel-) 
ligentsia. therefore, equally' 
share the responsibility of 1 
tailoring an identity which! 
enhances confidence in our 
collective tradition ; yet alsi; 
makes us perceptive- to posy 
tive adaptation ft such tra* 
sitional period. ^ 

Hie writer is a doctoral candi 




A host of talented artists give 
fine shape to End Of A Brave Man 
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By Mohammad Mashariqa 

The successful television series End Of A Brave Man, 
which attracted viewers in Jordan, Syria and other parts 
of the Arab World during the month of Ramadan, was 
in fact a joint Jordanian -Syrian work although it was 
marketed as a Syrian senes in the region. 

Not many viewers have noticed the contribution by a 
team ol Jordanian technicians who were involved in 
sound effects, music and direction of the series, nor did 
the locpl media draw attention to their participation to 
this successful achievement. 

The \ director of the popular series was a Jordanian , 
Naj'daf Enzour , who bad earlier directed a great number 
of Jordan television programmes and series, including 
the well-known “AI Kaff Wal Makhraz ” (The Palm And 
The Punch), and a movie depicting the oriental lifestyle . 
which has won several awards. 

There was also Mohammad Bandoura , the well- 
known Jordanian television technician who did the 
sound effects and special effects in cooperation with his 
female colleague Rabah Shakshir. 

However, the music in this series played a leading role 
in iis success, as attested by a number of Syrian 
musicians like Suheil Arafeh who said the music has 
contributed to a great extent to the series’ great success. 

The composer was Tareq AI Nasser, a 25-year-old 
Jordanian musician whose works are best known in the 
carioons in the earlier years of his endeavours. In the 
past two years , Nasser composed music for the series 
Petra Caravan and Death Of A Bride and songs for the 
Syrian singer Amal Arafeh as a sign of his new 
developed talents. Nasser’s resort to Arab tradition in 
bis (music and the use of a new assortment of musical 
instruments have perhaps helped him achieve success. 


“When Najdat Enzour presented me with the scenar- 
io and the words of the introductory song of the series 
( End Of A Brave Man), I feit I had to read the whole 
novel which was written by Hanna Mina. Because 
reading gives one a better insight on the various 
characters and the events said Nasser. “Indeed, 
reading the novel enabled me to better compmse the 
music for this fine work of art.” 

Nasser attributed the success of the series’ music to 
the fact that he was familiar with the life of people 
inhabiting the Syrian coast, noting that he actually 
interacted with the characters through his own feelings 
and with the natural environment, by remembering his 
own life among the local residents ana their surround- 
ings. 

AMMAN CULTURAL PULSE 

“Furthermore, Hanna Mina introduced me to Gabriel 
Saadeh, an old musician, who briefed me on the historic 
events of the novel and the musical instruments used 
during that era, as well as the kind of songs sung by the 
fishermen of the time”, added Nasser. 

“It was this familiarity with the environment that 
influenced my music which was composed in coopera- 
tion with two Jordanian musicians who played the 
Buzoq and the Oud (lute)”, he pointed out. 

“. I have composed the music with a new vision and 
with new distributions that reflected well on the scenes 
of sadness and gloom or enthusiasm and zeal. But in 
either case it was all along linked with the introductory 
piece , thus making the work look integrated and in 
unison Nasser said. 

" I have contributed more than eight hours of music to 


this masterpiece — a relatively high rate of contribution 
in an Arabic television series — and this is perhaps 
attributed to Enzour's method of direction Nasser 
pointed out. He said music was essentially needed to 
cover the long moments of silence under the camera, 
and music was used as a substitute for speech in such 
intervals. 

Indeed, he continued, “music soared significantly in 
the final phases of the series when the hero (Mufid) was 
contemplating the sea while in his crippled condition, he 
was ruminating his memories as an inmate in Arwad 
Jail. “The music rises to a crescendo for a while before 
declining abruptly to a low tone as the hero reaches the 
final conclusion of death , " Nasser noted. “ Viewers must 
have sensed Mufid’s inner feelings about life and death 
in the final episode before death actually came to the 
man thanks to that music ” continued Nasser. This 
technique , he added, was instrumental in preparing the 
viewers for the last act. 

Nasser advocates the role of sensational music in 
expressing the feelings of characters of a play . stressing 
that such technique has a far deeper effect on the viewer 
than the hitherto traditional methods. “It took me six 
whole months shuttling between Amman, Damascus 
and Beirut, and studying the environment and other 
relevant preparations before I was able to come up with 
this illustrative music for the series.” 

The Petra Musical Group, which participated in this 
work, has no doubt benefitted a great deal from the 
technical and musical distribution experiment “ which 
prompted its members and myself to decide that our 
joint work from now on should be linked to and serving 
the traditional environment ," Nasser said. 

Expressing his own views about the future in the light 
of the series' success . Nasser said: “Perhaps the most 



Fun with Barbie — glamour doll as cultural icon 


By Frank Bqjak 

The Associated Pre&s 

BERLIN — Call her sub- 
lime. The most popular doll 
of all time. A cultural icon 
transcending generations. 
IPs enough to get dozens of 
artists and designers all 
worked up. 

Barbie, you see, is 35. 

The leggy, chesty molded 
plastic mannequin is 
adored, adorned, mocked 
and defrocked — even pick- 
led — .in a special 
anniversary show by mostly 
.German, artists at Be rlin’s 
premiere art exhibition halt,~ 
the Martin-Gropius-Bau. 

One Barbie is “Lady 
Liberty, ” straddling a globe 
held aloft by two ken dolls, 
hot pink high-heels crossing 
the Atlantic. Another is 


spray-painted white and 
pierced from head to ankle 
with a few hundred nails. 

Or there’s the life-size 
mannequin with the Barbie 
accessory-spangled gown 
and three-beaded shoes , 
eyeglasses framed with Bar- 
trie arms and legs. 

And lots of Barbies got 
their hair done — by stylists 
such as Vidal Sassoon. 

“There has never been 
anything like this, to my 
knowledge , relating to a 
doll, let alone Barbie, ” said 
the doll’s 77-year-old 
American creator, Ruth: 
Handler. , 

At the exhibit’s opening 
last month, Ms. Handier 
heard people use the words 
“cult” and “icon” in discus- 
sing her doll’s role in popu- 
lar culture. 


‘ Those are two words I 
had never heard before ,” 
she said. 

J3uf then there’s never 
been anything like Barbie, 
an 11 1-2-incb (29- 
centimetre) figure with a 
flawless figure who trans- 
formed “playing dolls.” 
With Barbie, girls be- 
came more than diaper- 
changing mothers. With this 
new adult doll, they could 
play out their dreams of 
adolescence and beyond. 
Barbie at the prom. Barbie . 


them.” 

Ms. Handler got the idea 
for Barbie from the paper 
dolls with which her own 
daughter played. She found 
the model in 1956 in a Euro- 
pean doll based on a comic- 
strip character, known as 
Lilli, from the German 
newspaper Bild. 

“This was the Erst adult 
doll that I saw,” said Ms. 
Handler. 


““ “k Barbie — along with Ms. 

Bdckscence and beyond, j ^dk^-pUyZncepfof 

Barbie at tbeprom. Baxbte llem M <k&Ld Jwue. 

to dotte and accessoricT-^ . 
e toa dubious 

' jSfTJ r tT market at the 1959 New 


it said to me by women,” 
Ms. Handler said in a tele- 
phone interview from her 
Los Angeles home. “ She 
was much more than a doll 
for them. She was part of 


York Toy Fair. 

The blond , blue-eyed 
beauty in the black-and- 
white striped jersey bathing 
suit and sandals, named af- 


ter Ms. Handler’s daughter, 
proved a quick hit. 

Several transformations 
later. Barbie is now avail- 
able in lots of colours in 
more than 100 lands, and 
every two seconds , another 
Barbie is sold. 

More than 700 million 
Barbie, Ken (the boyf- 
riend created in 1961) and 
Skipper (the sister who 
appeared in 1964) dolls 
have been sold, according 
to Mattel . the toymaker 
Ms. Handler founded with 
her husband in 1945. 

■'i The; idea V fori Art, 

Design And Barbie” exhibit 
came from Mattel's Ger- 
man operation, which told 
organisers that anything 
goes — except obscenity. 
Among rejected offerings 
was one by an artist named 


Stiletto who saw in Barbie 
the long-legged streetwal- 
kers of Berlin. 

One work deemed un- 
appealing by lots of the 
little girls accompanying 
mothers at the exhibit was a 
cupboard full of preserves. 
Interspersed with jars of 
pickled meat and vegetables 
were jars of pickled Bar- 
bies. 

“ Barbie , I'll gladly have 
you to eat ,” declares artist 
Frank Lindow in accom- 
panying notes. “Young, 
beautiful, crisp and fresh 
and in permanent battle 
with the expiration date. 

n 

The exhibit ran through 
March 6. Organisers said it 
has travelled to Hamburg. 
Currently, there are no 
plans to take it abroad. 






Languages enter brave new world of technology 


By Nelson Graves 
‘ Reuter 

■PARIS — Tune was when 
learning a foreign language 
was all rote, repetition and 
raps on the knuckles. _ 
the knuckles. 

Instead of mind-numbing 
vocabulary lists or the 
cacophony of a language 
laboratory, a student tack- 
ling a foreign tongue can 
noW manipulate high-tech- 
nology gadgets that create 
the linguistic equivalent of 
virtual reality. 

The sights and accents of 
Rome, London , New York, 
Tokyo and Paris are but a 
computer keystroke away. 

Last month the annual 
language fair in Paris, Ex- 
polangues , once largely the 
domain of publishers and 
travel agents, bristled with 
hardware in a- display of 
technological progress. 


Anyone comfortable with 
a personal computer and a 
mouse cannot help diving 
right in. 

Want to improve your 
French accent? Tty on a set 
of Aura-Lang headphones. 
The computer screen and 
sound lead you into a fic- 
tional restaurant where 
you’re asked to order a 
meal. 

Don’t worry if the waiter 
doesn’t understand, you 
won’t starve. The compu- 
ter, never short of patience, 
will help you work on that 
pronunciation. 

Still having trouble? The 
computer displays a “sono- 
gram” of the waiter’s voice, 
beckoning you to repeat af- 
ter him. When you speak, 
your voice traces its own 
sound graph below the wai- . 
ter’s, showing you where to 
adjust your pronunciation. 


Are you a lousy speller? 
Type “sofistikated” into a 
Franklin pocket computer 
and it replies “sophisti- 
cated”. 

Load your computer with 
a CD-Rom of the U.S. tele- 
vision series Family Album 
for a lesson in American 
culture and pronunciation 
like ‘T musta bought the 
wrong size jeans. ” 

Jeanne-Marie Cbevallier 
of the magazine Europe Et 
Liberie wonders if reliance 
on computers does not car- 
ry a price. “WW they over- 
throw hooks? Will they 
overthrow travel?” she 
asked a forum on the 
teaching instruments of 
tomorrow. 

But Expolangues Presi- 
dent Jean-Pierre Van Deth 
says technology will help 
Europeans cement ties. 

“. Rapidly evolving tech- 


nology will allow people to 
learn three, four. Eve lan- 
guages, all at a bearable 
cost, ” he said. 

Thomas Miller, language 
counsellor at the U.S. 
embassy in Paris, said tech- 
nology was needed to en- 
able 31 million non-native 
English speakers in the Un- 
ited States to learn the lan- 
guage. 

‘ There are twice as many 
Americans /earning English 
in the United States today 
as French, ” Mr. Miller said. 
“We need to have technolo- 
gy with those numbers.” 

Mr. Van Deth said 
Europe’s push towards eco- 
nomic and political union 
bad to be accompanied by 
greater respect for the con- 
tinent’s multitude of lan- 
guages and cultures to en- 
sure peace. 

“If we think of European 


nations as natural friends, 
we are doomed to failure, ” 
be said in an interview. 

“ Efforts by Charle- 
magne, Napoleon and Hit- 
ler to build a monolithic 
Europe' failed, and the na- 
tions are in a miraculous 
balance. We have to accept 
our different historical 
traditions. ” 

Mr. Van Deth does not 
begrudge the role of En- 
glish as a common linguistic 
currency but says it cannot 
open the door to cross-bor- 
der understanding. “En- 
glish allows us to speak 
from one yard to another 
but doesn’t admit us into a 
neighbour’s garden. ” 

Language instruction in 
France has been hampered 
by a war among teachers 
defending linguistic terrain, 
he says. 

The government profes- 


By Elaine Gaoley 

The Associated Press C# M M 

PARIS — It’s not easy _ » . _ 

being French these days. Or mm WRIF.mR nmm 

so the government seems to " B 

think. house,- recently wrote — in perialism” in 19 

Apprehensive authorities English, no less — for the after his Sociz 

'see outside influences — magazine Globe Hebdo. came to power. . 

namely by Americans — He was criticising the as the 19th ce 

corrupting the language, latest measure, in the cam- French were o 

trampling on tradition and paign to rehabilitate the about English v> 

spoiling the fine cuisine T national identity: A prop- ping up in busin 

So the conservative gov- osed language bill that pondence. 

eminent has taken steps would require use of French French 

over the past six months to for most commercial pur- . .. . . . 

protect the bastions of poses, inducting advertise - d ^ c 

French culture. ments. Offenders would be “ - d jJ 

Critics say the counters:- fined. 

tack is futile - and typically It's not the Bist time the * 

French French have voiced fears of explores tne trei 

“Cuituie is fwe as long as cultural demise. Sfi* riS 

we make Drover use of if. Former Culture. Minister t y u } k trend 

of the jack Laug railed against >™S threaten* 
Yves Saint Laurent fashion American •“ cultural im- But the go 


Foreign incursions spur 
French to defend identity 


perialism” in 1982, shortly 
after his Socialist Party 
came to power, .is far back 
as the 19th century, the 
French were complaining 
about English words crop- 
ping up in business corres- 
pondence. 

“The French are very 
addicted to criticising them- 
selves and being very wor- 
ried,” said Theodore Zel- 
din, a British author who 
explores the French charac- 
ter in his books. “I do not 
think the French culture is 
being threatened.” 

But the government 


does , and the main culprit is 
the United States. 

Politicians recently went 
to the rescue of “La Chan- 
son,” passing a law that will 
set quotas for French songs 
On radio stations. By Janu- 
ary 1996, 40 per cent of the 
songs aired must be home- 
made. 

Jean-Loup Tournier. 
head of a songwriters' 
group which pressed for 
help to save French music, 
said the stakes were too far- 
reaching. 

“ How far can we go. ” he 
asked, “before cultural en- 
richment transforms into 


loss of identity ?” 

The song bill came just 
before France's much bally- 
hooed victory in its battle to, 
exempt the Elm and TV 
industry from a new world 
trade agreement. The Un- 
ited States, which wanted to 
ease French government 
protection of the audiovi- 
sual sector, relented when it 
became clear France would 
veto the entire accord. 

“All this to defend 
French culture. ” Prof. Peer 
Bundgard of Danmark’s 
University of Aarhus, 
lamented in a recent article 


ses to favour diversiGca- 
tion but the vast majority of 
students continue to study 
English as their Erst foreign 
language, followed by 
Spanish and German. 

Mr. Van Deth said the 
enthusiasm for languages 
that preceeded the estab- 
lishment of a single Euro- 
pean market in 1993 waned 
dramatically as the eco- 
nomy languished after the 
Gulf War and the drive for 
European Union hit a 
rough patch. 

Companies are spending 
less on language training 
and people are opting for 
fewer trips to dabble in 
foreign languages. 

“ It’s a temporary set- 
back. ” Mr. Van Deth said. 
“Man in the 21st century 
will be a citizen not only of 
bis country but of larger 
groups like Europe.” 


in the Paris newspaper Li- 
beration. “It is a testimony 
to the melancholy for pa- 
radise lost.” 

Over the centuries. 
France has shrunk from 
mighty empire to second- 
tier power. losing wars, col- 
onies and influence. The 
French language has been 
largely supplanted by En- 
glish in intemajional 
forums. More ominously, to 
some French ofEcials. ft has 
been bastardised with En- 
glish words. 

With this in mind. Cul- 
ture Minister Jacques 
Toubon decreed language a 
geopolitical concern. A 
foreign tongue can become 
an “ instrument of domina- 
tion, ” he said, and protect- 
ing French must be a 
national cause. . 


Jordanian musician Tareq AI Nasser 

important lesson I have learnt from worki. g a i road was 
to realise that Jordan abounds with highly- ycrienced 
and talented artists that can assume 1 a hig / position 
among Arab artists." 

“The producer of the End Of A Brave Mai has aimed 
at presenting the viewers with high-quality work be- 
cause he was keen on marketing the series, and no 
doubt our high-quality musical contributici was in- 
strumental in helping him achieve his objeeth ?. " Nasser 
said. 

BOOK REVIEW 


Russian Policy In The Middle East: From 
Messlanlsm to Pragmatism 

By Alexei Vassiliev 

Ithaca Press, Reading, England 1993, £35 

Russia has lost its superpower status but remains a 
power to reckon with in the Middle East, despite the 
severity of its economic crisis and internal threats. This 
new book analyses Soviet foreign policy in the Middle 
East from the 1917 revolution to the present. The 
emphasis is on the last four decades, when Soviet power 
and influence were at their peak. Vassiliev was for long 
a journalist for Pravda, before becoming a professor at 
the Institute for African Studies in Moscow. He shows 
himself bolder in his thinking than this conventional 
party background might lead the reader to expect, with 
independent judgements on many issues, from the 
cultivation of the Cbmmunist movement in the Middle 
East, Soviet relations with Aden and San’a, Syria and 
Iraq to Palestine and Israel. 

The rise and fall of Soviet inEuence in the Middle 
East has been charted Before, notably by Mohammad 
Hrikalin Sphinx And Commissar and other books since 
1978, but rarely so frankly by a Russian writer. 
Inevitably, Soviet relations with Egypt under Nasser 
and Sadat are given close attention here. It was in 1955 
that Moscow broke the Western arms sales monopoly by 
its Erst arms deal to Egypt, with the centrepiece of 
Soviet-Egyptian cooperation becoming the construction 
of the Aswan High Dam. 

Partly because of the inaccessibility of Soviet official 
records, much of the book’s insights or revelations are 
built around interviews with anonymous Soviet diplo- 
mats and former policy-makers. These dialogues con- 
tain many examples of a refreshing frankness. But 
Soviet diplomatic reports to the Kremlin were less 
candid, nearly always refiecting what the Politburo 
wanted to hear. “There was a desire to see an imaginary 
world”, rather than the imperfect one which actually 
existed. 

An important shift in Soviet foreign policy, evident by 
the late 1960s. was greater emphasis on providing 
military assistance than development aid. The absence 
of ofEcial statistics prevents the measuring of the true 
value and costs to the USSR of its large-scale military- 
aid to Egypt, Syria, Iraq, Libya, the two Yemens. 
Algeria and other Arab states. Sceptical though he is 
about the beneEts, Vassiliev assumes the arms trade was' 
in general Enancially profitable to Moscow , besides 
boosting its political influence. “By supplying sophisti- 
cated weaponry that could be maintained and operated 
only with the assistance of Soviet technicians to certain 
countries, such as Syria, Iraq and Libya, the USSR 
ensured the presence of a considerable number of its 
military experts .” However, adds Vassiliev “with rare 
exceptions the Sovier Union did not supply the latest 
models of military hardware.” 

Noting how firm the strategic alliance between the 
U.S. and Israel remains, the writer contrasts it with the 
numerous “friendship and cooperation agreements” 
made between the USSR and so many Arab states . 
those “ ties of semi-alliance reduced to ashes”. 

For Russia in 1994, three regional states are key- 
neighbours, Turkey, Iran and Afghanistan, all sharing 
long, sensitive Russian or CIS borders guarded by 
Russian troops . Relations with these states are bound to 
remain important to Moscow, even if Arab countries of 
the Middle East also count. Predicting the future course 
of Russia’s policy. Vassiliev states, “it will be neither 
pro-Arab nor pro-American: it will serve only its own 
interests. It will prefer to gamble on more than one 
horse, i.e. on the main forces in the region, sometimes 
even competing ones.” Mutual cooperation between 
Middle Eastern states and some of the CIS republics 
may well develop on a sound basis through their 
geographical proximity’. 

But Moscow's diplomacy has another challenge in the 
Middle East, to play a helpful and subtle role in 
reaching peace seff/emenfs in serious regional problems, 
especially those of the Kurdish minorities living in 
Turkey, Iraq, Iran and Syria together with the ongoing 
war in Southern Sudan. 

An additional complication arises from the independ- 
ence of the ex-Soviet republics in Transcaucasia and 
Central Asia. Both regions are now effectively becom- 
ing part of the Middle East and are bound to experience 
political instability — Middle East International. 

Anthony Hyman 
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Scanners — 
those amazing 
tools 


By Jean-Cbade EUt 



On their very first training course, personal computer 
(PC) users are usually told that the computer is a “ black 
box ” that processes an incoming flow of data and then 
sends it back as outgoing data. The incoming data is fed 
into the black box via various 'devices called “input 
units ” while the outgoing, processed data , is sent to the 
operator via “output units. ” 

What happens in between the input and the output, 
inside the black box, is of little interest to those who are 
not particularly technically oriented and wish to see the 
results only. 

The keyboard was originally the exclusive input unit. 
It was joined in the mid-eighties by the now famous 
mouse. The most fascinating, modem input device 
however is the scanner. 

PC seamens are available in two formats. A pocket- 
size. hand held model, roughly 4x6 inches large and the 
A4 model ' hat can take documents the size of a standard 
letterhead paper. In the beginning, scanners were only 
used to fet d photographs, maps . drawings, graphs and 
all sorts oi images into the computer. Operators who 
thought th. t their wonderful machines could take only 
text rejoiad. 

Before scanners were introduced, the only way to 
process drawings with a PC was to actually do the 
drawing from the start , using the available software. In 
addition to being difficult and slow, this process did not 
give the users the possibility to take advantage of 
already existing documents. 

Once people became familiar with operations like 
scanning their own photograph and merging it in a text 
for a superior presentation for example, a whole world 
opened to them — the one of Desk Top PubUshing 
(DTP). The art of DTP now lets private users prepare 
bulletins , newsletters, even complete books, and pub- 


lish them in a very professional format. 

The most recent scanners application however is the 
Optical Character Recognition (OCR): the fastest, most 
efficient way to enter text in a computer. You can take a 
written (typed or even hand written) sheet . insert it in the 
scanner and the PC will literally read it, placing it as a 
‘text file in your favourite word processing programme. 
You can then edit it, adding, deleting or modifying 
whatever you wish. 

OCR can save you tens, hundreds of hours of tedious 
'keyboard typing. Currently , however, it is far from 
being perfect. If you are scanning an already typed 
document, the error rate will be around ten to five per 
cent. You would have therefore to retype such a 
percentage of the text. Barely acceptable. If you are 
scanning a hand written document, the error rate will 
vary from 15 per cent in the best case, up to 90 per cent 
in the worst , making the whole operation useless. 

Those who always scan the same - handwriting — i.e. of 
the same person — can spend a little, time ” teaching ” 
the scanner to better “understand” it. The process is 
rewarding and not very difficult. In such cases the error 
rate can drop down to four or three per cent, 
tremendously increasing the efficiency of the whole 
system. 

Scanners are also useful to the owners of PCs fitted 
with a fax card. Without a scanner, a PC fax can only 
transmit texts or drawings created from within the 
computer. With a scanner , existing documents, sheets 
can also be scanned and faxed making the system very 
complete and professional. 

Hand held scanners cost around JD 200 while A4-$ize 
units are around JD1000 to JD 1500. Some models work 
only in blade and white, but colour ones are becoming 
increasingly popular. Most models and brands are 
available in Jordan. 


ON THE LIGHTER SIDE 


By Mohammad A. Shuqair 


BELIEVE IT OR NOT 

Ringworm is not a worm, it is a fungus. 


The famous American composer, Joseph Griller, 
wrote a musical note for the American Constitution 
so as people would be able to chant it as a song. 


MOTHER : “Listen, boy. You should do just as I tell 
you.” 

SON: “ What nonsense you say, mum / Do you 
think you are talking to dad?” 


Friends throw old shoes at newly wedded couples 
because it is considered a lucky omen. 


A 92-year old woman used to run 24 kilometres 
daily. 

The estimated weight of the Great Pyramid of Egypt 
is 6,648,000 tonnes. 


A Chinese student at the University of Michigan 
who memorised phrases from an etiquette book, 
had his first opportunity to try them out at a 
reception given by the president of the college. 
When a cup of tea was handed to him. he solemnly 
responded: "Thank'yov. sir or madam; as the case 
maybe. . ^ 


YOUR DREAMS INTERPRETED 


La Pax, Botivia, has the highest altitude of assy city in 
the world. 


LETS LEARN ARABIC 


Upon my ward. 

I like all loads of fruit. OhBskaBsmwaaH 

Lots of people think so. 

SCmthh - hhum’imv JBZOn 

Tea is my favourite drink. 

Ash-shay sharabi s&muMdaL 
Everything comes to him who waits. 

Mau sabar zxfir. 
Tve tost weight. Lakad kbaffa wazaL 

I admire your hospitality. Esurimoqjab bBunrarndk. 
TB tell you a nice story. Sa’akool lmka kbsa btMh. 

He likes gaiety and bin. 

Basra yohfb al-manth waMahu. 
I wish you every success. Atamanna lata koUsuJak. 


DELIRIUM: You are bottling up something you need 
to get off your chest if you dreamt of 
being delirious; a sympathetic and trusty 
ear could avoid an embarrassing explo- 
sion, so try to find one. If your dream 
featured others in a delirious state , you 
will get help from an unknown source. 


INSANITY : A sort of dream of contrary, as good news 
is predicted if you dreamt of being insane, 
but if your dream featured others so 
afflicted, you can expect an unpleasant 
surprise. 


YOUR MEDICAL GUIDE 


CONFUSION: If the main feature of your dream was 
an overall or general atmosphere of 
confusion , you are being warned to 
continue along your present lines, as 
any changes you are contemplating 
could prove awkward at this time; but if 
you dreamt confusion was purely per- 
sonal , if predicts recovery of a long-lost 
hope. 


DELIRIUM 

Iti sa state of restlessness in which the patient is only 
partly conscious. Delirium usually accompanies a high 
fever, and the patient may throw himself about, pick at 
the bedclothes and mutter to himself without ceasing. A 
delirious patient is nearly always in serious danger , but 
if for some reason medical help is not readily available it 
may help to sponge him down with tepid water until the . 
doctor arrives. This will reduce the temperature of the 
body, and will often quieten the patient down for a 
while. A special form of delirium known as delirium 
trerens is associated with chronic alcoholism, and may 
folk v. ■ an exceptionally heavy bout of drinking. A 
patient educed to this condition will require treatment 
in a hospital or institution. 


BANK OF KNOWLEDGE 

1. Who wrote under the pseudonym Boz? 

2. What is another name for pyrotechnics? 

3. An invention began as a penny-farthing. What is it 


now? 

4. Which Australian balladist was nicknamed ‘Banjo'? 

5. If Unde Sam symbolises the United States, who 
symbolises Britain? 

6. What do you expect to find in an aviary? 


PUZZLES 


JOKES 


(A) POISON FROM TREES 

A deadly poison may be made from one-eighth of 
chestnut, one-fourth of pine, one-third of elm , 
one-fifth of maple, one-sixth of willow, one-seventh 
of hickory , and one-third of an oak. 

What poison is it? 


/. rlrnd man, escorted by a friend, entered a place 
». nr many of his acquaintances were assembling. 
.-Rl END: Who is it that's coming with you? 

T UND MAN: He s one of my dosest bulldozers. 


(B) OUT OF THE SQUARE 

A square figure can be cut into four pieces which 
can be rearranged to make the shape shown bene. 

How would you cut the square? — * 


The ' us was full and overcrowded . It was very hot 
that ..ay. One of the passengers got on and uninten- 
tionally trod on a man’s foot. The man steamed with 
anger white the other coldly tried to apologise. 
Rejecting the passenger’s apology, the angry man 
said: 

"Do you know who I am?” 

"Who could you be?” You're a mere passenger 
like any '•ndy here riding a bus for one piastre in such 
an immense Vat/” 




The legacy 


By E. Yaghi 


Ramadan 24, Amman — Black douds fled across the 
violent dark sky, pursued by a harsh wind. The air , cold 


and vengeful penetrated the little room and outside 


amidst the howls and groans of the torrents of weather . . 
a cock crowed thrice. The whitewashed house trimmed 


in blue withstood the onslaught of the storm while the 
dunum of land surrounding it seemed to shudder and 


huddle nearer it for shelter. The grapevines hung listless 
and lifeless, their brown limbs tired of 


reaching for an 
unknown destination, gnarled themselves in sfuofed 


growth and a few grey withered leaves dung against the 
rushing cold front until at last the wind victoriously 


laughter of his c ^ e ? ° owned °hls eves for a few . 

Back on his ^:J\ e h; ft ec k towards the\brightly 
moments and stretC uf r t ajar. Next to it± sat his 
painted tan door ^ cb Jlft^ ne ar his bed, Their 
four children in „ et roc ks in rain as if they 

faces glistened in the light M we rr^ knewhe was 

had been crying, could be tornm ^ e/es 

going to die, but it was like . wild young 

and he was young which dancedin the 

Gelds laced withpoppi^afl j d ^ 0 f 

breeze to the song ofme^owm^jm^ ^ r of 

seagulls and not too him t0 come ana walk 

the sea calling him, demanding mm . 


wrenched them free and bore them off to an unknown 
destination. Somehow, the lemon trees in the large yard 
still bore their yellow fruit which swung heavily like the 
peudulum on a clock o f doom. The rose bushes exposed 
their bareness and not a hint of growth appeared on the 
yet barren mulberry trees that leaned against the 
bordering wall for support. 

Just before the dawn prayer, inside the three-room 
bouse, an old man lay on a bed, his eyes rolled upwards 


barefoot in its w*ves. . /rfer ^d the voice- of his 
He felt a hand on tns shou!dej_anam^ 


J^mnghim back ro ^presentsa^g: 


is there anything l can gf j™- d ca rae 0 „t. 

A 3 ssyafiiSiass<— **•' 


“water/" 




towards the ceding seeing nothing as his mind wove in 
and out of consciousness into tbt 


le past , back to the 
present and through the future. He thought he faintly 
heard bis first wife’s voice when she had Been Hi, when 
she summoned him to her deathbed to hear her mumble 
out the words: ** Listen carefully my husband, although 
you are still strong, I won't be here to take care of you 


any longer. You need a wife to look after you since your 
sons have all moved away and abandoned us. I have 


some money hidden in the bedroom closet. Take it, it's 
ail yours, f saved it for such a time of need. Now, use it 
ana get married to a good woman who will carry on my 
duties. ” 

He balked at tbe thought at Erst, but after her death 
he faced a dark lonely bouse upon his return from his 
job on a tractor. There were no warm home cooked 
meals, no one to keep him company. After some 
months of solitaire sojourn, he took Jus wife’s savings 
and went and got himself a bride, who appeared as if she 
might never get married except to someone like him. 
He, an elderly man with thinning white hair, brought bis 
bride, a foreign Arab , to his small home and surround- 
ing dunum of land. There she dwelt, a serving good wife 
who bore him four children. His condition deteriorated 
until be was forced to quit bis job. He then underwent 
several operations which aided in bis further physical 
decline. During Ramadan, he was only the shadow of 
the man be used to be. One day his wife wheeled him 
out onto the porch in a wheelchair where his once robust 
frame now was only sharp angles and bones and his 
bead, too weak to be supported by his neck , slumped 
over bis chest and he remained almost oblivious to the 


felt he was drowning and as if his wife read ha yes. 
lowered his head back onto his weary pdlow. 
IOW £hJrd someone becta him 
musical voice: “Come, come with me. Take my ha na 
and I will show you a whole new world 

An apparition held out her hand. He stand at her, 
there she was, his tirst wife looking just like she did 
when she was 20. He smiled and as he mfdM ouitos 
hand to grab hers, be beard small children crying 
somewhere in the background. Just as be floated away 
with the angel of his past be thought he heard a deep 
wail. And so it was, be slipped away from the era of me 
living. Later when the sun crept up through the black 
clouds and rain, a wooden table was brought to Abu 
Deeb’s home along with a wooden coffin- His stiff wMiy 
was placed on the wooden table for his hnai earthly 
washing and then be was placed in a coffin and carried 
by bis nrst wifels sons to his grave. There he was placed 
in the silent cold earth and when his relatives who came 
to pay their final respects departed, he was left with only 
bis deeds. 

Outside his bouse, the wooden table and the 
m ffin ; their purpose served, stood empty in the pouring 
rain. Inside, four young children were left without a 
father and the good woman who bad served him until his 
death sat a lone perhaps wondering how she could 
manage without nim and who could explain to her 
youngest, a toddler, that he would never see his father 


again. 


Was he wrong to remarry in his old age and leave four 
children orphaned? Who can judge? 
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BONN — Right on cue for 
the start of an exhibition of 
Anglo-German cartoons in 
Bonn. British caricaturists 
are showing that their im- 
age of Germany has not 
changed much in 50 years. 

News that Britain's last 
volume carmaker. Rover, 
was being taken over by 
Germany’s BMW spawned 
a drawing in the tabloid 
Daily Star of a Nazi officer 
standing in a Rover giving a 
Hitler salute as the car came 
off the production line. 

Predictably, the canoon 
was reproduced the next 
day in German papers with 
some bemusement that the 
British had still not buried 
their resentment over 
World War II. 

The collection of German 
and British cartoons 
brought together by Ger- 
many’s overseas cultural 
organisation, the Goethe 
Institute, and Osnabrueck 
University, shows that 
stereotypes are deployed 
with alacrity in both direc- 
tions. 

German cartoons are full 
of images of Britain as stub- 
bornly isolationist and eco- 
nomically pitiable. 

A 1976 drawing in the 
weekly Die Zeit shows the 


looking for the British 
pound, which has sunk out 
of sight in the latest sterling 
crisis. 


In 1990 the Wesrdeutsche 
Allgemeine Zeitung pic- 
tured Prime Minister Mar- 
garet Thatcher — at the 
height of her campaign 
against a federal Europe — 
armed with a machine gun 
to repel the " 1 invaders ” who 
are just about to emerge 
after drilling the Channel 
Tunnel link from France. 

British cartoons in return 
portray Germans as arro- 
gant „ domineering and ex- 
cessively disciplined. 

"Will you be paying in 
pounds or Deutschmarks. 
Your Majesty?” asks a 
smug master of ceremonies 
in a 1992 Daily Star cartoon 
as the powerful German 
central bank, the Bundes- 
bank. entertains the queen 
to dinner after another cur- 
rency crisis. 

“ Well Englander.” bel- 
lows a muscular German 
thug at a rather feeb/e- 
looking Englishman in a 
1990 Daily Mirror canoon. 
” answer the question why 
do you not like us?” 

The cartoonists in Bri- 
tain’s popular tabloid press 


have one favourite charac- 
terisation of Germans — as 
tbe Nazis Britain fought in 
World War II. 

When the German soccer 
authorities decided in Janu- 
ary to go ahead with a 
Germany-England friendly 
in Berlin which by coinci- 
dence falls on April 20. 
Hitler’s birthday, newspap- 
ers could easily have re- 
printed a 1990 cartoon from 
the Daily Star. 

Ahead of a World Cup 
semifinal between the 
teams, the paper portrayed 
it as a replay of the World 
War II confrontation. It 
showed an ageing Hitler, 
still alive in a fictitious 
South American exile, 
watching the match on tele- 
vision. 

“ Please don 't get so ex- 
cited. my Fuehrer, it's onlv 
a game of Football.” his 
staff tell him. 

Such images touch a raw 
nerve in Germany, where 
Nazism is still too recent 
and gruesome ro be a Fit 
subject for jokes. 

They stretched the sense 
of humour of a reviewer for 
the German daily Frankfur- 
ter Allgemeine Zeitung. 
commenting on the London 
version of the exhibition 
which is running at the same 
time. 

She said one British critic 


who lamented t the need to 
be less bigoted and more 
“fair” nowadays need 1 not 
"have worried. 

“ Fairness ... is not in evi- 
dence anywhere, least of all 
in British cartoons about 
Germany, ” she wrote, 
adding that Britons' idea 
that Germans had a dark 
and evil nature led to their 
constant portrayal as goose- 
stepping Nazis. ! 
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But German cartoonists 
show they are nor short of 
ideas or humour when it 
comes to the best kind of 
reply — a cartoon. 

Margaret Thatcher, ever 
suspicious of Germany and 
the power it could wield 
after unification, was por- 
trayed by cartoonist Jupp 
Wo! ter in 1990 looking at 
I Chancellor Helmut Kohl 
through Swastika specta.- 
des. 
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A 1992 drawing in Bunte 
magazine showed a half- 
built house with a sign read- 
ing ” under construction — 
common European home, ” 
The topping-out crown 
that the roof builder has put 
on top is a hideous 
scarecrow of a vicious Nazi 
fp/d/er. armed to the teeth. 

How nice." says J an 
onlooker. “ The English 
nave already added "their 
contribution. ” ) 


fi 

m A 


R 

[V. 

T. 

f. 

iC 


By A. J. Hostetler 


The Associated Press 
ATLANTA — No one 
wants to run into urban rats 
prowling subway tunnels or 
house mice scurrying 
through cupboards. But 
they are possibly less 
dangerous than their shy 
rodent cousins. 

Federal health otticiak 
say other kinds of rodents 
are the most likely to earn 
the deadly hantaxirus ~ 
which has killed .Vi fieople 
in the United States since 
Mav. 


Hantavirus widespread but 
transmission remains unlikely 

Hostetler Early in the invcstisulMn recnwnu;™ - * 
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Early in the investigation 
of the often fatal respiratory 
illness, s. itists from the 
Centres for Disease C ontrol 
and Prevent' -i fC'DC) 
thought they might be deal- 
ing with a new \irus. Bui 
they have since changed 
their mind. 

"We re going to F tnc i han- 
tavirus all over the U.S..” 
predicted Dr. Jamie Childs. 
a CDC epidemiologist in 
charge of trapping nident * 
and looking lor signs ol 
infection. “This is mar a new 
disease. We're just nculy 


* 

3l 


recognising it.” 

Hantavirus. m tflc# . 
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causing epidemics. 


going to be the major reser- 
voir of this disease. ” 
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Most victims of last war 
outbreak lived in New Me', 
ico. Arizona. Utah and Col 
orado. where the rare re 
sptratory disease caused h 
hantavirus was first recog 
msed in May. Since thyn 
onfy isolated cases have 
ocen reported across jin. 
country. 
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Ry Ronald Blum 

fhe Associated Press 

NEW YORK - Jose Car- 
reras sees himself as the end 
of the line . the /asr tenor 
this cenrury w/rh worldwide 
popularity. 

There haven't been unv 
great debuts in almost 25 
years, since Carreras fol- 
lowed Luciano Pavarotti 
and Placido Domingo onto 
the stage. At 47. Carreras is 
the youngest of the trio and 
No, 3 in a pecking order 
that has no No. 4. 

'Tm probably the last ex- 
ponent of a generation of 
singers. ,m he said in an inter- . 
view, a day after meeting 
with his two colleagues in 
New York. 

When the three were 
coming up. music fans were 
used to hearing greats such 
as Carlo Bergonzi. Franco 
Corelli. Mario Del Monaco. 
Gtfiseppe Di Stefano. 
Alfredo Kraus. James 
McCracken. Richard Tuck- 
er and Jon Vickers. Now . 
opera impresarios can't 
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the last Qf a dying tree 


seem to create any young 
stars of that magnitude. 

“I don’t try to be philo- 
sophical," Carreras says. 
“Part of the reason could' he 
the society we are living in 
these days. We had a hun- 
ger.... The new generation 
— they live in a much more 
comfortable position — not 
just in the music, opera 
world — but in society." 

At the best houses in the 
world — the Metropolitan 
in New York, the Royal 
Opera in London, the Vien- 
na State Opera and Teatro 
alia Scala in Milan — fans 
are bored by routine casts 
on many nights and wonder 
where the great young 
voices are. 

“I go around the world 
and hear young singers, 
young talents. good ta- 
lents, " Carreras says. "But 
there are no appealing per- 
sonalities. no charismatic 
personalities, people who 
go on stage and the audi- 
ence — it’s won over before 
the note come out of the 
mouth. " 


He doesn't sound arro- 
gant when he says this. 
Rather, he sounds like most 
opera cognoscente in the 
intermission corridors. He 
is both sincere and charm- 
ing. and somewhat liber- 
ated . , top. tie had a bone 
marrow transplant on Nov. 
26. 1987 to treat leukemia, 
which then went into remis- 
sion. He resumed his career 
the following summer, cut 
bis schedule from about WO 
performances a year to 50 
and changed his outlook. 

“I’ve became a bit more 
mature after this difficult 
period in my life. " he says. 
“My other priorities have 
changed a little bit.... 
Things like success, career, 
all these things we are all 
righting so hard for. there 
are things that are so much 
more important than that . " 

Laughs and smiles come f m 
easy to his stubbly face on 
this cool, autumn after- 
noon. His dark eyes bright- 
en when he talks about his 
love of music, soccer and 
life. Work is important, hut 


rushing the globe from new 
production to new produc- 
tion no longer is the top 
priority. 

‘7 prefer rather than to 
have an engagement, (to 
have) a nice weekend, with 
my friends, playing cards 
and talking about all the 
superficial things and deep 
thoughts. I prefer to permit 
myself the luxury to sing 
one less concert. Ten years 
ago, I wouldn't have done 
that for no reason. To sing 
and to perform and to be on 
stage has been a wonderful 
thing for me. " 

Following his profession- 
al debut in Barcelona in 
1972, he was a part of the 
music world's whirlwind. 
Four years later, he sang for 
Herbert von Karajan at the 
Salzburg Easter Festival in 
a Verdi Requiem, and his 
career soared. 

Seeing the system has 
given him clues as to what 
has gone wrong. 

It’s very difficult to rind 
someone with experience to 
teach you certain things." 


be says. "In the old rimes, 
there were Toscanini. Furt - 
wangler, Bruno Walter." 

Following the deaths of 
Karajan and Leonard Bern- 
stein , the only remaining 
conductors considered 
“great" by most critics arc 
Sir Georg Solti and Carlos 
Kleiber. Teaching no longer 
is a top priority for music 
administrators. 

“Now. you arrive in an 
opera house. in 24 hours- 
you do a reAearsaf and then 
you're on stage . " Carreras 
says. 

Recause he hasn't been 
offered the right roles and 
what he feels is the neces- 
sary rehearsals. Carreras 
hasn ’t sung at the Metropo- 
litan since the 1986-87 sea- 
son, when he performed 
Don Jose in Bizet's Car- 
men. He has sung recitals at 
Carnegie Hall, and on Feb. 
10 will become the first clas- 
sical artist to give a solo 
recital at Radio C/tv Music 
Hall. 

Carreras' latest recording 
is a tribute to Mario Lanza. 



whose performance in The 
Great Caruso, a 1951 
movie, helped form the 
careers of Pavarotti. 
Domingo and Carreras. Al- 
ter seeing it at age 6 or 7 
with his parents. Carreras 
decided to start singing. 

“ They were a little wor- 
ried at the beginning ." he 
said of his parents, "be- 
cause l closed myself in the 
bathroom. " 

Four decades later, he's 
at the top of his field. On 
July 7. 1990. he appeared in 
the famous three tenors 
concert at the Baths of 
Caracal/a in Rome, along 
with Pavarotti and 
Domingo . They already are 
discussing the programme 
for the encore performance 
at Dodger Stadium next 
July 16, the night before the 
World Cup soccer final. 

While Zubin Mehta con- 
ducted last time. Carreras 
said it’s possible that James 
Levine, the Metropolitan's 
artistic director, will lend 
this performance, which is 
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Canadian model seeks fame on her own terms 
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By Samantha Conti an interview between 
Reuter shows. 

' Salvail has smooth white 

MILAN — SAe’s on the skin and a long, upturned 
short side, wears a blonde nose. At rive feet eight in- 
crew cut and a green dragon cbes, she is on the short side 

tattoo on her skull — not for a business that likes, 
exactly the portrait of most of its models tall and 
today's ^ glamorous super- leggy, 
model. But she is not one who 

She stomps down the run- was bom to follow, 
way, shooting bored looks She had a big green dra- 
or sneers at photographers. ■ gon etched onto her shaven 
while other models seduce ..LoJI in a Tokyo tattoo par - 
them with smiles. lour — what she calls the 

Eve Salvail, a 22-year-old most painful time of her 

French Canadian , is trying life, 
to stand out. She's battling Salvail, whose tattoo is' 
to, make it big as an interna- now masked by bleached 
t&nai runway model — but blonde hair, chose the dra- 
od her own terms. gpn because she thought it 

In an industry that would grab attention, 
jealously chooses its I started crying when 
queens, Salvail aims to wear , the artist just did aJittle test 
the crown.. .of, Jge anti-^on my bead," she said. "It 
model. **’ o .* l was like having a rusty razor _ t 

So far. she's done well, blade dig into your skoil for 


She was ■ a familiar face on 
the runways at Milan's au- 
tumn and winter ready-to- 
wear shows, and was off to 
Paris to model in the French 
equivalent. 

“I get used a lot because 
designers don't have to pay 
me a lot.'' Salvail said. 
“ Sometimes they don't 
even want to pay — they 
just want to send clothes, 
but clothes don't pay the 
rent," she told Reuters in 


three hours. But it was 
worth it. Now I know I can 
face any kind of physical 
pain — for three hours. " 

Designers and the public 
know Salvail, but not neces- 
sarily by her name. Most 
call her “tAe one with the 
tattoo. " 

They also know her be- 
cause of her runway perso- 
na. 

Likel a sullen adolescent 
fresh from a right with her 


parents , she storms along 
the catwalk past beaming 
supermodels like Claudia 
Schrffer and Naomi Camp- 
bell. 

“1 walk that way for pro- 
tection." Salvail said. “I 
tried and I can't do the little 
model walk. I think people 
would laugh at me if I tried, 
and say that I walked really 
bad." 

But has the strategy 
worked ? 

Salvail makes an average 
of $1,000 per show ~ the 
lower end of the scale for 
women who are considered 
“ up-and-coming " models. 
The most they usually earn 
is,; about $5,000 per show. 

Supermodels like Schif- 
fer. Campbell , Christy Turl- 
ington and Carla Bruni can 
ppm $15,000 — sometimes 
joore for a; show- '-’’ 

“I Work too hard for tAe 
money Fm making ," sAe 
said. “Fm on a plane twice 
a week which makes me 
dehydrated nnd consti- 
pated. Sometimes I don't 
even get my period." 

Salvail said her hours at 
the Milan shows ran from 
about eight in the morning 
until one a.m. the following 
day. 

In the last year she has 
made $75,000 before taxes 
— a pittance compared to 


her famous colleagues. 

Agency fees, she said, 
consume about 20 per cent 
of her salary, and she has to 
pay all of her own expenses . 

She and her agent Pina 
Rizzi, an Italfan-Canadian , 
try to stay with friends when 
they are on the road be- 
cause first class hotels are 
too expensive. 

Some fashion experts say 
Salvail just has to be pa- 
tient. 

“Eve is a fresA face , she's 
interesting and modem. 
She's today’s woman," said 
Gabriel la Mazzei , who 
works for Sbowork. a com- 
pany used by designers to 
hire models for their shows. 

“She gets work because 
designers . like her — not 
because she's cheap:' She’s 
paid well, I think, and with 
time she should make more 
money," Ms. Mazzei told 
Reuters. 

But Salvail said she 
doesn’t know how long she 
can hold out. 

“I have to ask for more 
money. If it doesn’t work 
HI just stop, I could rind 
something else to do — of 
course it wouldn’t pay as 
much as it wouldn’t be as 
glamorous, but maybe I 
would have more fun." 



Canadia n model Evm SahmU prmsmnts a black 
wmhrmt evening dress during a meant 1994/ 
95 fall/nrinter raady-to-uraar collection 
show in Paris (AFP photo) 


Abbott works new Broadway magic at age 106 


l By Brace Olson 

Reuter 

NEW YORK — George 
Abbott won a Pulitzer Prize 
when he was 72, directed a 
Tony-winner when he was 
96, and tAisyear. at 106. he 
took a job as a script doctor 
to help put a fresh face on 
an old pal. 

But even as this legend of 
Broadway worked lus magic 
in the revival of the 1955 
musical Damn Yankees. 
Abbott started feeling his 
age. 

“It really hit me the last 
year. / can’t walk, 1 have a 
hard time seeing. Hell, they 


built me a pool at my Aouse, 
/ got in it, and 1 sunk. " he 
told Reuters in a recent 
interview. 

He didn't sink with Damn 
Yankees , however. The 
script revisions swept away 
any cobwebs the musical 
might have developed in tAe 
39 years since it won eight 
Tonys. 

It's an Abbott-stamped 
musical all the way — pep- 
py. flashy, touching and 
old-fashioned witAouf being 
maudlin or trite. 

The prusical centres on a 
fervent baseball fan who 
sells his soul to the devil in 
hopes- his last-place 


Washington senators team 
can beat the bated New 
York Yankees, which in 
1955 bad won the American 
League title six times in the 
previous eight years. 

, “ Obviously , the Yankees 
aren't what they were when we 
first wrote ir* but that 
doesn't matter," Abbott 
said. “It is about the charac- 
ters — about the devil and 
his effect on people. 

“ Satan is a jolly old fel- 
low and he’s got a lot of 
tricks. It’s all a good joke. 
And it's about dancing — 
tAe dancing is sensationa7. ” 

When Abbott co-wrote 
and directed the original 


Damn Yankees, it was 
Number 92 on his list of 
Broadway credits. When it 
opens this week at the Mar- 
quis Theatre it will number 


“We were able to use 
some new pyrotechnics this 
time around," Abbott said 
of the special effects that 
brought Ere and tight to the 
Marquis. 

The revival indudes re- 
ferences to the fate , 
dreaded FBI Director J. Edgar 
Hoover in drag and to Sena- 
tor Joe McCarthy's cold 
war-era witch hunt that 
would not have played well 
in the 1950s. There's even a 




Piano rolls of Gershwin hit top of charts 


By Samuel Fromartz 
Reuter 

NEW YORK — American 
composer George Ger- 
shwin, who died more than 
,50 years ago, is topping tP e 
music charts again — 
thanks to a unique com- 
bination of musical record- 
ing technologies that span 
the 20th century. 

Gershwin Plays Ger- 
% win: The Piano Rolls util- 
ises music technologies 
from the beginning and end 
of the century to revisit the 
piano rolls he created 70 to 
80 years ago for player 
pianos. 


The compact disc from 
Elektra Nonesuch Records 
rose to the top of the clas- 
sical music charts last 
month — perhaps the first 
time since the 1920s that 
piano rolls have caught the 
imagination of an American 
audience. 

The collection includes 
Gershwin's first published 
song , When You Want 'Em 
You Can’t Get ’Em, which 
was made into a piano roll 
in 1916, when the composer 
was just 17, but never be- 
fore recorded. 

Also included are Rhap- 
sody In Blue, probably Ger- 
shwin's best known work. 


and An American In Paris, 
an elaborate and stunning 
orchestral work played on 
two pianos. 

Gersh win died in 1937. 

Billboard magazine re- 
ported in its Jan. 29 issue 
that the rolls were the top- 
selling classical recording 
and were number two in a 
wider category after the 
movie soundtrack from 
Schindler’s List. 

One reason the rolls have 
become so popular is that 
they sound so rich and 
varied — anything but the 
clunky pounding one might 
expect on an antique player 


piano. 

Piano rolls were found 
just about everywhere in 
the early 20th century , from 
saloons and concert halls to 
the homes of wealthy listen- 
ers. They were played back 
on player pianos and were 
prevalent until the pAono- 
grapb and radio were intro- 
duced around 1930. 

For the recording , music 
scAoiar Artis Wodehouse 
gathered tAe’ piano rolls 
from collectors around the 
world and played them back 
on a Yamaha Disklavier, a 
computerised grand piano 
that plays music digitally 
recorded on Soppy disks. 


little male nudity, a bit that 
deiigAred tAe preview 
crowd. 

Bebe Neuwirth, who won 
two Emmys on Cheers play- 
ing Lilith, the psychiatrist 
wife of Dr. Frazier Crane, 
stars as Lola, the devil’s 
seductive assistant who was 
played by Gwen Verdon in 
the original play and subse- 
quent movie. 

The role of Applegate, 
the devil ( Ray "My 
Favourite Martian" Wal- 
ston in the original) went to 
Victor Garber, a Broadway 
veteran who has been 
nominated three times for a 
Tony. 

He and Neuwirth will 
probably both be nomin- 
ated again but witAouf tAe 
scnrpf doctoring, the new 

tines and new book by 
Abbott and director Jack 
O’Brien, the play could 
have been rusty. 

Rust is not, however, an 
Abbott trait and he’s been 
around long enough to 
know how to a make a hit r 
age or not. 

His 106 years means 
when Abbott Erst played 
Broadway , as an actor in 
The Misleading Lady, Babe 
Ruth, the greatest Yankee 
of ail , was an 18-year-old 
without a pro contract. 
Ruth, who entered the 
Baseball Hall of Fame in 
1936, has been dead for 46 
years. 

When Abbott won the 
Pulitzer for Fioretio in 1 959, 
Mickey Mantle, the greatest 


player of the Damn Yankee 
era. was 28, in his prime. 
Mantle . who entered the 
Hall of Fame in 1974, has 
been retired for 28 years. 

When Abbott directed 
On Your Toes to a Tony in 
1983, Reggie Jackson, the 
greatest Yankee of the cur- 
rent era, was 37 and had 
already been traded to tAe 
California Angels. Jackson, 
who entered the Hall of 
Fame last year, has been 
retired for seven years. 

Abbott's Hall of Fame 
numbers include (as a wri- 
ter and/or director) The Pa- 
jama Game, A Funny 
Thing Happened On The 
Way To The Forum , Pal 
Joey, A Tree Grows In 
Brooklyn. Life With Father 
and on and on. 

But now, George Abbott 
says, he’s getting old. 

‘Tm afraid I’ll fall down 
and won't be able to get 
up." be says. “ When I was 
100, 1 felt just Sue, nowTra 
getting weak." 

That may be because ear- 
lier this year he had a pace- 
maker installed, replacing 
one that was putin when he 
was 96. 

“ This time they put a 
computer chip in there. 
Last time they put in a 
pacemaker with a 10-year 
battery. But I outlived it," 
Abbott says with a iaugA 
tAaf sounds a lot like the 
cackle you hear at the Mar- 
quis coming from a certain 
Mr. Applegate. 


Jose Cameras 

sure to be replayed millions 
of times when the videotape 
and compact disc are re- 
leased. 

Carreras says the prog- 
ramme will be different, 
which is why it interests 
him. Later this season, he'll 
sing Fedora at Covent Gar- 


den (he also sang at Barce- 
lona. Spain, recently): Car- 
men in Munich. Germany: 
and Samson er Delilah in 
Vienna. 

"It has to be a joy tor me 
to sing every time 1 go on 
stage he says. “It has to 
be a new challenge . " 


Chart-busting 
monks make 
international 

debut 


By Tracey Ober 
Reuter 

SANTO DOMINGO DE 
SILOS, Spain — The pop 
music term 'classic hits' has 
taken on a new meaning 
with the international re- 
lease of centuries-old 
Gregorian chants recorded 
in Spain by Benedictine 
monks. 

The recordings , made in 
the Abbey of Silos in north- 
ern Spain, have been suqyri-: 
singly popular among Spa- 
niards in the 16 to 26 age 
group who are more used to 
rhythm-driven music 
videos. 

Their phenomenal suc- 
cess is focusing internation- 
al attention on the 36-mem- 
ber community of monks 
that has been quietly study- 
ing religious manuscripts 
for more than 1,000 years. 

“We are surprised by the 
success and delighted that 
people enjoy the chants, 
but if the press comes here 
every day like today, it 
would disturb our peace 
and serenity," said Father 
Miguel Vivanco. 

When the producers 
announced they were laun- 
ching the chants worldwide, 
some 100 journalists from 
international fete vision, 
radio and news organisa- 
tions invaded the tiny town 
of Silos to End out the 
secret of their success. 

They thrust microphones 
and cameras into the faces 
of the startled monks, who 
eschew publicity and rarely 
venture out of the abbey. 
Attendance at their midday 
mass has grown as their 
music has risen on the Span- 
ish charts, but their serene 
routine of prayer and study 
has remained unchanged. 

“Do you want to be a 
rock star?" asked one jour-, 
natist. 

“No, I’m just a monk. 
This is not singing, it’s a 
form of prayer for me, " said 
Father Miguel. 

The set of two compact 
discs, which includes four 
recordings made in the 
abbey since 1973. has sold 
300,000 copies in Spain 
since November, making 
two platinum and one gold 
disc in pop chart sales and, 
on classical charts . platinum 
12 times over. It edged out 
popular Cuban vocalist 
Gloria Estefan from the top 
spot in the Spanish charts 
for rir consecutive weeks . . 

The producers believe 
the monks' plainsong offers 
a tranquil alternative to dis- 
cordant, rebel music such as 
grunge, “bakalao" and rap. 

“The new generation is 
hungry for spirituality. 


Twentieth century rock and 
pop has totally lost touch 
with the public,” said 
Rafael Perez Arroyo , clas- 
sical music director for the 
recording company, EMI. 

Gambling that the chants 
are more than a passing 
fashion, the producers are 
aggressively marketing 
them overseas as the anti- 
dote to a hectic society 
which is starting to look 
inward as the new century 
"swears. United Stares public- 
ity reads “prepare for the 
* new millenium." 

Gregorian chant conduc- 
tor Ismael Fernandez De La 
Cuesta explains that the in- 
tensity of the chant, which 
was used widely before 
Latin masses were largely 
replaced by vernacular ser- 
vices in the 1960s, speaks to 
that inner person. 

He said the Santo 
■ Domingo De Silos monks 
were particularly adept at 
interpreting the' chants to 
evoke an internal response, 
Barely aware of the in- 
terest they have created, 
the black-hooded monks 
gather seven times a dr" ' 
a spartan, stone ■ cli- 
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The monks are to give up 
recording for the time 
being. 

“VVe are just dedicated to 
prayer, that is what we do." 
said Father Eduardo. 
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AIDS discoverer seeks cash for pioneering research 


?.-* * .13 (R) — The French 
i i' of the AIDS 

virus bus appealed for inter- 
r, tional funding to pay for 
f. - . . ‘o the killer dis- 
» ...w ~ J it? check its explo- 
sive eprejd worldwide. 

iw feasor Luc Montag- 
:».er, ni .in interview to 
mark the first year of his 
World Foundation for 
4JDS Research and Pre- 
“ said he planned to 
bund research centres for 
people infected with the 
virus HIV in France and the 
Ivory Coast. 

He acknowledged he had 
raised only a fraction of the 
money needed ft? fund the 
project. 

The centres could play a 
key role in helping increase 
the life expectancy of those 
contaminated by the HIV 
virus that causes AIDS, he 
said. 

“ The problem with AIDS 
research is that wc (rave no 
time to waste. We have to 
go as fast as possible in both 
the search for therapy and 
for a vaccine, ” said Prof. 
Montagnier, a Pasteur Insti- 
tute researcher who identi- 
fied HIV in 1983. 

“The plan is for the re- 
search centres to take in 
HT\ r -infccted patients who 
are not very ill. and to have 
a laboratory on site which 
would carry out tests we 
have designed to find the 
best therapy possible." he 
said. 

The World Health Orga- 
nisation (WHO) says the 
number of' people con- 
taminated by the HIV virus 


will grow from 10 million to 
40 million by the end of the 
decade. 

For those infected with 
the HIV virus, there is 
usually a 10-year "silent 
period" before the virus 
leads to AIDS (acquired 
immune deficiency syn- 
drome). Prof. Montagnier 
said researchers did not 
know how to intervene dur- 
ing this period. 

"The blood cells we have 
to study in AIDS research 
die very quickly. Having the 
laboratories close to the pa- 
tients, in the same building, 
would be very important." 
he said. 

Within two years, as 
opposed to the five year- 
delay in current experi- 
ments, researchers could 
find the best combination of 
therapy techniques, he said. 

Prof. Montagnier said on 
launching his foundation. 
associated with the U.N. 
Educational , Scientific and 
Cultural Organisation (UN- 
ESCO), that he would seek 
to promote bold research 
that official institutes were 
reluctant to undertake. 

Asked if the centres 
would be the first of their 
kind, he answered: "To my 
knowledge, yes. There are 
already campuses with 
laboratories close by. Bur 
they are not integrated and 
they are on a small scale. " 

The foundation has so far 
raised only four million 
francs ($690,000), Prof. 
Montagnier said. He said he 
needed 100 million francs 
($17 million) to pay for a 


centre to be built at Paris’ 
private St Joseph Hospital. 

Another centre would be 
built in Abidjan nith fund- 
ing by African banks includ- 
ing the African Develop- 
ment Bank. Prof. Montag- 
nier said it would boost 


research into the history of 
HIV infection in Africa. 

The continent is the har- 
dest hit but least able to 
fight the disease. 

Since the HIV virus iden- 
tified by Prof. Montagnier 
hit Africa some 15 years 


ago, more than eight mil- 
lion people have been in- 
fected in sub-Saharan Afri- 
ca — more than half the 
HIV-positive people in the 
world. 

Prof. Montagnier says 
scientists have bit a dead 


end in their efforts to pro- 
duce an eff&riveanti-AIDS 
vaccine and must now ex- 
plore new ways of making 
one work. 

“ This is the time to 
rethink the vaccine because 
the first avenues we ex- 


AIDS spreading fastest 
among heterosexuals 


ATLANTA (R) — Researchers have reported that for 
the first time AIDS is spreading fastest among heterose- 
xuals who have no reported contact with two high-risk 
groups — intravenous drug users and bisexual men. 

The U.S. Centres for Disease Control and Prevention 
(CDC), said a 1995 survey shows that, by a conservative 
estimate, nine per cent, or 9.51X1. of 105.500 new AIDS 
cases last year arose from heterosexual contact, up from 
1.9 per cent in I9S5. 

The proportion of AIDS cases involving homosexual 
contact between men fell below 50 per cent for the first 
time, from 66.5 per cent in 1992 to 46.6 per cent, 
according to the study. 

But most significant are figures showing that the 

•biggest group of heterosexual cases 19 . 7 per cent — 

consists of people with HIV-infected sexual partners 
whose risk for contracting the disease was unknown or 
went unreported. 

Up to now. AIDS among heterosexuals has been 
attributed largely to contact with intravenous drug 
users, a category that represented 42.5 per cent ot 
heterosexual!)' transmitted AIDS cases in 1995. 

Patricia Flemming, chief of reporting and analysis for 
the CDC's HIV/ AIDS D iris ion. said the findings could 
mean the disease is breaking free of traditional risk 
groups and beginning to spread more broadly through 
the heterosexual community. 

But she said the continued prevalence of AIDS 
among minorities and women led researchers to suspect 
that many more cases involve drug users and bisexuality 
than are being reported. 


“We’re monitoring this group because if it rums out 
that the partners have been injecting-drug users or 
bisexual men. then we’re still seeing primary HIV 
transmission. ” Ms. Hemming said. “But if not. then 
we’re seeing a broader transmission into the heterosex- 
ual population .*’ 

Women make up 66 per cent of all heterosexually 
transmitted AIDS cases and up to now have largely 
contracted the disease from drug users or bisexual men. 

But the new figures, which show increasing rates 
among teenagers and young adults, could indicate that 
women in the same category are now transmitting the 
disease to the general heterosexual populace. 

“We don’t want the public to get the message that it is 
only an epidemic of gay men and injecting-drug users. " 
said Ms. Flemming. 

Acquired immune deficiency syndrome (AIDS) is a 
fatal disease caused by the HIV virus, which spreads 
through the transfer of bodily fluids. 

Heterosexuals with the highest risk for HIV infection 
are teenagers. Adults with more than one sexual 
partner, people who suffer from other sexually transmit- 
ted diseases and others who live in areas inhere AIDS is 
prevalent, particularly the south and the northeast. 

Overall, the CDC study showed a III per cent rise in 
the number of AIDS cases reported in the United 
States. But the agency pointed out that the figures were 
skewed by a 1993 case redefinition that dramatically 
increased the numbers. 

Based on the pre-1993 AIDS surveillance definition, 
the total number of cases declined two per cent. 


plored are wrong. They 
have reached a dead end . ’ 
Prof. Montagnier told Reu- 
ters. . . 

Vaccines work by inject- 
ing viral proteins into the 
body to stimulate the im- 
mune system to produce 
antibodies that protect cells 
from invading viruses, such 
as the HIV virus that causes 
AIDS. 

Prof. Montagnier said 
vaccines tested so far on 
volunteers .have succeeded 
in triggering the production 
of antibodies against only 
one strain of HTV and not 
the hundreds of others that 
exist. 

“We made vaccines that 
only protect against one 
strain , not the others.. 
Therefore they are use-, 
less," he said. 

He stressed that these 
first vaccines, while not reli- 
able in protecting against 
AIDS, have advanced re- 
search efforts and will con- 
tribute to developing a suc- 
cessful vaccine. 

Researchers have now 
found so many different 
strains of HTV that it would 
be impossible for a single 
vaccine to generate anti- 
bodies against all of them — 
not to mention those still 
not identified. 

Prof. Montagnier said re- 
searchers should try to de- 
velop vaccines with diffe- 
rent aims. Such as to make 
mucus membranes — where 
sexual transmission takes 
place — able to defend 
themselves. 

People should not pin too 


high hopes on a vaccim 
because there was no way cf 
knowing when one might oe 
developed, he said. 

•Tm not saying tnerc 
won’t be a vaccine. In any 
case it will take a long time 
and it won’t solve every 
problem. We have to fore- 
see living with the virus for 
a long time to come , he 
said. 

Prof. Montagnier discus- 
sed logistical problems in 
developing efficient vac- 
cination programmes m 
Third World countries 
where AIDS is spreading 
most rapidly. 

" Even if there was a vac- 
cine that worked in the 
laboratory. It would take 
years to distribute it so that 
it could play a role in stem- 
ming the epidemic. ’ 

Researchers have warned 
that a vaccine could raise 
complex problems fer 
health policymakers that In- 
clude how to finance vac- 
cination programmes - and 
liability issues for manufac- 
turers. - 

When Prof. Montagnier is 
not flying around the world 
raising money for research, 
he is in his laboratory ex- 
ploring evidence that cer- 
tain bacteria must be pre- 
sent when HTV invades the 
body. 

“I am realistic," Prof. 
Montagnier said. "All ave- 
nues must be explored at 
the same time. We don’t 
know which one will be the 
right one. But I think that 
we will succeed. That we 
will have a vaccine .’* 




An aspirin a day: Better than apple? 


By Jane E. Brody 

NEW YORK — “Cheap 
100-Year -Old Household 
Drug Found to Fight Heart 
Attacks, Strokes, Cancer, 
Etc.** sounds like a too- 
good-to-be-tme headline. 

But dozens of studies in- 
volving mote than a million 
people have haded such a 


drug. It is none other than 
ordinary aspirin, the stand- 
by for reducing pain , fever 
and inflamma tion. 

The findings of recent 
studies strongly suggest that 
an aspirin a day — or at 
least every other day — 
may be better than an apple 
at keeping the doctor away. 

Aspirin, these studies in- 


dicate, can reduce a per- 
son’s chances of suffering a 
heart attack or stroke and 
of developing cancers of the 
colon and other digestive 
organs. 

It may also improve brain 
function in people with de- 
mentia who have suffered 
little strokes, ward off or 
reduce the severity of mig- 


raine headaches and help 
prevent hazardous high 
blood pressure in pregnant 
women. Also being studied 
are aspirin’s possible roles 
in preventing cataracts and 
averting recurrences of gall- 
stones. 

And, in general, these 
benefits accrue from very 
low doses of the drug. 
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known chemically as acety- 
lsalicyHc add, derived from 
a substance in the bark of 
the willow tree that was 
used medidnally by the • 
Greek physician Hippo- 
crates in the 5th century 
B.C. 

But aspirin did not offi- 
dally enter the medical 
armamentarium until the 
1890s, when a chemist who 
worked for the Bayer Divi- 
sion of a German phar- 
maceutical company de- 
veloped it partly out of a 
desire to relieve his father's 
painful, crippling arthritis. 
Hailed as the closest thing 
to a pain-relieving panacea, 
aspirin soon became one of 
the world*s most widely 
used drugs. 

When sdentists in the 
1960s and 1970s finally un- 
raveled how aspirin works 
chemically in the body, the 
drug assumed a whole new 
life. Aspirin was found to 
block the production of sub- 
stances called prostaglan- 
dins. Among many other 
actions , prostaglandins 
promote Che dumping of 
blood cells called platelets, 
a crucial step in the forma- 
tion of blood clots that 
could precipitate heart 
attacks and strokes. 

In a five-year study of 
22,000 middle-aged doc- 
tors, those who took one 
ordinary aspirin tablet ev- 
ery other day suffered 40 
per cent fewer heart attacks 
than those given a look- 
alike dummy medication. A 
similar placebo-controlled 
study is now under way in 
women. 

It has already been noted 
in a six-year study of 90,000 
nurses that those who said 
they took one to six aspirins 
a week suffered 25 per cent 
fewer heart attacks than 
nonaspirin users. 

Aspirin had previously 
been found to be effective 
in treating heart attacks; 
when given within hours of 
an attack (the sooner the 
better), it was shown to 
reduce cardiovascular 
deaths by 23 per cent and 
reduce deaths by 25 per 
cent. And when taken reg- 
ularly by heart attack pa- 
tients, it reduced car- 
diovascular deaths by 23 per 
cent and reduced the risk of 
a second nonfatal attack as 
well as nonfatal strokes by 
nearly 50 per cent. 

Based on these findings, 
experts have urged that a 
supply of aspirin be kept 
wherever a heart attack vic- 


tim mjght not be able to 
receive immediate medical 
attention. 

The latest excitement sur- 
rounds the observation that 
regular users of aspirin have 
reduced rates of cancers of 
the colon, rectum, stomach 
and esophagus. These can- 
cers combined cause about 
81,000* deaths a year in the 
United States. 

Colorectal cancer alone is 
the United States* second 
leading cause of cancer 
deaths and the leading can- 
cer killer among nonsmok- 
ers. 

The most telling study to 
date, conducted by the 
American Cancer Society, 
involved more than 660,000 
men and women whose 
health status has been mon- 
itored few a decade. 

It suggested that as aspir- 
in use rose, the risk of 
cancer death fcD; those who 
used aspirin 16 or more 
times a month were about 
half as likely to die of colon 
cancer as nonusers. 

Looking at all four diges- 
tive system cancers 
together, cancer society re- 
searchers found a 40 per 
cent lower death rate 
among men and women 
who used aspirin 16 or more 
times a month for at least 
one year. And the longer 
aspirin has been used, the 
lower the risk, they re- 
ported. 

Aspirin may also be use- 
ful m fighting cancer. It 
stimulates production of 
two cnncnr -f jghting compo- 
nents of the immune sys- 
tem: gaxnmr interferon and 
interleukin-2. Researchers 
are now studying its effect 

as an adjunct to convention- 
al treatment. 

Despite its long history 
and popularity, aspirin does 
have side effects that can 
become serious in some 
people ; It increases bleed- 
mg tendencies and in some 
people causes bleeding in 
the stomach, an effect that 
can often be countered by 
using enteric-coated aspir- 
in. 

Preventive aspirin ther- 
apy is most often recom- 
mended for men over 40 
and women over 50 who 
have one or more major 
risk factors for heart dis- 
ease, including smoking, a 
family history of heart 
attack before 55, high blood 
pressure, unfavourable 
cholesterol levels, obesity 
or diabetes — The New 
York Times. 


Thoughts for this week 


The essence of taste is suitability. Divest the word of its 
prim and priggish implication*, and see how it expresses 
the mysterious demand ot the eye and mind for - 
symmetry, harmony and order — Edith Wharton, * 
American author (1862-1937). 

To have reason to get up in the morning, it is necessary 
to possess a guiding principle ,■ a belief of some kind, a 
bumper sticker, if you will ~ Judith Guest, American 
author (1936- ). il 

There maybe peace without joy, and joy without peace , 
but the two combined make happiness — John Buchan, 
1st baron tweedsmuir, Scottish author (1875-1940). 

Wisdom is divided into two parts, (a) having a great deal 
to say, and yet not saying it — Anonymous. 


ANSWERS 

BANK OF KNOWLEDGE 

1. Charles Dickens 
2 Fireworks. 

3. A bicycle. The penny-farthing had one large wheel in 
front and a small wheel behind. 

4. Andrew Barton Paterson who wrote Waltzing Matil- 
da. Other ballads he wrote are The Man From ThS 
Snowy River and Clancy Of The Overflow. 

5. John Bull. 

6. Birds. 
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PUZZLES 

(A) 

Hemlock. cHestnut —pinE —elM—mapLe— willO* 
— hiCkory — oaK 


The solution is shown in the diagram below: 

(A) 









"n. 

2S. 

>*. 

"jij 
, 6ji e . 

'ifl n 
' fu' 1 


> 

1 hK 

? r/j • 

N 

!hcrt h 
U \ 


frih, 

>' j 


’Wf; 

% 
f*V 

^htu. 


Inc 




,0 V 

' IS* 


c ‘> for r ^ 

: 

Jf'h't £ 
a mujfj 


mi, 


iri\% 


'M/ihjc; 

said, "v 

Wc I, 
one «ij- 
toi I fa 
vecd. p 

uain* 


Hfft 


Jf UiVJff 
» II fjpiE 
|J mind 

h Hint* 


' is neces 
■ome k c. 
/. Arcs- 


TftiW/e 

oftnifc: 

<V75./m 


’ a ciTs/t 

tin. 


t: 






ft' 








■a' ■ 

'•i 

p»: 

% 

a: 

-\ 

tv. 

it 


a: 

iv 

■r 

b* 

a: 

V> 

-*} 

bi 

-"3 

b* 

.ri 

-t 


. 1 - 

-3 

t£ 

i*: 

w 

IS 


Created 
equal? 


By Richard Harwood 

JOURNALISTS have trouble 
defining the commodity we call 
news. 

Sometimes well say, “It’s 
what we (editors) say it is.” 
Others are prone to quote for- 
mer Supreme Court justice 
Potter Stewart’s definition of 
pornography: “I can’t define 
it, but I know it when I see it.” 

There is confusion as well 
over the elementary question 
of who is or isn’t a jour nalis t 
Are Barbara Walters, Geraldo 
and Bob Woodward in the 
same line of work? Is Diane 
Sawyer, a former Miss Teen- 
age America, paid $5 million 
to $7 million a year by ABC 
News because she is a great 
reporter, or because she is an 
attractive personality with a 
gift for gab? 

The ethics of “checkbook 
journalism” is a factor in this 
disagreement, but the real ques- 
tions have to do with defini- 
tions. 

Deciding Wbat’s News, a 
study of American journalism, 
tells us that “news,” as re- 
flected in the networks and 
news magazines, is a very li- 
mited concept. These media, 
as well as our leading newspap- 
ers, believe that news is pri- 
marily accounts of what politic- 
al and cultural celebrities say 
and do — presidents, presiden- 
tial candidates, members of 
Congress and other federal and 
state officials. 

Between 70 per cent to 85 
per cent of all “news” stories 
involve these elites. Ordinary 
people — the unknowns who 
are not rich or powerful but 
who' include the vast majority 
of Americans — get short 
shrift. Taey make the news 
when they are involved in pro- 
tests, strikes and riots or 
assume the role of “victihns,” 
criminals and moral deviants. 

More than half of all “news” 
stories are generated by press 
released and staged events, 
such as press conferences, 
“government decisions, prop- 
osals and ceremonies” or by 
^government conflicts an^bdasi. 

4£g?S0Beztfi^:2iSHsonn^ 4e&. 
sions and “crimes, scandals 
and investigations.” 

The resutt is that “ordinary 
people never come into the 
news except as statistics. How 
onfinary people work, what 
they do outside working hours, 
in their families, churches, 
dubs and other organisations, 
and how they relate to govern- 


ment and public agencies hard- 
ly ever makes the news.” 

So domestic “news” for the 
American media, is “about 
affluent people (both black 
and white) almost by defini- 
tion, since the main actors in 
the news are public officials, 
whose incomes are in the top 1 
to 5 per cent of the income 
distribution.” 

Foreign news refleas these 
biases and is highly 
ethnocentric, dealing with 
“stories thought relevant to 
Americans or American in- 
terests; with the same themes 
and topics as domestic news or, 
when the topics are distinctive, 
with mterrpretatioDS that apply 
.American values.” 

This is the “hard news” to 
which established newsmen re- 
fer and that preoccupies all of 
the “mainstream” media — 
the networks, the news maga- 
zines and the national or semi- 
national newspapers. 

The preoccupation of the 
despised TV “news maga- 
zines” is with “celebrities,” 
gross deviants such as Jeffrey 
Dahmer and other aberration- 
al characters, “child abusers” 
et al. Diane Sawyer's latest 
scoop was an interview with 
Charles Manson and a couple 
of his murderous followers. 

The lines between ‘hard 
news” and TV magazine pro- 
ductions is thus “binned,” as 
CBS News co-anchor and man- 
aging editor Dan Rather notes, 
since all the mainstream media 
dip into both pools of what we 
call “news” — sensation on the 
one hand, and the agenda of 
the League -of Women Voters 
on the other. 

We in the “mainstream” 
media deplore die “commer- 
cialism” of “get the ratings or 
die.” But, in fact, we are all in 
the same boat. We need rat- 
ings, circulation gains and the 
advertising they generate to 
survive as profitable enter- 
prises. 

“We mix entertainment with 
“hard news” because “hard 
news” overwhelmingly domin- 
ated by political and economic 
r elites, is -not especially salable 
! to .{he masses whosc.Uyes and 
interests are systematically 
ignored. They donV'fit sfan-' 
dard definitions of “news.” 


The writer is a former 
rwnhnnikiTwii of The Washing- 
ton Post. The article is re- 
printed from the Washington 
Post. 


By Francis Ghiles 

THE GROUPE Islamique 
Arme (GIA), the most radical 
of the religious fundamental- 
ist groups which, since the 
electoral process was inter- 
rupted two years ago, has 
been battling with the Alge- 
rian array and security forces, 
stepped up its pressure on 
Feb. 17 when it enjoined the 
country's 17,000 tax officials 
to stop collecting taxes or risk 
death. The GIA’s message to 
senior tax officials insisted 
that Islam did not allow the 
levying of taxes except the 
Islamic zakaL The state tax 
office dosed their doors to 
the public as a result. 

Parallel developments 
have seen the GlA force 
butchers to sell meat at a. 
third of the normal price, 
thus forcing a number of 
shops in Algiers to close. 
Private bus companies have 
been ordered to segregate 
men and women passengers. 
And in many villages near 
Blida, French newspapers 
and smoking are banned, and 
tbe veil for women is all but 
obligatory. 

The more radical Islamic 
factions have been waging a 
well orchestrated campaign 
against tbe state since Janu- 
ary 1992. Their first targets 
were members of the families 
of security forces personnel, 
often policemen who were not 
involved in the repression 
being carried out by special 
units. Intellectuals who were 
outspoken in their criticism 
of the idea of an Islamic state 
followed, even when, like 
writer Taber Djaout, they 
were outspoken critics of the 
practices of the Algerian 
state. 

- Rachid Mhnouni, one of 
the more outspoken critics of 
fundamentalist ideas who has 
recently sought refuge in 
Morocco after his daughter 
received death threats, has 
pointed out that fun- 
damentalist pamphlets state 
point-blank that “those who 
criticise us with their pen 
must die by the sword”. The 
only time he succeeded in 
having a debate on radio with 
a radical Islamic “intellec- 
tual”, his interlocutor called, 
on three occasions during the 
broadcast, for Mimouri to be 
murdered. The intellectuals 
are on the front line. That 
thousands of them have been 
forced to flee Algeria since 
1992 represents^' major vie- 
tory for’the more ‘radical Isla- \ - ' 
r mic grbups. That" ,J such in- “ 74 * 
tolerance mirrors the intoler- 
ance so long displayed by the 
Algerian state and the party 
which, from independence in 
1962 until the riots of Octo- 
ber 1988. held a monopoly of 
power, is of little consolation. 

The Algerian population 
and, more recently foreign 




Algerian soldiers man a checkpoint in Algiers (File photo) 


Can Algeria be saved from the dinosaurs? 

and of higher quality than 
those sold in state shops. 
Algeria's economic manager*- 
have succeeded over the last 
three years in accumulating 
all the adverse effects of ar. 
economic readjustment prog- 
ramme and none of its be- 
nefits. That is the insure of 
the Algerian mir.* . - :rd: 

makes one scnioi i'.'Jii 
observer note th.-. conn- 
try is coming ,o look, like 
Jurassic Part -~ a cnSJ/crion 
of dinosaurs. Such i* com- 
ment is ho Vi ever, unfair to 
many officials, people of high 
personal integrity. Yet, col- 
lectively. the nomerifc/anira 
has proved quite incapable of 
meeting the challenge. 

Western governments to- 
day despair of Algeria's in- 
capacity to launch "bold eco- 
nomic reforms. They will not 
be happy to see radical Mus- 
lim groups share in or take 
over power. 

They do not .disagree with 
Prime Minister Malek when 
he says that Algeria is “bear- 
ing the cost of maintaining 
stability in North Africa." 
But they are suffering from 
what one observer "called 

“metal fatigue”. 

Middle East International 


residents, are hostage to an 
ever more violent confronta- 
tion which is degenerating 
into what can only be called 
civil war. More than 3,500 
Algerians have lost their lives 
over the past 25 months 
(many more according to 
some sources), and 30 fore- 
igners have also died. Fore- 
ign nationals have regrouped 
m Algiers, Oran and Annaba 
and, in the case of the oil 
companies, moved to the 
comparative safety of the 
Sahara. No one really knows 
what goes on in the many 
small towns and villages of 
Africa's second largest coun- 
try. Although Ramadan has 
brought cars and people out 
onto the streets of Algiers, 
most Algerians and those 
foreign diplomats who re- 
main at their posts normally 
i jock their front doors at dusk 
■only to emerge the next 
morning. 

Fear and bewilderment are 
written on every face, not 
least those of young police- 
men and soldiers — they are 
caught in a confrontation 
which they have not sought 
and the sheer savagery of 
both sides fills many with 
shame. 


The determination to fight 
on remains — best expressed 
by the prime minister, Redha 
Malek, once his country's 
ambassador in Washington 
where he played a key role in 
helping secure the release of 
U.S. diplomats held hostage 
in Tehran. He is that rare 
man in the Algerian elite 
who, two years ago, ques- 
tioned some of the beliefs he 
had held before in a book 
published in Algiers. He in- 
sists that he is open to dia- 
logue^bur nor with “terror- 
ist”. “Terrorism must be li- 
quidated, it has crossed the 
threshold of barbarity." 

The new head of state. 
General Zeroual is, like the 
prime minister, a man of un- 
contested peisonal integrity, 
a senior officer who, as milit- 
ary commander of the city of 
Constantine, refuseef orders 
from" the presidency ttfcTioot 
at the crowds of demonstra- 
tors in October 1988. In his 
first address to the Algerian 
people in early February, he 
acknowledged their desire for 
"radical change”. Security 
measures alone would be 
powerless to solve the deep 
political, economic and cultu- 
ral crisis which has engulfed 


the country. 

Yet Zeroual and other 
senior officers face a cruel 
dilemma. How do they ex- 
plain the lack of support the 
army lent to the bold econo- 
mic and political reforms im- 
plemented by Mouloud Ham- 
rouche between 1989 and 
1991? How do they explain 
the backing they gave his two 
successors, Sid Ahmad Ghc- 
zali and Belaid Abdessalam, 
who between them tore up 
the agreement reached with 
the International Monetary 
Fund (IMF) in June 1991. 
and reversed economic re- 
forms which had done away 
with the state monopoly on 
foreign trade, cut back state 
subsidies, devalued the dinar, 
opened up the country to 
foreign investment, handed 
back land expropriated in the' 
early 1970s to its former own- 
ers and allowed" the press a 
treasure of freedom equalled 
in few places in the Arab 
World? 

Senior Algerian officials 
carry on making fools of 
themselves in a manner 
which defies belief. Two 
weeks ago. the director of the 
treasury. Baba Ahmad, 
solemnly announced that the 


country's decision to negoti- 
ate with the IMF had been 
taken "freely" — even illiter- 
ate Algerians know this to be 
the exact opposite of the 
truth in a year when servicing 
the foreign debt of S26bn will 
absorb the country’s entire 
oil and gas income. Many 
Algerians noted their minis- 
ter of the economy's declara- 
tion to the Washington Post 
that Algeria would only 
accept a form of IMF “medi- 
cine" “defined in such a way 
that it does not bring about 
any kind of social unrest”. In 
1991, Benhachenchou was 
vitriolic in attacking the 
agreement Hamrouche 
signed with the IMF. 

Meanwhile, Algerians face 
all the disadvantages of de- 
valuation and belt-tightening 
and none of the advantages. 
.The price of onions has near- - 
ly trebled since last Decem- 
ber, that of coffee, when it 
can be found , has doubled, 
sugar has gone up 50 per 
cent, and 94 per cent of last 
year's 1 18bn dinar budget de- 
ficit is accounted for by sub- 
sidies to loss-making state 
companies. Privately sold 
goods such as car batteries 
and light bulbs are cheaper 
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Peres: Some steps possible 


(Continued from page 1) 

for reducing tensions there by 
taking out the 450 Jews who 
live in six buildings scattered 
among the 110,000 Arabs in 
the occupied West Bank town. 

Mr. Peres also rejected the 
idea of an armed international 
force, saying they had proved 
ineffective against -violence in 
Somalia, Bosnia and else- 
where. 

In Hebron, he said Israel 
would take immediate, legal 
steps to meet Palestine Libera- 
tion Organisation (PLO) 
security concerns such as the 
measures already taken to ban 
extremist Jewish groups and 
confiscate submachine guns 
from those advocating anti- 
Arab violence. But he would 
not specify further steps. 

The foreign minister said 
Israel had made some sugges- 
tions to tbe PLO about who 
might serve as the foreign 
observers agreed on for the 
autonomy areas of the Gaza 
Strip and Jericho. He said 
although Hebron was not in- 
cluded in the declaration of 
principles and foreign obser- 
vers could be deployed there 
under special arrangements. 

He said the suggestions re- 
volved around tbe countries 
donating economic aid, but the 
observers could not be either 
soldiers or diplomats. 

“In Hebron, we can do it as 
an addition,” he said. “We can 
take additional steps in Heb- 
•ron.” 

Mr. Peres did not elaborate, 
but he said any action Israel 
deckled to take would be im- 
plemented only after the PLO 
returned to the negotiating 
table and in consultation with 
the organisation. 

The Palestinians have re- 
fused to return to the negotia- 
tions on implementing the 
September Israel-PLO auton- 
omy accord due to the Feb. 25. 
massacre. 

.PLO leader Yasser Arafat 
has demanded that the United 
Nations Security Council con- 
demn the massacre, and it is 
expected to vote on a resolu- 
tion Friday. Israeli press re- 


ports said Mr. Arafat also 
wanted the curfew lifted from 
Hebron. The residents have 
been kept indoors since the 
massacre, sometimes allowed 
out for an hour or two per day 
to get supplies. 

Palestinians stress that Mr. 
Arafat cannot return to the 
peace talks empty-handed, 
otherwise be would risk losing 
the local constitutency needed 
to allow him to govern effec- 
tively once autoDomy starts. 

Major General Amnon Sha- 
hak, the army’s deputy chief of 
staff and top negotiator, told 
Hebron leaders Tuesday that 
the dty’s turn would come for 
autonomy after self-rule is im- 
plemented in the Gaza Strip 
and Jericho area, Israel radio 
reported. 

In a PLO attempt to show 
that it was not intransigent, 
four top leaders of Mr. Ara- 
fat’s Fateh faction from the 
Gaza Strip accepted an unpre- 
cedented invitation and met 
with Labour Party legislators 
at Israel's parliament. 

“The head of the PLO can- 
not, after this incident, con- 
tinue down the same path 
under tbe same conditions,” 
Hi sham Abdul Razik, head of 
the PLO in Gaza, told the 
legislators in the flnent Heb- 
rew he learned during two de- 
cades in Israeli jails. 

Safi an Abu Ziadeh, spokes- 
man of Gaza’s Fateh office, 
told reporters that the meeting 
was “not part of the current 
talks iu Tunis and Washing- 
ton.” 

Right-wing legislators 
attacked their counterparts. 
The Tsomet party issued a 
statement saying bringing a 
terrorist to the cradle of Israeli 
democracy “is a disgrace both 
to the house and to those who 
invited him from the Labour 

H 

, Razik spent 20 years in 
jail for trying to blow up an 
Israeli bus in the 1970s, but 
was released last December 
after a personal appeal from 
Mr. Arafat. Abu Ziadeh 
served 12 years for shooting 
suspected collaborators and 
was released last April. 



The other two Palestinians, 
Hi sham Dasuki and Diab 
Louh, also have served time in 
Israeli jails. The four invited 
the Labour Party members to 
visit them in Gaza. 

Legislator Dalia Itzik of the 
ruling Labour Party said the 


Palestinians were invited be- 
cause the faction wanted “to 
hear from people on the 
ground.” 

“Even though there are be- 
tween us both misunderstand- 
ings and disagreements, it is 
important that we talk about 


them directly,’' she added. 

The Palestinian said the set- 
tlements had to go, especially 
those in the occupied Gaza 
Strip. 

"Settlements and peace are 
impossible in the territories,” 
said Mr. Dasuki. 


Clinton, Rabin want talks resumed 


(Continued from page I) 

day of peace.” 

He called on Mr. Arafat to 
end his boycott of negotiations 
over Palestinian self-rule on 
tbe West Bank and Gaza. 

“We do not seek to rule 
them anymore,” he said of the 
Palestinians who live in tbe 
occupied territories. 

Mr. Rabin again expressed 
sorrow for tbe Hebron mas- 
sacre. But he said security for 
Jews required attention as 
much as security for Palesti- 
nians. 

“Security is a two-way 
street,” he said. 

Asked about the specific 
suggestion that PLO police be 
allowed to operate in Hebron, 
he said that security forces 
must be under a single chain of 
command and that the govern- 
ment in the West Bank is the 
Israeli military government. 

Mr. Clinton offered U.S. 
help to Israel and Syria and 
deplored the breakdown in 
Mideast talks on all fronts. 

"The events of tbe past 
several weeks have demons- 
trated the risk in this great 
undertaking.” he said. 

After three weeks of tor- 
tuous negotiations, the Secur- 
ity Council has decided to vote 
Friday on a disputed resolution 
condemning the massacre. 

At the urging of the PLO, 
non-aligned members of the 
15-nation Security Council 
have come dose at least twice 
to pushing through a vote on 
the resolution. But the United 
States implied it would veto 
.the resolution if it came up 
prematurely, and the other 
Security Council members 
backed off. 

With U.S. consent,' the 
Security Council finally agreed 
Tuesday to vote on the resolu- 
tion at 1630 GMT Friday. 


Earlier Wednesday, Mr. 
Rabin left open the possibility 
of eventually moving Jewish 
settlers from the occupied 
West Bank town of Hebron as 
part of a broader peace agree- 
ment. 

In a recorded interview to be 
broadcast Wednesday night, 
Mr. Rabin was asked whether 
be was ready to order out the 
Jewish settlers to help meet 
Palestinian security concerns. 

“Not at this stage,” he said 
on the Public Broadcasting 
Service programme “Charlie 
Rose.” 

*Tm not saying what will 
happen once we'll have a 
permanent solution,” he said. 

He added that “from a 
municipal point of view,” Heb- 
ron was populated by about 
100,000 Palestinians and 415 
Israelis. 

“I believe the figures speak 
for themselves,” he said, with- 
out elaborating. Mr. Rabin 
was interviewed late Tuesday 
night, shortly after he vowed 
not to compromise Israel’s 
security as he seeks to revive 
stalled Mideast peace talks (see 
page 2). 

Mr. Rabin said he believed 
that Israel and the PLO had 
been on the verge of an agree- 
ment on limited self-rule in 
Jericho and the Gaza Strip. - 

Mr. Arafat has called Mr. 
Clinton to save peace process. 

Mr. Arafat made the appeal 
in a letter sent to Mr. Clinton 
on Tuesday, the Palestinian, 
news agency WAFA said on 
Wednesday. 

“Abu Ammar (Arafat) de- 
manded in’ Ins letter to Presi- 
dent Clinton, considering the 
fact that the (PLO-Israei) 
accord was signed under his 
sponsorship ... and that the 
United States is a co-sponsor, 
to act by deploying efforts and 
using his influence to save the 


peace process from the impas- 
se readied after this savage 
slaughter.” WAFA said. 

Mr. Arafat also denounced 
what the agency called Israeli 
manoeuvres to escape imple- 
mentation of the self-rule 
agreement. 

He also mention -d in his 
letter to Mr. Oimon *' die diffi- 
culties at the U.N. Security 
Council and the obstacles for 
die adoption of a resolution 
condemning this savage 
slaughter and deciding an in- 
ternational protection for our 
people and our holy sites,” 
WAFA said. 

Interviewed by Reuters, a 
senior Arafat aide challenged 
Israel and the United States to 
save tbe peace talks by ensur- 
ing Palestinians in the occupied 
territories receive international 
protection. 

“There was a massacre in 
Hebron and until today, we do 
not have any guarantees that 
another one would not happen 
tomorrow or the day after,” 
said Ahmad Tibi, Mr. Arafat’s 
special adviser on Israeli 
affairs. 

“What’s wrong with sending 
a 200-member international 
force as a first group to protect 
our people in Hebron,” he 
said. 

"The bad is now in Washing- 
ton, in both the Israeli and 
American courts, which in fact 
are one court.” 

“If the situation stays as it is, 
I do not. see any room for 
renewing the talks and the 
Israeli government — which 
toad chances to take effective 
'dedsions but chose not to — 
would be responsible,” Dr. 
Tibi said. 

He said tbe PLO was dis- 
appointed with the continued 
postponement of a vote on the 
Security Council resolutions 
condemning the massacre. 


Probe finds troops’ role in bloodbath 


(Continued from page 1) 

runs Islamic affairs in the occu- 
pied territories. 

The five-member Israeli 
panel called tbe names of the 
five, the only witnesses sche- 
duled to appear at the morning 
session which was televised. 

When they did not show up. 
the commission officially noted 
their absence and adjourned 
the morning session. 

It was unclear whether the 
commission would seek a court 
order forcing the five to testify 
. or face contempt charges. 

“There was a decision by the 
High Supreme (Islamic) Coun- 
cil last week... that there is no 
cooperation between the Waqf 
and the Israeli committee,” 
said Adrian Husseini, head of 
the Waqf in the occupied West 
Bank. 

Mr. Husseini, speaking on 
army radio, said: "They have 
the Arab (inquiry) committee. 
It is working hard and about to 
get tile results soon. So, they 
find there is no need to cooper- 
ate with another committee.” 

"We decided to boycott the 
inquiry commission because 
the Israelis cannot be both the 
enemy and the judge,” said 
Hassan Tahboub. 

The Israeli inquiry is headed 
by high supreme court justice 
Meir Shamgar and includes an 
Israeli Arab Judge and a for- 
mer chief of staff. 

"This committee is biased,” 
said Sheikh Tahboub. "We 
have formed our own commit- 
tee headed by Hebron’s Judge 
Mohammad Muhtaseb.” 

Sheikh Tahboub said the 
Arab committee was near the 
end of its investigation and 


close to drawing its conclu- 
sions. 

The head of Hebron's Isla- 
mic trust, Salah Natche, the 
mosque's director, Atef 
Hamouri, and three Waqf 
guards were to appear before 
tbe Israeli commission. 

Mohammad Abu Saleh, one 
of the guards called to appear, 
told the Associated Press after 
tbe massacre that Goldstein 
had pushed past him into the 
carpetted prayer room to open 
fire on Muslim worshippers. 

Waqf guards are unarmed 
but Jewish worshippers were 
allowed to take their weapons 
into' the site. 

Mr. Abu Saleh said Gold- 
stein had reloaded his weapon 
and also hurled three gre- 
nades. The army has said that 
only bullets were found. 

Etty Eshed, spokeswoman 
for the justice ministry, ex- 
pressed regret that the Palesti- 
nians failed to show up. 

“The inquiry is trying to 
clarify the truth. It is a state 
inquiry, appointed by the head 
of the supreme court and not a 
government commission as the 
Palestinians claim,” Mr. Eshed 
said. 

"The inquiry is making ev- 
ery effort to hear anyone who 
can contribute to the truth and 
will continue to call anyone it 
thinks can contribute to un- 
covering the circumstances of 
ihe massacre,” she added. 

Lawyer Richard Bardenstein 
said he did not think the lack of 
Palestinian testimony would 
“have an effect in terms of the 
recommendations” of the com- 
mission or would “have any 
effect on its legitimacy.” 


Israel Television said that 
the inquiry may try to recall 
the Arab witnesses or could 
use statements given by Waqf 
officials to the committee out 
of court during a visit to Heb- 
ron last week. 

The justice ministry said no 
decision had been taken. 

Last week a police comman- 
der told the commission that 
Israeli troops were under strict 
orders not to open fire on 
Jewish . settlers, even when 
the civilians shot Palestinians, 

The army has since clarified 
that the orders specify that' 
soldiers open fire on anyone 
endangering lives, be they Jew- 
ish or Arab. 

Aziz-lobbies 
U.N. envoys 

(Continued from page 1) 

cooperated on several fronts. 

Hie 15-nation coundl re- 
views ihe sanctions every two 
months and routinely renews 
them with a statement saying 
Iraq has not complied with all 
U.N. requirements. Renewal 
is expected Friday, as well. 

The ruling Baath Party 
newspaper Al Thawra. quoting 
Foreign Minister Mohammad 
Saeed Al Sahaf, said Baghdad 
had complied with the cease- 
fire provisions that have block- 
ed oil exports. 

"They demanded that we 
declare our nuclear program- 
me as a whole and we" gave 
them the details of that prog- 
ramme ... then Iraq was told 
that it had ro accept Resolution 
715 regarding monitoring and 
we agreed." Mr. Sahaf told the 
newspaper. 


agreement on Jan. 7, allowing 
the Kingdom’s banks to reopen 
their closed branches in the 
occupied territories. 

Procedures related to new 
branches will be dealt with by a 
Jordanian-Palestinian commit- 
tee on monetary and banking 
affairs, the committee has not 
met yet, PLO officials said. 


Bank to reopen in Ramallah 


(Continued from page 1) 

bank, the Commercial Bank of 
Palestine, with a S14 million 
capita] is also awaiting Israeli 
approval to start operations in 
the occupied territories. 

Despite the signing of the 
Dec. 1 memo of understanding 
with Israel, Jordan held back 


going ahead with the reopen- 
ing of the branches upon the 
request of the PLO, which is 
poised to lead Palestinian 
autonomy in the Gaza Strip 
and Jericho in line with the 
Sept. 13 Israel-PLO agree- 
ment. 

Jordan and the PLO signed 
an economic cooperation 



Profits of U.S. banks soar 
to record $43.4b in 1993 


JORDAN TIMES, THUBSPAY-EKIPAY. MARCH 17-18, «« 


Oslo hails EU deal; opponents cry sell-out 


' WASHINGTON (AP) - The 
"nation's commercial hanks 
'c.irned a record S43.4 billion 
fast year, far surpassing the old 
record, and a top regulator 
said the industry's prosperity 
should continue this year. 

1 ."Its very difficult lo antici- 
pate another record year... but 
1 think we'll see earnings re- 
• main very solid." said Andrew 
.Hove, acting chairman of the 
.federal Deposit Insurance 

Corp. [FDIC). 

The FDIC said Tuesday that 
earnings marked a 30 per 
r>^cr.: improvement over the 
y previous record of $32 billion. 
£ set in 1992. which was a 79 per 
f cent increase over the $17.9 
j billion earned in 1991. 

V In the fourth quarter, earn- 
S mes totalled Sll.l billion, just 
i * 


shv of the SI 1-5 billion record 
set in the third quarter. 

Analysts said banks could 
anticipate another good year in 
1994 but in the long term, they 
face stiff competition from 
mutual funds and other non- 
bank rivals. 

"They're eating the lunch of 
lots of banks, stealing their 
depositors.... and stealing their 
loan customers with better 
rates and better service and 
more interesting products." 
said David Cates, chairman of 
Ferguson and Co., a consulting 
firm. 

But 1993 was an extraordin- 
ary year for banks by almost 
any measure. Ninety-five per 
cent of all banks reported pro- 
fits. the highest share since 
JO80, and two of every three 


banks improved over 1992. 

Return on assets, a standard 
measure of profitability, hit 
1.21 per cent, topping one per 
cent for the first time since the 
FDIC began operating in 1934. 

Loan losses totalled S17.5 
billion, the lowest in six years. 
The industry's capiral cushion 
exceeded eight per cent of 
assets for the first time since 
1963 

The number of failures. 42. 
was the lowest since 19S2. No 
banks have failed so far this 
year. The number of problem 
banks declined from 7S7 with 
$4SS billion in assets at the end 
of 1992. to 426 with $242 bil- 
lion in assets at the end of 
1993. 

Analysts attributed banks' 
performance to the growing 


economy and to the wide 
spread between short-term in- 
terest rates on deposits and 
long-term rates on loans. 

The number of commercial 
banks at the end of the year, 
10.957, was the lowest since 
the creation of the FDIC. 
However, assets held by the 
industry. $3.7 trillion, in- 
creased 5.7 per cent over a 
year earlier. 

Commercial and industrial 

loans rose 0.5 per cent to $539 
billion, the first increase in 
four vears. 

' The FDIC also reported that 
the nation's 2,264 savings and 
loans and savings banks earned 
$1.8 billion in the fourth quar- 
ter, bringing full-year profits to 
a record $7 billion in 1993, up 
from $6.7 billion in 1992. 


Russia eyes CIS 
property as debt 
[for fuel grows 


Russia weighs 
economic policies 
before IMF visit 


J MOSCOW (R) — Russia said 
3 Wednesday it plans to put 
< pressure on former Soviet re- 
-■ publics pleading poverty and 
i refusing to pay for oil and gas 
£ supplies. 

* Moscow's neighbouring fuel 
J clients w hich have no cash may 
£ be asked for property to pay 
'* -their bills, the fuel and energy 

* ministry said. 

* At the end of 1993, Russian 
■“"‘firel producers were owed 

more than two trillion roubles 
($1.2 billion) by the countries 
Mosct ’• -alls “the near 
abroad * — the rest of the 
Commcr * rltfc of Indepen- 
dent States (CIS) and the Bal- 
tic states. 

Ukraine owes more than 
half of this and is struggling to 
avert a threatened April 10 
cm -off in gas supplies by Rus- 
sia's Gazprom company. 

; ' “The problem of reducing 
the debt of the countries of the 
•‘near abroad' calls for deci- 
sions on an inter-governmental 
levels," the ministry's Infotek 
Information Service said. 


“If they don’t have the cash, 
then they will have to offer 
something else... like proper- 
ty," a ministry spokesman 
said. 

The Russian ministry official 
said the debt was growing fast 
and big Western Siberian pro- 
ducers were demanding action. 

"Workers' collectives are 
threatening to strike unless 
salaries are paid. We've got to 
do something." he said. 

A strike by oil and gas work- 
ers planned for this week was 
•xjstponcd after the govern- 
ment gave assurances of mea- 
sures to help companies unable 
to pay salaries for months. 

No details of the measures 
were immediately available, 
but Infotek outlined ' some 
proposals for dealing with 
"near-abroad" debt. 

In the absence of freely con- 
vertible currencies in the for- 
mer Soviet republics, it said 
the Russian government could 
buy the debt of these countries 
for past foel deliveries. 


MOSCOW (R) — On the eve 
of a visit from the head of the 
International Monetary Fund 
(IMF), Russia is looking hard 
at its economic policy, balanc- 
ing the benefits of lower infla- 
tion with tr.e problems high 
interest rates have caused. 

Economics Minister Alexan- 
der Shokhin told Interfax 
News Agency the government 
had not loosened the monetary 
reins since key reformers left in 
January. 

But tight monetary policies 
had brought both gain and 
pain. “I cannot say that it was 
correct." he said. 

Economists say that high in- 
terest rates, a legacy from re- 
formers Yegor Gaidar and 
Boris Fyodorov, helped bring 
February monthly inflation 
down to an IS-month low of 
9.9 per cent. 

But monthly interest rates 
well above new inflation rates 
have been one factor behind a 
sharp foil in industrial output, 
with February output 24 per 
cent below year-ago levels. 

“There is a growing impress- 



PREffl NAZMAtl PER LA TRADUZIONE “ 1994 


AMHASCIATA D ITALIA 


CENTRO UNGUSmCO I7AUA.V0 


IL 31 Marzo 1994 scadc il Bando di Concorso per traduziemi , indetto 
dal Minister© per i Beni CoXtmali e Ambientali Italiano , e cosi 
axticolato : 

- Tradtudoni in lingua Italians di un 'opera lettexaxia o tecnico- scien- 
tfflea dnittt Ltngna Arabs ; 

- Tr adnrion i in lingua Ar afra di nn 'opera letteraxia o tecnico - scien- 

TtnUann • 

- Edit ore glordano per opere di lingua italtana pnbblicate in Iingna 
Arabs . 

Informazioni : AmbasdLata d’ Italia TeL 638185 — 

(c.a.prof. Emanuele Mlnardo ) 

Centro Linguist! co Italiano TeL 669348 
(c.a.Direttore ). 


ion. even among reform- 
minded Russian economists, 
that reforms are simply too 
painful.” said one Western di- 
plomat. "They agree that a fall 
in output during a period of 
transformation is inevitable, 
but at the same time question 
whether falls of this magnitude 
are justified." 

Complaints about the course 
of reforms have been getting 
louder since reformers were 
dealt a stinging blow in Rus- 
sia's December parliamentary 
elections. 

Vladimir Shumeiko, a close 
ally of President Boris Yeltsin 
and chairman of the. upper 
house of the Russian parlia- 
ment, has suggested imposing 
a state of economic emergency 
in Russia. 

Mr. Shokhin's comments on 
economic policy came just be- 
fore a five-day visit to Moscow 
by IMF Managing Director 
Michel Camdessus, who is ex- 
pected to meet Prime Minister 
Viktor Chernomyrdin. 

News of Mr. Camdessus’ trip 
has fuelled speculation that the 
Washington- leased, organisa- 
tion is ready to extend Russia a 
secqndSleSjbtllioii tranche ofa 
spera s Tfina to help’ the trans- 
formation from communism to 
capitalism. 

Mr. Shokhin said last month 
during a meeting of economic 
leaders in Germany that he 
expected Russia to receive the 
money soon. 

But diplomats say the IMF 
will want firm assurances that 
Russia intends to keep reforms 
on track before It will pledge 
more money to the former 
superpower. 

Some economists say the 
organisation would do better 
to lend additional money to 
other former Soviet states, 
whose economic problems are 
compounded by the need to 
pay world prices for Russian 
oil and gas. 


OSLO (R) — Norway's 
Labour government welcomed 
a deal on European Union 
(EU) membership Wednesday 
but powerful opposition 
groups including fishermen 
and farmers denounced it as a 
sell-out. 

Prime Minister Gto Harlem 
Brundtland announced Nor- 
way would hold a referendum 
on the deal — hoping to re- 
verse polls showing that most 
Norwegians are opposed and 
that many fear membership 
will mean giving up sovereign- 
ty- 

“We recommend that Nor- 
way seize this historic oppor- 
tunity to take part in political 
cooperation on our continent, 
together with our Nordic 
neighbours.” Ms. Brundtland 
said. 

The EU agreed to take on 
Norway as a member after 
late-night talks Wednesday. 
Finland and Sweden, as well as 
Austria, had already agreed 
terms of membership, extend- 
ing the EU high into the Arctic 
and giving it a border with 
Russia. 

All four applicants hope to 
join by Jan. I. 

Opposition groups said Nor- 
way's negotiators were sacrific- 
ing vital national interests and 
predicted a repeat of 1972, 
when Norway agreed mem- 
bership terms in the European 
Community only for voters to 
sav “no” in a referendum. 


“This is ’a bad agreement," 
said Anne Enger Lahnstein. 
leader of the opposition Centre 
Party, the largest in parliament 
behind the ruling Labour Par- 
ty- ' . 

■*1his will be a fight on 
whether Norway will continue 
to be an independent nation or 
whether we will bind ourselves 
to a union.” she said. 

Sovereignty is a sensitive 
issue in ‘Norway, which won 
independent from Sweden in 
1905 and was occupied by the 
Nazis in World War II. Since 
saying “no" in 1972, Norway 
has grown rich, helped by surg- 
ing output of North Sea Oil. 

"This accord is worse than I 
feared when we began to 
negotiate," said Einar Hepsoe,. 
head of the Norwegian Fisher- 
men's Association. “We’ve 
lost on all points." 

He said Norway would give 
fish quotas to Spain under the 
deal and that it -would lose; con- 
trol over fisheries in its north- 
ern waters — two concessions 
the Oslo government bad 
pledged it would never make. 

The Norwegian Farmers' 
Union also condemned the 
accord, saying Norway be 
flooded by cheap food imports 
while Norwegian farmers, 
struggling with a harsh climate 
stretching for into the Arctic, 
will be driven out of business. 

Mr. Brundtland disagreed. 
“Understanding has been 
shown for our vital needs, and 


China seeks quick 
entry in new World 
Trade Organisation 


GENEVA (R) — China re- 
ceived strong support from ma- 
jor trading partners on its re- 
quest to be admitted as a 
founding member of the prop- 
osed World Trade Organisa- 
tion (WTO), trade source said 
Tuesday. 

But the United States was 
notably absent from countries 
who called for speeding up a 
decision on Beijing’s- 1986 ap- 
plication to the General 
Agreement on Tariffs and 
Trade (GATT), they said. 

The new round of GATT 
negotiations — the first in six 
months — comes amid fresh 
strains in Sino-American rela- 
tions over Beijing's human 
rights record which threaten 
Washington’s renewal of its 
prized most-fovoured-nation 
trading status. 

China, which withdraw from 
the GATT after the communist 
revolution of 1949, is among 20 
countries seeking to join the 
117-member body this year 
and be eligible to be a founding 
member of the WTO due to 
come into force in 1995. 

"We believe that the condi- 
tions are ripe for China to 
become an original member of 
WTO," Gu Yongjiang, 
Chinese vice minister for fore- 
ign trade and economic coop- 
eration, said in a speech. 

“Through 15 years of 
efforts. China has undertaken 
a series of reforms for the 
establishment of a market eco- 


nomic structure, and has re- 
cently adopted several key re- 
form measures which have 
basically brought China's fore- 
ign trade regime into line with 
the international norms of 
GATT,' he added. 

Mr. Gu said Beijing was 
willing to reach agreement 
quickly with GATT member 
states to improve market ac- 
cess to China. 

But Dorothy Dwoskin, assis- 
tant U.S. trade representative, 
said Washington would not 
bow to arbitrary timetables. 

“We are not prepared to 
subscribe to an artificial dead- 
line for the working party,” 

. delegates quoted her as telling 
‘ the dose d-d oor 16th session of 
talks. 

“However, we . will work 
very hard with the working 
party so China's accession is 
done on a sound commercial 
basis,” she added. 

Trade sources said that a 
U.S. Treasury official took the 
floor to further question Chi- 
na's foreign exchange system, 
adding: “The bottom line is the 
United States wants assurances 
that any changes would not 
introduce new barriers to 
trade.’* 

Pierre Girardet. Switzer- 
land's trade ambassador who 
chairs the special GATT work- 
ing party on China, will hold 
private consultations with ma- 
jor delegations about the draft 
protocol of accession, accord- 
ing to the trade sources. 


with regard to 'Control, over 
our natural resources, and we 
have also achieved good solu- 
tions for agriculture and re- 
gional policy," she Said. 

She said the deal. would help 
ensure jobs, allow Norway to 
maintain its generous welfare 
system and let it cooperate in 
common challenges including 
peace and the environment. 

A poll this month m the 
daily Dagbladet showed that 
just 23 per cent of Norwegians 


favoured membership, 42 per 
cent opposed it and 34 per cent 

were undecided. 

Some polls, however, show 
Norwegians might vote "yes 
if Finland and Sweden 
accepted membership first. 

Foreign Minister Bjoren 
Tore Godal said a date for a 
referendum had not yet been 
discussed, but noted that it 
took six or seven months to 
organise in 1972 once a deal 
was ready. 


FORECAST FOR THURSDAY MARCH 17, 1994 

By Thomas S. Pierson Astrologer. Carroll FWghter Foundation 

TcwnFunrs. a 7°“- Strive for increas * :d ha PP i ‘ 
ness in .your personal life. 


GENERAL TENDENCIES: A 
good morning to improve public 
relations in your line of en- 
deavour 1 :. and to lake advantage 
of opportunities coining your 
way. Reach out to help an associ- 
ate that seems to be floundering. 
Be wise. 

ARIES: (March 21 to April 19) 
Being with friends and improving 
the association is fine today. 
Take pains to handle routine 
tasks In an efficient manner. . 

TAURUS: (April 20 to May 20) 
Show\ appreciation to those who 
have power over our affairs and 
gain further goodwill. Use mod- 
em methods to improve your 
work and be a success. * 

GEMINI: (May 21 to June 21) 
See what you can do about en- 
larging your virion so that you 
can advance in your line of en- 
deavour and be wise to any 
methods which will help get it. 

MOON CHILDREN: (June 22 to 
.July 21) Take no risks with your 
health at this time. Handle re- 
sponsibilities more efficiently 
and they become easier for you 
to get them done. 

^LEO: (July 22 to August 21) 
Support those associates who 
need your assistance at this time. 
Listen to complaint* of family 
members and give help where 
needed to solving problems. 

VIRGO: (August 22 to Septem- 
ber 22) You have to be more 
enthused if you are to get all the 
tasks done that are important to 


LIBRA: (September 23 to Octo- 
ber 22) Take time to put a your 
business and financial affairs in 
better order. Be sure to keep 
promises you have made to 
others and you will be respected. 

SCORPIO: (October 23 to 
November 21) Be more consider- 
ate of the needs of family mem- 
bers and establish more har- 
mony at ‘home. Avoid one who 
gossips too much about every- 
thing. 

SAGITTARIUS: (November 22 
to December 21) Discuss your 
views with associates and im- 
prove regular routines. Plan how 
to gain your most cherished aims 
and make the effort to make 
them happen. 

CAPRICORN: (December 22 to. 
January 20) Study your financial 
position and then confer with 
experts in order to improve it. 
Take no risks in motion at this 
time or there could be trouble. 
AQUARIUS: (January 21 to 
February 19) Use tact with 
others and they soon wiD give 
you the favours you desire. The 
evening is fine for social plea- 
sures with the one you are fond 
of. 

PISCES: (February 20 to March 
20) You are able to communicate 
well with associates and can adv- 
ance in career matters. Sidestep 
a troublemaker and you will be 
successful. 


FORECAST FOR FRIDAY MARCH 18, 1994 

By Thomas S. Pierson. Astrologer. Carroll Righter Foundation 


GENERAL TENDENCIES: panicky. A fellow associate could 

Avoid whatever confusion is ab- distraught so give words of 

out you this morning as the encouragement. 

Gemini Moon squares Saturn LIBRA: (September 23 to Octo- 

and Mars and expend your ener- ber 22) You have to be mote 

gies on the logical plane of your sensible where practical matters 
main interests. Obtain facts ahd are concerned to gain your aims 
figures. ... ... _at-ihis time. Be poised to any 

ARIES: (March -21 -to- April 19) ! whjch_coufd come up. 



Tiy Jto please your friends today 
insteadof talking about personal 
worries. Show more considera- 
tion for the loved one in your 
life. 

TAURUS: (April 20 to May 20) 
Don't irritate a higher-up or you 
could have more trouble than 
you can handle. Show increased 
devotion to family members who 
are around. 

GEMINI: (May 21 to June 21) 
Be alert to opportunities but 
don't jump into anything hastily. 
Study old situation that need 
clarification brings right answers. 

MOON CHILDREN: (June 22 to 
July -21} Use care and tact in 
attending to promises and gain 
the respect of others. A new 
outlet can be profitable to you ai 
this time. 

LEO: (July 22 to August 21) You 
have to be tactful with an associ- 
ate and prevent some action that 
could be detrimental to you 
both, think constructively in any 
project. 

VIRGO: (August 22 to Septem- 
ber 22) Quietly strighten out any 
errors at work and avoid getting 


SCORPIO: (October 23 to 
November 21) Any situations 
that arise today should be consi- 
dered from a standpoint of how 
they will affect you and family 
members which are around you. 

SAGITTARIUS: (November 22 
to December 21) Attend to 
duties that must be done early in 
the day so you'll have time for 
social activities and be cheerful 
to those around you. 

CAPRICORN: (December 22 to 
January 20) You need to apply 
yourself more now to gain your 
cherished wishes. Sidestep one 
who likes to Impose on you or 
someone will be hurt. 

AQUARIUS: (January 21 to 
February 19) Use good common 
sense today, especially in the 
face of a possible emergency. 
Also, be sure to show thoughtful- 
ness for others. 

PISCES: (February 20 to March 
20) Carry through with original 
plans even though you may be 
limited m some way. Use di- 
plomacy in your business deal- 
ings so that tilings come vour 
way. 


THE Daily Crossword 


ACROSS 

1 Across Hope 

6 Rocky peak 
9 Obtain as a 

result of effort 

13 Where Greek 
met Greek 

14 Explorer 
Tasman 

16 Between jobs 

17 Machetes 
IB City on the 

Tmcfces 

19 Protuberance 

20 Traveler's 


abbr. 

28 Ripening agent 
31 Fodder place 

34 Ostrich kin 

35 Angry 

38 Make ZZZ's 
38 Transport for 
52A 

42 British guns 

43 — benAdhem 

44 Tippler 

45 Jacob s twin 

46 — Rabat 

47 — noire 
48Tableiaiid 
50 Big— ,CaL 
52 Way to go lor 

pioneers 

61 Where the 
Jumna Rows 
K3 Raison d'— 

64 Military meal 

65 Revoke a legacy 
«60anflBUon. 

87 Baloney! 

68 Laughmg baest 

DOWN 

1 Chemist's place 

2 Highly exerted 

3 — contenders 

4 Farmer 

5 Picasso's prop 

6 Queen of 
Hearts' cookie 

7 Mind 


1 ana aaSB 
1 ana hbBR 

lauuaaESB 


MfeewHcianM 

8 Jean of fins 

9 Circus brother 

10 Sea 45A 

11 Alan or Robert 

12 Hammer pan 
15 Qumsy one 

21 Sling 

22 Capital of 
Bahamas 

25 Sleuths 

28 Ham ft up 
27 Mystical writings 

29 Earth: pref. 

30 Mystery award 

32 Far from 
Herat 

33 Whether — 

3SPubtahar 
37Pum»oei_ 

39 Smitten 

40 Presidential 
nickname 

41 Most din. 51 Mr. Heap 

46 Groeety worker 52M USC ^ 

47 Snifter 53 Detest 

Content* 54trelane 

49 Coal stratum 55 Appro* 
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1,217 

i.™ 

3.740 

1.730 

me JQatDM ecus r rAcrasiKs 



-3.310 

3.1D0 

rntnuTi kibes 



2.660 

2. *50 

PETRQIJnJK AEnnAW 


10.290 

10-2*0 

10.380 




8-000 

4.000 

TBE UmCSTJOAL COHKMCIK A ACBItOL.TTIKAl. 


7.170 

7.050 

7.090 

THE JOM3A9 -BOOSTED »n.ll 


12.420 

12. BSD 

12.600 

ARAB PHARKAOSmCAl. HAWFAETOltaiC 

100, EBO 
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IU 
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4.420 
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“APIA ZKDUSTKXKA 
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3.040 

2.040 
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0.400 
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3.300 
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7. >70 
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■xmom nooszrxEs a batch/ jdcd 

MU 
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7.2SO 

7.360 

7.400 

ARAB CEJCTEE FOB PHAM. G CHEMICALS 





JORDAH SOTATT CO. rCB MOtl. £ potD PKCO. 
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KAIfTHKH IHVESTKWT 



2.420 

2.420 

BrrotRSAL Hzracas thdbsihtes 

SM.BM 

6.000 

6. 100 

6.000 

LC 

GRAND TOTAL. 
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BO. or TKAcnm ssahes in parallel market 
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Jordan Times 
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Cairo Amman Bank 

UJ. Dollar in lacamational Markets 


Currrao 

We Vo-xk 
CiotA 
U-M5/3/94 

Tokyo 
Clo * c 
u-ria/3/94 

SlcHias Pound 

1.4910 

1.4910 

Dcntkchc Mark 

1.6960 

1.6967 

Swiss Franc 

1.4450 

1.4400 

French Franc 

5.7700 

5.767J-* 

Japanese Yen 

106.05 

105. S3 

European Currans Uni! 

1.13*5 

I-1JS5** 


rsn p« uro 

tjmporn up «W v* MO a. or. I.-VT 

Ewocarr-ncy Interes t Bates 


Data.- 16/3/7994 


Cmrencs 

1 MTU 

3 MTHS 

6 MTHS 

12 MTHS 

UJi. Dollar i lV , 

;3v 2500 

5.5625 

3.5750 

4.3750, 

S'lerline Pound iLC 

^375 

4.9575 

4.9375 

*.■0000 

Deutsche Mark 

5.6675 

5.5625 

5.3750 

5.2500 

Swiss Franc 

3.S750 

3.7500 

3.6S75 

3.6Z50 

French Franc 

6.0625 

6.0000 

5.SI250 

5. 6875 

Japanese Yen 

2.0000 

2.1250 

2.1250 

2.1875 

European Curreacj L'nh 

6.2500 

6.1000 

5.9700 

5.8500 


i f6/3/l994 


Metal 

USDJOz 

JD/Cm" 

Metal 

USCWOz 

JD/Cn 

Cold 

387.15 

7.50 

Silver 

5.46 

0.120 


• 21 kon 

Central 


Bank of Jordan Exc h ange Bata BoBetia 


16/3/1994 


Currancj 

Bid 

Offer 

UJS. Dollar 

0.7000 

0.7O20 

SlerlfaiK Pound 

1.0422 

1.0474 

Deutsche Mark 

0.4120 

0.4141 

Swiss Franc 

0.4644 

0.4868 

French Franc 

0.7212 

0.1218 

Japanese Yen 

0.6600 

0.6633 

Dutch Guilder 

0.3668 

0.3666 

Swedish Krona 



Italian Lira ' 

0.0418 

0.0420 

Belgian Franc 




Other Currencies 


i 16/3/199* 


Currancj 

Bid 

Offer 

Bahraini Dinar 

1 . 6340 

1.8530 

Lebanese Lira" 

0.0404 65 

. 0.047635 

Saudi Ri>al 

0.1863 

0.1872 

Kuwaiti Dinar 

2 .3300 

2.3550 

Qatari Rljal 

0.1400 

0.7970 

Egyptian Pound 

0.2050 

0.2200 

Omani Rival 

7.7850 

7.8700 

U4E Dirham 

0. 1900 

0.1970 

“ 

Creek Drachma 

0.2725 

0.3785 

Cypriot Pound 

1.3225 

1.3850 


LONDON EXCHANGE RATES 

LONDON (R) — Following arc the baying and selling rates for 
leading world currencies and gold against the dollar at midsession 
on the London Foreign Exchange and bullion markets Wednes- 
day. 

U.S. SI. 00 costs 


One sterling 
One ounce of gold 


0618/28 

‘Canadian dollar 

1.6967/72 

Deutschemarks 

1. 9064/69 

Dutch guilders 

1.4395/05 

Swiss francs 

34.930/950 

Belgianfrancs 

5.7690/10 • 

French francs 

1673.25/4.0 

Italian lire 

106.16/21 

Japanese yen 

7.8600/900 

Swedish crowns 

73250/550 

Norwegian crowns 

6.6050/350 

Danish crowns 

$1.4857/62 

£385.25/385.75 



NKKto cut 
workforce 
by 4,500 
over 3 years 

TOKYO (AP) — NKK Corp., 
Japan’s second-largest steel 
maker to cope with the pro- 
longed recession and the high 
yen, which hurts export earn- 
ings. 

NKK. which accounts for 11 
per cent of Japan's overall steel 
production, said it plans to 
concentrate its production at a 
major plant in Fukuyama, 
western Japan, eliminating 
some less efficient facilities 
near Tokyo. The company now 
employs 22,790 people. 

Japan produced 98.9 million 
tonnes of steel in the fiscal year 
ended March 31, 1993, down 
6.5 per cent from a year ear- 
lier. Exports accounted for ab- 
out 20 per cent. 

NKK noted in a statement 
that its restructuring plan came 
a week after the announcement 
of a possible pretex loss of 25 
billion yen ($338 million) on 
1.2 trillion yen ($11.4 billion) 
of sales in the fiscal year en- 
ding March 31, forcing it to 
skip dividend payments. 

Mutsuhiko Kumano, an 
NKK official, said the plan is 
based on expectations that 
Japan’s overall steel produc- 
tion would fall to 90 million to 
92 million tonnes in fiscal 1994 
and that production level 
would continue for a while. 

Mr. Kumano said the res- 
tructuring plan could save 175 
billion yen ($1.7 billion) over 
the three years ending March 
31, 1997. 


Egypt aims to be gas exporter by 1998 


CAIRO (R) — Egypt plans to 
start exporting natural gas by 
1998 to cash in on a sharp rise 
in its proven gas reserves, a 
senior official said Tuesday. 

Mohammad AJ Tawila, vice- 
chairman for gas at the state 
firm Egyptian General Pet- 
roleum Corporation (EGPC), 
said proven reserves had shot 
up to 21 trillion cubic feet at 
the beginning of 1994 from 
12.8 trillion two years ago. 

He said the increase was due 
to new discoveries in the West- 
ern Desert, as well as the 
Mediterranean offshore con- 
cession of Timsah and the Bal- 
tim field in the Nile Delta. 

“Based on our expectations 
of demand and development of 
these new discoveries, we ex- 


pea to be ready to export by 
1998.” Mr. Tawila told Reu- 
ters in an interview. 

He said it was too early to 
identify potential customers 
for the gas. Egyptian energy 
officials have held meetings with 
Israeli counterparts but 
Egypt's Oil Minister Hamdi El 
Banbi denied last year that any 
specific agreement on exports 
had been reached. 

Mr. Tawila said for the time 
being any increase in gas out- 
put would be directed towards 
local fuel oil burning power 
stations to free more oil for 
export and raise much-needed 
revenue. 

“We are still utilising liquid 
fuels which we plan to replace 
with gas,” he said. _ ' 


In the 1992/93 financial year 
gas consumption in Egypt rose 
by 16 per cent due mainly to 
greater power station use, Mr. 
Tawila said- The financial year 
begins July 1- 
“This year we expea it to 
rise a further seven per cent,” 
he added. 

He said total gas production 
for 1993/94 should be more 
than 400 billion cubic feet, 
compared with 377 billion in 
1992793. The expected increase 
would come from greater pro- 
duction in existing fields. 


rather than any new fields 
coming on stream. 

Mr. Tawila said the two new 
fields of Port Fuad and East 
Delta would boost production 
in 1996 by around 26 billion 
and 16 billion cubic feet re- 
spectively. 

He said four companies 
which had made gas discover- 
ies in the Western Desert were 
expected to present their de- 
velopment proposals ro EGPC 
by mid-year. 

He named the four as Norsk 
Hydro, Royal Dutch Pet- 


roleum. Spain's Repsol 
International Egyptian Qji 
Company (IEOC) — itself, g 
joint venture between Italy's 
AG IP and local firms. 

He said he hoped gas pro, 
ductiort could start in the west- 
ern desert by 1997. 

In the long term, Egypt Wa* 
“looking to the deepwater 
fields of the Mediterranean ftjr 
discoveries of new reserves:'* 
AMOCO British Gas and 
IEOC had all bid for 
Mediterranean concessions,' be 
said. 


Saudi investor buys 
top Swedish oil firm 

STOCKHOLM (R) — A Saudi Arabian businessman, Moham- 
mad AJ Amoudi, agreed to buy Swedish oil firm O.K. Petroleum 
(OKP) Wednesday for a cash price of 5.9 billion crowns ($738 
million). 

OKP, Sweden’s largest oil firm, was owned 52 per cent by 
Swedish cooperative organisation K.F., 24 per cent by Finland's 
Neste O.Y. and 24 per cent by the Swedish state. 

‘This is a good deal for both the Swedish state and OKP," 
Industry Minister Per Wes ter berg said in a statement. 

“OKP will be a stronger company which will be closer to the 
crude oil market and will receive an owner with possibilities and 
the will to make significant investment.” he added. 

Set up in 1986, OKP now has about two-thirds of the total 
Swedish refinery capacity and about one quarter of the Nordic 
total. The group has both upstream and downstream operations. 

The Saudi Sheikh, who owns Corral Petroleum Holdings, wants 
to turn OKP into a leading, wholly integrated European oil firm. ‘ 

He will be represented on OKFS board by Ghazi Habib who 
has been at Saudi Arabian Marketing Refining Co. (Samarec). 

“Our aim is that O.K. Petroleum will grow within its current 
business areas, both in Sweden and the rest of Europe." 


INVITATION 

UNDER THE PATRONAGE OF 

H. E. Dr. Rima Khalaf 

MINISTER OF INDUSTRY AND TRADE 

THE ITALIAN EMBASSY IN AMMAN, 

THE ITALIAN INSTITUTE FOR FOREIGN TRADE, 

AND THE CHAMBER OF INDUSTRY IN AMMAN 

INVITE ALL INTERESTED BUSINESS MEN 
AND COMPANIES TO ATTEND 

" A Technological Symposium On The 
Italian Textile Machinery Industry" 

WHICH WILL BE HELD AT THE CHAMBER OF INDUSTRY 
SUNDAY MARCH 20th, 1994 AT 10.00 A.M. 

For further Information please contact Miss Fawzieh Abu Hadba 
at the Italian Embassy in Amman, tel.: 638185, extension 744 



THE PROFESSIONALS 
ALWAYS CHOOSE 
THE RELIABLE 


PACIUHG, AIR FREIGH1 
FORWARDING. DOOR-to 
DOOR SERVICES AND 
DELIVERIES. CUSTOMS 
CLEARANCE. TICKETS 

and; reservations. 


AfftlN KAWAR&&ONS 

604676 6Q4696^>- 




FOR RENT & SALE 

Many villas and apart- 
ments furnished or unfur- 
nished. 

For more details call: 

Abdoun Real Estate 
Tel. 810605/810609/810520 7 
Fax: 810520 


* - THE *■ * 1 

• - 

4a) ( -/•«.;/ . 


RESTA UR A AT 


The only Restaurant that 
OITers real Chinese & Arabic 
Specialities under one roof 



* fififdn . . . 


to the in place to Be in 


tfie ... 

fQ f\y n T 


ixufrCtiM, inn 


Every night with live music 
"And you can dance too !!! " 

CiV jSla (jjJI jja. jll juLbil 

tjJjJ u jlo Cil 


The First Qm Hotel In 
Amman that has a 
Kitchenette in every roomJ! 
"Satellite T.V. Reception” 


IIAIMITEL 


Amman - Tel. 668193 
P.O.Box 9403 - Fax 602434 
Telex 238e8DAROTL JO 

Ideal Residence For 
Expatriates and 
Businessmen 


' CHEN’S 
CHINESE 
RESTAURANT 

Mecca Street. Yarmouk 
Engineers’ Housing 
Estate, near Kilo 
Supermarket 

Mongolian Barbequefor 
Lunch Friday only 
Tel: 81 8214 

Come and taste our 
specialities 

Open daily 12:00 - 3:20 
p.m. 

6:30 - Midnight / 




INTERNATIONAL DOOR TO DOOR REMOVALS 
GERMAN DRIVERS - AIR - RIDDEN REMOVAL TRUCKS 
YOUR REGULAR LINK TO AND FROM EUROPE 
SPECIALISTS FOR DIPLOMATIC REMOVALS 
IN THE NEAR EAST 

FOR DETAILED INFORMATION PLEASE CONTACT 

EASTERN SERVICES 

OFFICIAL DANZAS AGENT IN JORDAN 
TEL : 621 77S TLX : 23023 FAX : 6S6 270 
PEACE BUILDING -JABAL LWEIBDEH 
AMMAN- JORDAN 



Cheers Cafe' 

OPEN IN RAMADAN 
4:30 p.m.-V. Late 


Restaurant & Tapas 

ey ^ r/f/ttt 

Jcbel Amman. 3rd circle 
TeJ.nl 50 bl 



THE 

MMOSfflERL 
CREATORS : 


TALK OF TOE TOWN 
DISCOTHEQUE 

Opwi nightly From 9 JO PJI to IM All 
Except Sunday FimuJO PJI CoSSO A# 

Tuaaday Clomad 

Td: 685211 Fax: 617779 
Middle East Hold - Shmcbaat 


The first & best 
■ Chinese Restaurant 
in Jordan 

1st Circle. Jabal Amman, near 
Ahliyyah Girls School 

Taka away la mafloMa 

Open daily 12:00-3:30 
p.m. 

7:00 — Midnight 

Tel 639969 


M 

ETC. 

IVTLR-CCKT.'SEVtsi 


3? 



The Best In 
Indian Cuisine. 


Bui kfaam 

?. ' ST ■ ’ V • A N T 

Ol'V s Fok l.CNCH & Dinnlk 
For reservations calf 6413S1 


•fi 


m 

SZECHWAN GARDENS 
EHINE5E RESTAURANT 
Typical Chinese Foods 
Skilled Chinese Chefs 

j OpaltJO-ixAtM.Uikifk | 

Take away is available 

Shat Ai-Arab Street 
Um Umamah Gonrntm iai Centro 

Tel.: 881174 
lasted Always Leucd-a 
m t - -fm 


, A rrj/wrt 

. t J Strut f 

FIRST CLASS INDIAN 



Special Executive Luncheons 

Take away service 
available - 

Open Daily 12 .30- 3.30 pm 
7. 30 -n. 30 pm ; 

After the Philadelphia Hotel! 
Towards 3rd circle •"» 


Tel: 659519 659520 


SELECT HOTEL 


r 


@ Superior Hotel Services for 
Businessmen & Families & ils 

NeGrEsCo BaR 

® Good Drinks & 

Excellent Snacks 
©Open Noons 
& Evenings 


Jabal A1 Webdeh/Tel.637 101/637 ID2 



STUDIO HAIG 

Professional Quality in 
I Hour Service' 

Develop your colour film at 
our shop and get:- 

* JUMBO photo 
size 30 % larger 

* Free enlarge- 
ment 20 x 30 cm 

Shmeisani - Opp. Grind lays 
Bank. Phone: 604042 
Swefieh tel: S23891 



Daily Lunch 


— NIGHTLY— 
Fine Dining 
and .. 

live Music 


_ Parole — 

Abdoun - Jordan Supermarket Bl.DG. 
2nd floor Tel: 821677 



BwMoianf 


Best Pizzas & Sandwiches 



Soft & Alcoholic Drinks, 

Take-Away Service 



LARA SALON AND 
BEAUTY CENTRE 

Hairstyling, 
hair removal 
with hot wax 
and Arabic way. 
Manicure, pedicure 
and facials. 

Sweifieh, 
opposite Boston 
Fried Chicken 
Tel. 862552 




IV- • • ••TOJC'J 
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Korean 
talks fail 


Russian envoy presses 
Yugoslav shuttle diplomacy 


V 


l'A N’MUN j OM , Korea (R) — 
snJ North Korea re- 
ported no progress again 
V, erinesday in efforts to settle 
b::ter rC'x over Pyongyang's 

• tiFpcctcd development of nuc- 
lz-\r weapons but they agreed 

a^air, Saturday. 

■‘TT.ere was no progress ar j 
;..'l in today's talks. The two 
• : Je? were not able to agree on 
any points." South Korean 
chief delegate Song Young- 
□ic toid reporters at the end 
of two-hour session at the 
ivtaer village of Panmunjom. 

Hie tw o sices were only able 
!■> decide to meet again on 
Saturday. But analysts said 
;hc:e was little prospect of a 
breakthrough in view of bad- 
tempered exchanges in recent 
i lays between the two arch 
Iocs. 

Wednesday's meeting, the 
this month, was aimed 
clearing obstacles to a prop- 
rtod exchange of special en- 

- -v - a:, pan of a regular dia- 
iojiic on nuclear issues. 

Southern officials said the 
•wy sides spent most of the 
!C.-;'.:on haggling over the 
north's demand that they issue 
statement expressing 
■ !’c v ill :o realise the envoy 

• before an agree- 
rtei’l iif.iu.-d. 

SaouJ rejected the call as a j 
I o; to delay the exchange. 

“Tv rroirem is with North 1 
!!o r .i.t’_ .-.ttitude. They are j 
i.rtirg to dvl.iy the exchange,” 
:-ir. Svirj "North Korea 

i.eeps say-!:.-* they want the 
i uchaoi t«t realised, but it 
i\i.- *5‘: in their actions.” 

Soutii .iwva n.tf| the United. 
~rr. r ■ ■ - . e envoy ex- 
i -.u-f- . condilioo for 

• ’ ' ..-:;ve» talks be- 

••'tg ar.d I 
■ • • ■“ C:neva on 3 

the j 

1 . • -vr.i row like- * 

• . • r-r?: -^definitely : 

1 ' :-v. of progress :h , 

: ■; in; , : K-:.rr.:i bilks. i 

Tk: -i;:..- eurlier rounds of * 
>1: si ..i l antr.ar.joni, which ! 
t;. icr;ss Korean 
-r. rub- ';t Je headway as 
’■* • - -veiled over the. 

_ - ai.d i.'fins for the ex- 
lirncc. 

Seoul sees the exchange as 
in important step in resolving 
•he .nuclear row and improving 
ica bsttveer. the two countries, 

■*ill teriiniraiJy at war since the j 
‘■r'O-53 Korean conflict. ; 
North Llorea threatened ■ 
■.UKaav te ■.crap the Geneva 
'S.\s if Washington did not 
umour an agreement on re- 
volving doubts: over the 

North's nuclear programme. 

^ Pyoreyarig's official Korean 
.■fej. ;ral News Agency 
KC I - -.''.!. r.v tittered :n Tokyo, 
co .; lorei'n Ministry 

• ivltcsman as sa>i.ig the North 
•v.iula be enable to attend the 

Geneva talks if the United 
States did not meet its obliga- 
l.:uis. 

Tlie United Slates, which 
: :xs let! international efforts to 
r'r.vtrr Pyongyang into rr- 

• p.d-pi* tiei:t ; N cf its nuclear 
r v-*ra!*unc. >n Tuesday said 

.N. exportr. had not gotten 
twpei.v.ion when inspect- 
ing seven a-nr-.-d-upen nuclear 
::t*. o»er the past two weeks. 

Ii;terr.;ttional Atomic Ener- 
/i\;ene> (IAEA) inspector; 

. Nf-'rth Korea Tuesday after 
' r !cnrntin" tt» find cut if North 
fine: war. secretly diverting 
;:t!ior:iuzr for a weapon prog- 
r.mT-" as feared in Tokyo. 
Sav:l and Washington. 

Ti.’ I AE A has not yet made 
j public report on the trip, hut 
Vu- tern news reports said the 
m had several broken 
A.1 A ‘.eair. on plutonium- 
reducing equipment. leading 
Mein to conclude that there 
he no guarantee (hat 
North Korea was not now 
building nuclear weapons. 

The inspections, which 
IAEA sources. Japan and 
South Korea saj were ham- 
pered. were lo determine if the 
Stalinist North was diverting 
plutonium for a nuclear 
weapons programme. 

The United States sounded 
equally pessimistic about the 
Geneva talks, saying they 
would not go ahead unless 
unimpeded IAEA inspections 
*;e?e made of seven declared 
nuclear rites 

But »n ! .: . ' .rid the 

inspeebt i:;- ‘rr.ivihly. • 
Sieutv.vjr'c. China's Foreign 
Msnb'cr Oiur. Oichcn said 
Beijing had no in- 
tentv:: :<r mediate in North 
Korcr. •: ir.irccSaWe nuclear dis- 
c-Nc " United Nations 

. tr.: ..i States. 

•'Cl: : . i* playing a role 

- -cd r. . Nor is China 

- - ■ -.yell a role,'* 

news confer- 

j.*.y after new 
.::cr.-r;y .? :.:e'ck North Ko- 
c.m r site, ended in 

-■sih recrimination. 


SARAJEVO (R) — Russian 
envoy Vitaly Churkin pressed 
his ‘huttlc diplomacy for peace 
h Bosnia in talks with Serb 
leaders Wednesday as U.N. 
requests for passage of relief 
aid across Serb siege lines were 
rebuffed once again. 

Mr. Churkin flew unex- 
pectedly into Belgrade from 
the Croatian capital of Zagreb 
on the latest leg of a diplomatic 
mission that is being coordin- 
ated with the United States, 
which brokeTed a Croat- 
Muslim federation accord this 
month. 

Officials said Mr. Churkin. 
Russian President Boris Yelt- 
sin's special envoy for former 
Yugoslavia, met leaders of the 
self-styled Serb Republic of 
Krajina and was scheduled to 
see Bosnian Serb chief Rado- 
van Karadzic later in the day. 

Serbs wrested control of the 
Krajina region, which covers a 
third of Croatia, in Serb-Croat 
fighting that preceded the Bos- 
nian war. 

Mr. Churkin's Yugoslav 
shuttle, which has also taken 
him to Sarajevo, is aimed at 
drawing the Serbs — the 
strongest military force in the 
Bosnian conflict — into three- 
sided talks on an overall settle- 
ment. 

Serb leaders have expressed 
fears that the U.S.-brokered 
Croar-Muslim federation could 
turn into an anti-Serb alliance. 

“What concerns me is how 
the rights of the Serbs... will be 
regarded and ensured in 
Bosnia-Herzegovina,” Russian 
Television quoted Mr. Churkin 
as saying on arrival in Bel- 
grade. 

“It seems to me that it is of 
fundamental importance that 
Croats and Muslims possess 


sovereign rights in Bosnia- 
Herzegovina. It should be ob- 
vious that the Serbs have the 
same sovereign rights.” 

Bosnian Serb leaders have 
sounded notes of moderation 
in recent days and Mr. Karad- 
zic told Reuters in Belgrade 
Tuesday the Serbs were pre- 
pared to give up more than a 
fifth of the territory they con- 
trol in Bosnia. 

But such statements have 
contrasted with hardline atti- 
tudes on the ground which 
have enraged United Nations 
officials. 

A spokesman for the office 
of the U.N. High Commission- 
er for Refugees (UNHCR) 
said Wednesday the Serbs had 
again turned down a U.N. re- 
quest to allow passage of 
humanitarian supplies across 
Serb siege lines into the Mus- 
lim enclave of Maglaj. 

"This is just another exam- 
ple of brinkmanship... where 
they (the Serbs) want to push 
the United Nations resolve to 
the last raw nerve, it appears to 
me,” the UNHCR’s Lany 
Hollingworth said in a radio 
interview. 

There have been threats 
from U.N. peace force com- 
manders to dear the passage of 
aid convoys by force but no 
military action has been taken. 

Asked about the use of force 
to get aid trucks into Maglaj. 
U.N. High Commissioner for 
Refugees Sadako Ogata said in 
Sarajevo: “No. We will do it 
through negotiations... We 
have been able to reach them 
(the people of Maglaj) through 
airdrops.” 

Maglaj has been cut off from 
overland aid supplies since 
October. A U.N. officer in 
Sarajevo said Wednesday that 


Brazilian prisoners free 
cardinal, other hostages 


FORTALEZA, Brazil (R) — 
Fugitive. Brazilian prisoners 
breed Wednesday a prominent 
Roman Catholic cardinal and 
other hostages taken during an 
escape from a maximum secur- 
ity jail in northeast Brazil 
Tuesday, officials said. 

Among seven remaining 
captives freed was cardinal 
Dom Aloisio Lorscheider, a 
one-time candida t e for Pope 
and the Archbishop of For- 
taleza. 

Authorities were concerned 
for the health of Card. Lors- 
cheider, who is 69 and has a 
heart condition. 

An aide to Ceara State Gov- 
ernor Ciro Gomes said the 
hostages were freed at Quix- 
ada. A small town south of the 
coastal dty of Fortaleza, where 
they had been seized during a 
prison rebellion. 

Mr. Gomes was travelling to 
pick up the released hostages 
in a helicopter. 

Earlier, the fugitives freed 
four of their captives on their 
way south. 

Police vehicles were tracking 
the fugitives, who were travell- 


ing in an armoured bullion v an 
across Ceara state. 

Police said the four freed 
earlier included a . local council- 
man and his wife, a. justice 
official and a photographer. 
They were released at the town 
of Cristais, 60 miles (100 
kilometres) south of Fortaleza. 

The fugitives were believed 
to still be in that general area 
and police were waiting for 
them to stop to rcfoeL 

“The situation is very deli- 
cate these criminals are very 
dang e ro u s ,” Manritio Albu- 
querque of the Federal High- 
way Police told Reuters in For- 
taleza. 

He said the pr i so ners, be- 
lieved to number 11, were 
armed with rifles, revolvers 
and ammunition. 

They had demanded these 
weapons and the armoured van 
during 12 boors of tense nego- 
tiations Tuesday at Fortaleza 
Jail. 

When they left the jail with 
all of die hostages in the bul- 
lion van, the fugitives broke a 
promise they made to police to 
release most of the capitves, 
indudmg cardinal. 


Rutskoi wants referendum 
to renew Soviet Union 


MOSCOW (R) — Former 
Russian Vice-President Alex- 
ander Rutskoi suggested 
Wednesday that the people of 
(he former Soviet republics 
should vote on whether to 
form a new type of union. 

In an emotional statement 
marking the third anniversary 
of a referendum vote in favour 
of maintaining the Soviet Un- 
ion. Mr. Rutskoi said the suc- 
cessor Commonwealth of Inde- 
pendent States (CIS) could not 
survive. 

“We are destined by lord 
God himself to live as one 
family, one nation, one state 
— a great power,” he said. 

“Only through the unshakc- 
abic will, the spiritual strength 
of fraternal peoples and their 
desire to live together, through 
an all-union movement and re- 
ferendum can we reach our 
goal.”’ 

Mr. Rutskoi, who is posi- 
tioning himself as a candidate 
for presidential elections in 
1996, gave no details of what 
form of referendum or what 
land of state he had in mind. 

“We can only come to it by 
one path, the path of peace 
mutual understanding, re- 
sponsible and restrained deci- 
sions not on paper and in 
endless discussions, but by 
creative action.” 

But his statement, which 
verged at times on the evange- 
lical. maintained the calls for- 
calm Mr. Rutskoi has issued 
since being freed from jail by a 
parliamentary amnesty last 
mgnih— — 


“The temple of love, good- 
ness, well-being and happiness 
cannot be built on blood, bit- 
terness and revenge,” he said. 

Mr. Rutskoi, who led an 
abortive attempt to overthrow 
President Bons Yeltsin last 
October, did not name his 
great rival. 

But he said die break-up of 
the Soviet Union in 1991 had 
brought nothing but misery. 

He attacked those responsi- 
ble for the December 1991 
agreement — Mr. Yeltsin and 
the leaders of Belarus and 
Ukraine — which dealt the 
deatit blow to the fragmenting 
superpower. 

“Each of us must recognise 
his guilt — those who patched 
together the Belovezhskoye 
agreement those who ratified 
it, those who supported it at 
emotional rallies for sovereign- 
ty and those who simply kept 
sflenL” 

Mr. Rutskoi, whose 
nationalist leanings have 
strengt h ened steadily over re- 
cent years, recalled the re- 
ferendum held by Soviet Presi- 
dent Mikhail Gorbachev on 
March 17, 1991. 

Some 58 per cent of the 
Soviet electorate voted to 
n wimain a “renewed federa- 
tion of equal sovereign repub- 
lics”, a wording criticised by 
opponents as nuclear. Some 
republics boycotted it. 

“Today, three vears later, 
the people have fully under- 
stood the price of the irres- 
ponsible and ill-thought-out 
decision to liquidate the 


the predicament of the 19.000 
civilians in the town was se- 
rious. “They are short of food. 
Most of all they are short of 
feel. For the hospital, they are 
short of anaesthetics,” be said. 

Ms. Ogata and the U.N. 
commander in Bosnia. Gener- 
al Sir Michael Rose, toured 
frontline areas in Sarajevo 
Wednesday, including a 
strategic bridge that is sche- 
duled to be opened soon under 
an accord between Muslims 
and Serbs. 

The agreement on free 
movement in the capital, 
where a ceasefire has returned 
life to near-normal, was due to 
have been signed Wednesday 
but U.N. officials said the sign- 
ing would be postponed to 
Thursday. 

Although Maglaj has been 
cut off (Tom road convoys, 
there have been airdrops 
almost every night and landing 
zones were marked for the first 
time Tuesday by a team of 
British soldiers helicoptered 
into the town. 

Maglaj is one of the few 
active battle zones in Bosnia, 
where a month of intense inter- 
national diplomatic activity has 
offered hope of peace after 23 
months or ethnic war among 
Muslims. Serbs and Croats. 

Leaders of the self-styled 
Serb Republic of Krajina 
agreed Wednesday to begin 
talks in Croatia next week on 
reducing tension over Krajina. 

Agreement on the talks, the 
first between representatives 
of the two sides to be held in 
Croatia, was announced in 
Belgrade by Mr. Churkin. 

Mr. Churkin told reporters 
the talks would begin at the 
Russian embassy in Zagreb, 
the Croatian capital, Tuesday. 

Power 
struggle 
intensifies 
in Japan 
coalition 

TOKYO (R) — New tensions 
surfaced in Japan's fractious 
ruling coalition Wednesday 
over plans by a powerful 
alliance leader to form a new 
political group ahead of elec- 
tions expected later this year. 

Divisions in the eight-way 
coalition have been growing 
since a bitter power straggle 
developed between its titans, 
Ichiro Ozawa and Masayoshi 
Takemura. 

Prime Minister Morihiro 
Hosokawa could be ready to 
join Mr. Ozawa in his plan to 
launch a new political group 
made up of the coalition’s con- 
servatives, a plan likely to in- 
furiate Mr. Takemura and cre- 
ate new turmoil, commenta- 
tors say. 

“Hosokawa wants a power- 
ful political group to be cen- 
tred on Mr. Ozawa’s Japan 
Renewal Party and his own 
Japan New Party,” newspaper 
columnist Yoshisuke Tajima 
said. “But by strengthening 
ties with Mr. Ozawa’s group, 
he risks destabilising the ruling 
coalition." 

Kozo Watanabe of the Re- 
newal Party confirmed reports 
that preparations were under- 
way to create a new political 
alliance, possibly by the end of* 
April. He added that the union 
could also encompass members 
of Mr. Takemura’s New Party 
Sakigake as well as the once- 
do min ant Liberal Democratic 
Party (LDP). 
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Sarajevans jostle each other to board the first official tram to drive through the main avenue, 
nicknamed “Snipers’ ADey” (AFP photo) 

Mandela heads for Zulu strongholds 


DURBAN, South Africa 
(Agencies) — ANC leader 
Nelson Mandela, fresh from a 
triumphal visit to Bophuthats- 
wana, headed Wednesday into 
strife-torn Natal, powerbase of 
his main black rival Zulu Chief 
Mangosuthu Buthelezi. 

Mr. Mandela was to have an 
election campaign meeting 
with leaders of Durban's im- 
portant Indian community af- 
ter visiting the scene or last 
week's hom’fic commuter train 
crash in which at least 64 peo- 
ple died. 

More than 300 people were 
injured when packed carriages 
left the rails and smashed into 
an embankment in an isolated 
wooded valley about 20 
kilometres west of Durban 
port. _ 

Mandela is due to meet Zulu 
King Goodwill Zwelithini Fri- 
day morning in Ulundi. capital 
of the Kwazuiu black home- 
land, to seek peace in Kwazuiu? 
Natal before South Africa's 
fust ail-race elections on April 
26-28. 

At least 16 people have died 
in the region since Tuesday 
morning, police and officials of 
Mr. Mandela’s African Nation- 
al Congress said Wednesday. 

Over 10,000 people have 
died in political violence in 
Natal since bitter feuding 
broke out nearly 10 years ago 
between supporters' tifHhe 
ANC and the Zulu-based In- 
katha Freedom Party of Mr. 
Buthelezi. who has refused to 
take part in the elections. 

Inkatha spokesman Ed Til- 


lett said Wednesday Mr. Man- 
dela's visit to Natal was prema- 
ture and would inflame the 
already volatile situation in the 
region. 

“From our perspective, we 
do not believe it is the right 
time, in light of the inflamm- 
able, and -combustible, climate, 
m the region. 

“I think obviously the levels 
of tension would naturally ex- 
acerbate. It is not going to take 
very much to set in motion a 
very dangerous climate in 
Kwazulu/Natal,” Mr. Tillett 
told Reuters. 

He said Inkatha feared the 
ANC had plans to destabilise 
the Kwazuiu government to 
ensure it collapsed like the 
government in nominally- 
independent Bophuthatswana. 

South Africa took over 
Bophuthatswana at the 
weekend and two administra- 
tors have been appointed to 
run the homeland after its 
President Lucas Mangope, a 
strong opponent of the ANC, 
was deposed after violent de- 
-monst rations in the capital 
Mmabatho and other towns. 

Mr. Mandela received a 
tumultuous welcome from 
homeland residents when be 
visited Mmabatho Tuesday. 

Baphuthatswana's white for- 
mer defence minister^ Rowain 
Croriji 1 : 'predicted Wednesday 
that other homeland govern- 
ments could collapse in the 
same way under ANC press- 
ure. 

Inkatha's Tillett echoed Mr. 


Cronje’s comments. 

“One can already see tenta- 
tive attempts being made at 
destabilising the Kwazuiu gov- 
ernment. We anticipate that 
we are in for a rough ride in 
this province. 

“The seed has already been 

plan ted that a s imilar sc enario 

like in Bop could happen. Any 
attempts of that nature would 
be met with fierce resistance. 
People would be encouraged 
to defend the Zulu kingdom,” 
he said. 

Bophuthatswana, Kwazuiu 
and the other eight black 
homelands created by Pretoria 
during the apartheid era are 
due to disappear after the 
April elections and nine new 
regions covering the whole of 
South Africa will emerge. 

ANC officials said Mr. Man- 
dela would address a Zulu rally 
in the Kwazuiu heartland 
Saturday. __ 

The rally at Empangeni in 
northern Natal would promote 
peace in the region and also 
prove that the ANC had 
majority support among the 
country's nine million Zulus, 
the officials said. 

Meanwhile, after months of 
wrangling and hesitation. 
South Africa was presented 
Tuesd ay wit h a flag to_repl 8Cg_ 
rhe^ banner associated wftfir 
apartheid. "" - • 

It is dominated by a green f 
field at the centre shaped like a 1 
Y laid on its side. The field is 
surrounded by blocks of black, 
•red and blue blocks, and set off 
by thin lines of gold and white. , 


China denounces Taiwan diplomatic drive 


BEUING (R) — China’s Fore- 
ign Minister Qian Qichen 
Wednesday denounced a di- 
plomatic drive mounted by riv- 
al Taiwan as against the in- 
terests of the entire Chinese 
people. 

Mr. Qian, speaking at a 
news conference, said Beijing 
did not oppose economic links 
between Taiwan and other 
countries but could never 
countenance any sort of poli- 
tical recognition. 

Recent overseas trips by 
Taiwan leaders including Presi- 
dent Lee Teng-Hui were “holi- 
day-making diplomacy” that 
cloaked efforts by Taipei to 
extract political concessions 
from other countries in return 
for economic gains, Mr. Qian 
said. 

“There are political inten- 
tions in it,” Mr. Qian said. 

But Mr. Qian said he 
approved of expanded non- 
governmental contact between 
China and Taiwan and said 
that in future “unofficial” 
agreements could be signed. 

Chinese and Taiwan nego- 
tiators are due to meet in Beij- 
ing later this month for another 
round of “unofficial” talks on 
basic issues such as mutual 
recognition of registered mail 


and methods for dealing with 
hijackers. 

Taiwan, ruled by the 
Chinese Nationalists since they 
fled Communist revolution on 
the mainland in 1949, is still 
considered a renegade pro- 
vince by Beijing. 

Taipei, for its part, bans all 
direct official contact with the 
mainland — though policies 
relaxed enough in die 1980’s to 
allow for an enormous expan- 
sion of civilian and economic 
links. 

Only a handful of countries 
have diplomatic links with 
Taiwan, aod Beijing has sharp- 
ly rejected recent Taiwanese 
initiatives to try to reclaim a 
place at the United Nations, 
from which Taipei was ejected 
in 1971. 

Mr. Qiao defended this 
year’s 22 per cent hike in Chi- 
na’s military budget, saying 
Beijing still spends just “a pitt- 
ance” on defence compared 
with other countries. 

The People's Liberation 
Army, under a budget un- 
veiled at the current session of 
parliament, will get 52.04 bil- 
lion yuan (S5.9 billion) this 
year compared with 42.5 bil- 
lion yuan (S4.8 billion adjusted 
for currency reforms) last year. 


The increase, larger in per- 
centage terms than that for 
education, science or agricul- 
ture, came amid rising Asian 
concerns over China’s military 
modernisation programme and 
lingering territorial disputes. 

Mr. Qian said such concerns 
were unfounded, and the 
budget boost this year was 
simply intended to help the 
military cope with inflation and 
currency reforms' that devalued 
the yuan by 33 per cent against 
the U.S. dollar. 

“On the surface, it looks like 
an increase," Mr. Qian told a 
news conference. "But actual 
purchasing power has not real- 
ly increased.” 

Diplomats say the published 
budget figures do not reflect 
accurately all of China's de- 
fence spending. 

The PLA can draw upon 
certain other budget items for 
funds, and is also increasingly 
making money for itself with 
industrial and commercial ven- 
tures ranging from hotels to 
motorcycle factories. 

Mr. Qian said the military 
accounted for 11 per cent of 
China’s total budget for 1994, 
and military spending 
accounted for only 1.7 per cent 
of gross national product. 


Poll: Europeans, Americans think media is one-sided 


NEW YORK (AP) — Most 
people surveyed in five Euro- 
pean countries and in North 
America believe newspapers 
are one-sided and influenced 
by powerful people and institu- 
tions, a multinational news poll 
shows. 

But the same respondents 
say news media are more credi- 
ble than churches, government 
leaders and national legisla- 
tures, according to the survey 
by a U.S. research organisa- 
tion, the Times Mirror Centre 
For the People And the Press. 

The survey, conducted in 
January, shows Americans 
aren't well-informed about 
some world leaders. At least 87 
per cent of U.S. citizens ques- 
tioned in the poll didn’t know 
that Boutros Ghali is the 
secretary general of the United 
Nations. 

The Russian president fared 
better: 50 per cent of the 1.494 
adults interviewed in the Un- 
ited States correctly named 
Boris Yeltsin. The survey's 
margin of error was plus-or- 
minus 3 percentage points. 


Opinion samples of about 
the same size, and with the 
same error margin, were col- 
lected in Canada, France, 
Germany, Mexico, Spain and 
the United Kingdom. A smal- 
ler sample of 815. with a mar-, 
gin of error of a 4 percentage 
points, was used in Italy. 

The German public was 
found to be the best informed: 
79 per cent correctly identified 
the PLO as having signed a 
peace accord with Israel, and 
58 per cent could identify Dr. 
Ghali. 

In France. 60 per cent of the 
respondents knew about the 
PLO-Israeli accord. Else- 
where. 29 per cent in Spain; 59 
per cent in the United King- 
dom; and 56 per cent in Italy. 

A majority of people in each 
country — interviewed face-to- 
face or by telephone — say 
they favour a free press. But 
many of them also believe the 
government should be able to 
restrict reporting about milit- 
ary secrets, terrorist activities, 
violence and explicit sex. 

U.S. media experts said they 


were not surprised by the 
apparent contradiction. 

“Most Americans believe 
that they believe in a free 
press, but when it comes right 
down to it, they really don’t.” 
Paul McMasters. executive 
director of the Freedom Forum 
First Amendment Centre at 
Vanderbilt University, said in 
a telephone interview 
Tuesday. 

At least 36 per cent of 
French respondents believe in 
censorship, compared to 38 per 
cent in the U.K. and 28 per 
cent in Italy. 

Italians were consistently 
more opposed to all kinds of 
censorship than other nationa- 
lities surveyed. Most Italians in 
the poll — 52 per cent — said 
they were 2gainst censoring 
pornography. 

Sex “has become so natural 
in Italy that we are proud to 
say ‘we want more sex.’” said 
Renato pachetii of the RAI 
radio and TV of Italy, com- 
menting at a panel discussion 
Tuesday in New York on the 
survey. 


Asked about specific cen- 
sorship. 69 per cent of the U.S. 
respondents said the govern- 
ment should be able to restrict 
reporting to protea military 
secrets. 60 per cent would 
allow limits on reporting to 
discourage terrorism. 59 per 
cent to restrict mentions of 
explicit sex and 52 per cent to 
control portrayals of "unneces- 
sary violence.” 

Firm majorities in most of 
me other countries also 

l ach specific res *ric- 
aons. In France. 69 per cent 
believed in restricting VriUtarv 

^ortmg. 75 per celt wan^2 
censorship to curb racial ot 
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entcy m general. H 
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Eurppe'scar 
crooks still t 

favour Porsche ; 

AMSTERDAM (R) “ A] 
Porsche owned by a British city 
dweller with no private parking 
place is the car most likely to, 
be stolen in Europe, according 
to a Dutch report. French dm, 
ers also stand a fair chance o( 
having their car stolen, but it isj 
also the most likely to be rec&t 
vered, savs a survey on Euro^ 
pean car' theft by the Dutch 
Justice Ministery. In any given 
four-year period, three out of 
everv 100 Britons and Italians 
will have their car stolen Awhile 
car theft hits only one in 200 
German and Dutch car-j 
owners. The chances of re-j 
covering a stolen car vary ( 
widely between regions. In the 
Netherlands, 60 per cent of 
stolen cars are recovered. But 
in the Dutch province of Lim- 
burg, close to the German born 
der and a haven for gangs of 
international criminals, 
owner has only a four in 10 
chance of getting it back. Exi 
pensive cars tend to be losf 
forever since they are often 
stolen by professional thieves 
for sale abroad, while cheapen 
models more often find theif 
way home. Mid-priced cars are 
the main attraction for joy-I 
riders, the researchers fbund^ 

_ Famous1934 j 
picture of N essie 
is a fake 

LONDON (AP) — The Loch* 
Ness monster pictured in if 
famous 1934 photo was just a 
toy submarine fitted with a 
fake sea-serpent head, a news-! 
paper report said. Loch Ness; 
researchers Alastair Boyd and 
David Martin claim one of the 
conspirators in the hoax told 
them about it just before he 
died in November at the age of 
90, the Sunday Telegraph re-i 
ported. The report has nof 
dealt a fatal blow to those whq 
— seek the troth behind the Loch 
Ness legend — or those who 
profit from the world’s curios-! 
icy. “It’s a breakthrough" in 
the scientific research, &zyi 
David Cotton, chief geneil{ 
manager of the Loch Ness 
Centre at DrumnadrochitJ 
which welcomes tourists to an 
exh ibition on research and 
^‘theories about the “monster.’' 
• ah TR& heaefbas always been a 
J 1 feild card to us. ...It was tho 
only sighting of its sort and 
always caused us enormous 
problems,” he said. “Our resi-j 
dent biologists have never! 
been happy about this.” It 
didn't fit in with the majority 
of reliable sightings. And be-j 
cause the photo was taken so 
long on a film plate rather than 
a modern roll of film, it could 
not be subjected to ultraviolet 
tests or computer enhance- 
ment, he said. The photograph! 
was attributed to Robert Wil-J 
son. an eminent London gyne-< 
cologist who said he took it on 
April 19, 1934, after his com-j 
panion saw a commotion in the 1 
water and shouted: “My God,! 
it's the monster." The news4 
paper said Mr. Boyd and Mf-.' 
Martin had learned that Mr. 
Wilson was part of a hoa3d 
hatched by his friend Marma-J 
duke wetherell. a filmmaker; 
and self-styled big game huntf ? 
hired by the Daily Mail in 1933 
to hunt Nessie. MrJ 
Wetherell 's son Ian and step-; 
son Christian Spurling were? 
also in on it. M7. Boyd and MrJ 
Martin said Mr. spurling, the! 
last surviving conspirator, tolcf 
them he made the model for 
the 1934 photograph at MrJ 
Wetherell’s request, the news-! 
paper said. Mr. Spurling, aj 
skilled model maker, made the- 
“monster" one foot (0.3! 
metres) high and 18 inches! 
(0.45 metres) long, it said. But; 
Mr. Wetherell was caught oup 
m another Nessie hoax involv-l 
tng phoney monster footprints J 
so the photgraph was given tef 
Mr- Wilson to pass to the Daily 
*** re P°rt said. The Dai-! 
ly Mail published the picture as! 
a world exclusive. The Loch! 
Ness monster legend date? 
back to AD 565 when StJ 
t-oiumba is said to have res-! 
otied a farmer from a monster's 
Tbe first locally re-! 
corded sighting, reported by 
the Inverness Chronicle news-! 
Paper in 1868. spoke of a huge! 
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Brown smashes world 200m breaststroke record 

BRISBANE, Australia (R) — Schoolgirl Rebecca Brown 
' smashed the women’s 200 metres breaststroke world record by 
more than half a second at the Australian swimming cham- 
pionships Wednesday. Brown's time of two minutes 24.76 
seconds broke the previous record set by American Anita Nall 
by 0.59 seconds. The 1 6-year-old Brown was under world 
record pace at every turn of the 200 metres final and was never 
threatened by the other swimmers. Nall set her record at the 
U.S. Olympic trials in March 1992 and went on to take the 
bronze medal at the Barcelona Games. Brown, who came 
within 0.05 seconds of the world record at the Queensland 
championships in January, is Australia's first female world 
record holder since Tracey Wickham broke the 1500 metres 

• freestyle mark in 1979. 

Welsh manager resigns after only one match 

CARDIFF (R) — John Toshack resigned as Welsh soccer 
manager Wednesday, after only one match in charge. Welsh 
Football Association (WFA) Chief Executive Alun Evans said 
Toshack would give bis reasons at a news conference at 

• London’s Heathrow Airport Thursday. “He told me the 
reasons but I think it’s only fair that he be allowed to make 

. those public at his own press conference," said Evans. “I am 

• leaving ir up to Toshack to explain why he has decided to go.” 

• Toshack, who took the Wales job just 48 days ago, manages 
f: San Sebastian side Real Sodedad. Toshack ’s only match in 
[T charge for Wales ended in a 3-1 defeat by Norway in Cardiff 

last week when he was abused by sections of the crowd, some 
of whom called for a return of his predecesor Terry Yorath 
whose contract was not renewed by the WFA. 

Germany remains on top of soccer poll 

KANSAS CITY, Mo. (AP) — Germany remained on top for 
the 11th consecutive week in the sprint soccer poll, a weekly 
ranking of the top 10 national teams as voted on by an 
international panel of soccer journalists, organisers said 
Tuesday- Germany received 34 of a possible 38 first-place 
votes in accumulating 369 points. Brazil, which earned one 
first-place vote, stayed in second place with 343 points. The 
Netherlands held on to third place, with 283 points, while 
Italy, with two first-place votes, was fourth with 256 points. 
The leaders were followed by Argentina, with one first-place 
vote, with 199 points; Colombia, 191; Spain, 134. and Belgium 
94. In the only change in the top 10, Cameroon edged ahead of 
Norway into ninth place with 53 points. Norway dropped to 
10th with 51 points. Mexico just finished out of the top 10 with 
47 points, followed by Sweden with 37. 

Fry puts Birmingham squad up for sale 

LONDON (R) — Barry Fry, manager of relegation 
threatened Birmingham City, put the entire 37-man squad of 
his first division side up for sale Tuesday. Fry has brought in 13 
players since taking charge of the club in December but said he 
now has to reduce his wage bill. He circulated a list of 12 
players available for transfer in January but that met with little 
- response. “I have got to off-load. I can’t even take a free 
transfer signing because we've got so many .players on the 
staff,” Fry said. 

? Prost not to return to Formula 1 racing 

PARIS (AP) — Alain Prost, the four-time Formula One 
racing champion and winner of a record 51 Grand Prix events, 
confirmed Tuesday he will not return to auto racing. The 
'future of the 39-year-old French racer, who r announced his 
retirement last September ha<| been under intense scnitiny in 
France after he test drove for four days a McLaren-Peugeot in 
Portugal. "I will not race,” Prost told the French television 
network TF1. “Actually I haven't changed my mind since last 
September,” he said in an interview with the network in Paris. 
“The tryout with McLaren took place in a very honest way 
between two parties. It wasn’t just to try out the car but also 
the spirit in which we could work together,” he said. “I wanted 
to test myself, to know if I really wanted to get back into it. In 
the end, no.” 

Mansell 7-4 favourite to repeat Indy triumph 

LONDON (AP) — British bookmaker Ladbrokes rates Nigel 
Mansell a 7-4 shot to repeat his 1993 Indy car auto racing 
triumph in 1994. “Mansell has proven his ability as a top class 
driver whatever type of car be is driving,” said Ladbrokes 
spokesman Ian Wassell. The British driver won the Formula 
One title the year before he switched to Indy car racing. 
Ladbrokes quotes Paul Tracy the 4-1 second favourite with A1 
Unser Jr 6-1 , Emerson Fittipaldi 7-1 and Michael Andretti and 
Bobby Rahal both 8-1- 
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GOREN BRIDGE 


WITH OMAR SHARIF 
A TANNAH HIRSCH 

*1993 Tiaww Same**, me. 


AN ITALIAN COUNT 


Both vulnerable. South deals. 
NORTH 

* A 6 5 
C Q jr 7 3 
CK 10 7 5 

* 7 6 

'WEST EAST 

*08743 * 10 2 

9 8 6 5 9 A 10 

<■8 6 C Q 4 3 

* J 4 2 * A K 9 8 5 8 

SOUTH 

* KQ J 
9 K 9 4 2 
0 A J 9 2 

* Q 10 
The bidding: 

Sooth West North East 

1 NT Pass 2 * Dbl 

■ 2 9 Pass 4 v Pass 


Opening lead: Two of * 

There is nothing that the average 
. player likes more, yet is viewed with 
Hiarlain by the expert, than the sim- 
ple finesse. Make it a two-way fi- 
nesse and matters change. While 
.ordinary mortals flounder, the star 
■ seldom goes wrong. Here’s why. 

The auction started off routinely 
with a one-no-trump opening bid 
1 and a two-dub inquiry for major 
suits. East seized the opportunity to 
double, showing a dub suit. That 


did not stop South from introducing 
hearts and North was full value for 
the raise to game. 

West dutifully led a low dub. East 
cashed the king and ace, then shift- 
ed to a spade. Declarer, the great 
Italian star Benito Garozzo, won in 
hand, forced out the ace of trumps 
to complete the defensive book, won 
the spade return in hand and now 
was faced with the problem of bring- 
ing in the diamond suit without los- 
ing a trick to the queen. 

If John or Jane Doe was at the 
helm of this Hand, they would prob- 
ably be angnging in a lot of heaven-, 
ward gazing, some heavy sighing 
and then a guess. Garozzo did 
better. 

After first drawing trumps and 
noting East’s discard on the third 
round, Garozzd cashed the ace of 
spades, fetching another club from 
East. The count of the hand was 
now complete. 

East had shown only four cards in 
the major suits and, since the lead 
had marked West with at least three 
clubs, no more than six clubs. 
Therefore, East had to hold three or 
more diamo nds and was a favorite 
to have the queen. So South cashed 
the king and ran the ten to land the 
game- 



Koss owed gold medal to new skates 


AMSTERDAM (R) — Norway’s Johann Olav 
Koss owes at least one of the three Olympic 
speed skating gold medals he won in LOIeham- 
mer last month to the revolutionary skates he 
used, two Dutch scientists said Wednesday. 

The scientists said “ King ” Koss would not 
have finished first in the 1.500-metre event if 
he had skated on regular blades as nsed by 
most of his rivals. 

Gerrit Jan Van Ingen Schenau and Jos de 
Koning of Amsterdam's Free University said 
Koss’s blades — developed by a Dutch manu- 


facturer — had reduced frictional resistance 
by some 40 per cent 

The new blades, tested by the two resear- 
chers, gave the Norwegian a winning edge over 
Dutchman Rinlje Ritsmn who took the silver 
medal. They wrote in an article published in 
hte Dutch newpaper Trouw. 

“Our estimates show that Koss woold have 
won two gold medals even without the new 
blades but would have lost one to Ritsma in the 
1.500 metres,” they wrote. 


Lowly Pistons upset Supersonics 


SEATTLE (R) — The Detroit 
Pistons, the NBA's second- 
worst team, used a 9-1 dosing 
run to upset the league-best 
Supersonics' 89-87 in Seattle 
late Tuesday. 

Terry Mills hit an 18-foot 
jumper with 43.4 seconds left 
to give the Pistons the victory. 

Detroit (17-46) trailed 73-68 
after the third quarter but out- 
scored Seattle 21-14 in the 
fourth to win its fourth in five 
games and the Sonics' seven- 
game home winning streak. 

Seattle (45-16) held an 86-80 
lead with 2:25 to so but Lind- 
sey Hunter scored five of the 
final 10 points. Hunter hit con- 
secutive free throws and a mi- 
nute later connected from 3- 
point range to give Detroit an 
87-86 lead. 

Sam Perkins made l-of-2 
free throws to tie the game 
87-87 with 1:08 left. Mills then 
hit his game-winning shot to 
cap a 12-point, 11-rebound 
night. -Perkins missed a. 15-foot 
baseline jumper, as. tinj^. ex- 
. ptred that would have tied the 
game. 

Isiah Thomas led six Pistons 
in double figures with 20. 
Allan Houston added 10 of his 
12 points in the second half. 

Shawn Kemp scored 24 
points and Kendall Gill and 
Perkins added 13 points each 
for Seattle. 

In Houston. Hakeem Ola- 
juwon scored nine of his 41 
points in the fourth quarter as 
the Rockets outscored the 
Ponland Trail Blazers 28-12 in 
the period to take a 105-99 
victory. 


Otis Thorpe scored 24 points 
as the Rockets raised their 
record to 3-0 versus Portland 
this season. Olajuwon had 13 
rebounds and Thorpe 16. 

Harvey Grant scored 25 
points and Rod Strickland and 
Clifford Robinson added 19 
apiece for Portland, which fell 
to 0-3 on its four-game road 
trip beading for San Antonio. 

In Chicago, Scottie Pippen 
had 25 points, 12 rebounds and 
four steals and Horace Grant 
returned from back spasms to 
score 24 as the Chicago Bulls 
beat the Orlando Magic 108- 
98. 

Shaquille O'Neal led Orlan- 
do with 23 points, 13 rebounds 
and five blocked shots before 
fouling out with 2:30 left. 

In New York, Patrick Ew- 
ing's 26 points and 10 rebounds 
led the Knicks past the Indiana 
Pacers 88-82 for their seventh 
win in a row, matching their 
longest victory streak of the 




Harper added . 17 

B >ints and 12 assists. Hubert 
avis had 15 points and 
Charles Oakley got 15 points 
and 12 boards. 

At Cleveland, Dan Majerle 
scored 15 of his 34 points in the 
third quarter as the Phoenix 
Suns built a 20-point lead and 
coasted to a 119-106 win over 
the injury-hit Cavaliers. 

The Suns, who have won 
four straight, shot a blistering 
90 per cent from the field in the 
third quarter (lS-of-20). 

In Miami, Glen Rice scored 
28 points, including eight 
straight Heat points in the 


fourth quarter, to spearhead a 
101-94 victory over the Mil- 
waukee Bucks. 

In Los Angeles, Ron Harper 
scored 32 points to lift the 
Clippers to their season-high 
fourth straight victory, 108-105 
over the Utah Jazz. 

Karl Malone had 34 points 
and 14 rebounds for the Jazz, 
who had won 11 of their last 12 
games. 

At Minnesota, Stacey King 
scored six of his 16 points in a 
12-2 run to start the fourth 
quarter as the Timberwolves 
snapped an eight-game losing 
streak with a 96-87 victory over 
the Philadelphia 76ers. 

Isaiah Rider scored 21 points 
for the Wolves. 

At Golden State, Chris Gatl- 
ing scored 11 of his 20 points in 
the first quarter as the War- 
riors opened a 15-point lead 
and cruised past the Washing- 
ton Bullets 123-93. ^ 

Chris JVobbeF ■od&edg't?** 
points and Bffly-Qwens netted 
16 for the Warriors. 

Don Mac Lean scored 35 

E oints to pace the Bullets, who 
ave lost 14 of their last 


IS 


games. 


Sanchez Vicario, Sabatini 
ousted from Lipton tourney 


KEY BISCAYNE. Fla. (AP) 
— Gabriela Sabatini and rwo- 
time defending champion 
Arantxa Sanchez Vicario were 
eliminated in quarterfinal 
matches Tuesday at the Lipton 
championships. 

The second-ranked Sanchez 
Vicario squandered five con- 
secutive match points and lost 
1-6. 7-6 (8-6). 6-3 to Brenda 
Schultz of the Netherlands. 
Sabatini. ranked fifth, was 
overwhelmed by 17-year-old 
American Lindsav Davenport 
6 - 2 , 6 - 1 . 

Swede Stefan Edberg be- 
came the first men’s quarterfi- 
nalist by bearing Paul Haarhuis 
of the Netherlands 7-6 (7-2). 
6 - 1 . 

Davenport and Schultz both 
notched their biggest career 
wins. The upsets eliminate two 
rivals for top-ranked Steffi 
Graf, who has won 29 consecu- 
tive matches. 

Sanchez Vicario led Schultz 
6-1 in the second-set tiebreak- 
er. but the Dutchwoman won 
the next seven points to force a 
third set. 

Schultz, who stands 6-fooi-2 
(1.88 metres), slammed 10 aces 
and won 38 points at the net to 
10 for Sanchez Vicario. The 
Spaniard converted only four 
of 13 break chances. 

Schultz, ranked no. 32. had 
lost all five previous matches 
against Sanchez Vicario. 
Davenport, ranked 13th. 
avenged a three-set loss to 
Sabatini at last year's U.S. 


Open. 

Andre Agassi, who ousted 
Boris Becker Monday, said 
he’s not interested in a rematch 
with 17-year-old ballgirl 
Stephanie Flaherty. 

“She intimidated me out 
there,* ’ Agassi said. “I don't 
want any part of her." 

Flaherty won a bogus point 
against Agassi after a frus- 
trated Becker asked her to 
replace him during a third- 
round match. 

Becker then returned to the 
court, and Agassi completed a 
near-perfect performance for a 
6-2, 7-5 victory. 

Agassi and Flaherty were 
both pleased with their per- 
formances. 

“I called my mom.” said 
Flaherty; a high school senior 
and tennis team captain. “All 
of her friends had already cal- 
led her at work and said. 
“Look — your daughter is on 
National TV." 

In other matches Monday, 
no. 6 seed Michael Chang 
joined Agassi in the fourth 
round by rallying to beat 
Albeno Berosategui of Spain 
1-6. 64. 6-2. Chang was serv- 
ing and trailing in the second 
set 0-3, 1540. and overcame 
three break points to start a 
turnaround. 

Jim Grabb, ranked no. 185, 
upset no. 4 Sergi Bruguera of 
Spain. 7-6 (74). 6-3. Top- 
ranked Pete Sampras beat 
David Wheaton 6-0, 5-7, 6-1; 
Edberg eliminated Jason Stol- 


tenberg of Australia 7-6 (7-3), 
6-1 : and no. 5 Jim Courier beat 
Andrei Cherkasov of Russia 
6-3. 7-5. 

Top ranked Steffi Graf of 
Germany extended her win- 
ning streaks to 29 consecutive 
matches and 51 sets by beating 
Amy Frazier 6-3. 6-0. Sanchez 
Vicario swept Lori McNeil 6-2, 
6 - 1 . 

Agassi’s win was almost that 
lospsided, as he beat Becker 
for the seventh straight rime. 
No other player has given the 
German so much trouble. 

“Andre was really in his 
zone and couldn't miss a ball.” 
Becker said. “He was hitting as 
hard as possible, and I served 
115 MPH (184 kph) serves and 
he just put them back like 
nothing. 

“I guess if he hears the name 
Becker, it just makes him play 
much better." 

Agassi, seizing the momen- 
tum with a series of winners on 
his service return, won 10 con- 
secutive points on his way to a 
quick 4-1 lead against Becker. 

When Becker continued to 
struggle at the start of the 
second set, losing nine of the 
first 10 points, he handed his 
racket to a stunned Flaherty. 

“I looked at him and he said, 
’play the point.”' (he ballgirl 
said. "We’re not supposed to 
talk to the players, but Agassi 
signalled it was Ok. so 1 de- 
cided to play. 1 don’t remem- 
ber if 1 hit a forehand or a 
backhand, 1 was so nervous." 


Buser wins Iditarod in record time 


NOME. Alaska (R) — Martin 
Buser beat the record by more 
than two hours Tuesday night 
when he crossed the finish line 
on snowpacked front street 
here to win the 1 , 160-mile 
(1.870-kilometre) Iditarod trail 
sled dog race. 

His official elapsed time of 
10 days. 13 hours, two minutes 
and 39 seconds for the race 
from Anchorage to this Bering 
Sea town broke 1993 champion 
Jeff King's race record by 2‘/2 
hours. 

Buser and his dogs were 
greeted by hundreds of cheer- 
ing fans. Some of them stand- 
ing on parked cars and building 
roofs. They turned out despite 
the minus-9-degree Fahrenheit 
(-22-^) weather.--- — 

Bui the dogs stopped about 
20 fggrCnx-tfietres) short of the 
finish line to roll in the snow 
and stare at the spectators, 
forcing Buser to lead the anim- 
als to the finish line. 


The Swiss-born Buser, now 
a resident of Big Lake, Alaska, 
became the third competitor to 
win multiple Iditarod titles. He 
won his first title in 1992 and 
has joined the other repeat 
winners, five-time champion 
Rick Swenson and four-time 
champion Susan Butcher. 

“The makings of a record 
always come in different 
parts.” Buser told local radio 
station Knom. “There's got to 
be good trail conditions and 
there's got to be good competi- 
tion and. of course, you've got 
to have a good team.” 

Buser's closest competitor 
was 1983 champion Rick 
MacKey, about four hours be- 
hind an. Jhfi. route, tp Nome, 
according to race reports. 

■ At the finish. Buser was 
greeted by his wife and his two 
sons. He was also greeted by 
his mother, who travelled here 
from Switzerland, and whom 


Buser said he has not seen in 
four years. 

The quick victory’ pace was 
especially surprising because 
this year's Iditarod was slowed 
at first by a rearranged start, 
staged over two days instead of 
the usual single day. 

Sparse snowfall around 
Anchorage prompted the 
change to a ceremonial down- 
town start and a relocated 
second-day start, which re- 
duced the distance travelled by 
mushers by at least 20 miles'. 

Buser pioneered the use of 
sprint dogs, bred for shorter 
and faster races. In Iditarod 
teams, it was a smart plan, he 
said at the finish. 

; Fifty-eight mushers began 
the race in Anchorage March 
5. As of Tuesday afternoon, 
three had dropped out and one 
was removed from the com- 
petition by race officials for 
safety reasons. 


Indian Cultural Gathering 

The Indian community in Jordan is holding a cultural 
•gathering on Friday, March 18. All Indians are invited to 
attend. 

Venue: The Indian Embassy premises, the First Circle. 

Time: Events start at 12 noon sharp 

TUTOR IS AVAILABLE 

Tutoring math for all school grades including GCE 
(O and A levels) and Tawjihi. 

Call 816222 after 2:00 p.m. 



U.S. TAXPAYER ASSISTANCE 

A taxpayer service specialist from the U.S. Internal 
Revenue Service will be at the American Embassy 
in Amman on March 30 to April 7 to assist U.S. 
taxpayers. 

A special tax seminar will be conducted on 
Thursday March 31 . and Sunday April 3, at 8:30 
a.m. in the United States information Service 
auditorium at the embassy. Anyone who is in- 

iSSlig 

is necessary. 

Individual assistance will be provided by appoint- 
ment on April 4 to 6. Each taxpayer is advised to 
have a copy of his or her last filed return and to 
have all papers well organised and scheduled to 
the extent possible when appearing for an 
appointment. Appointments may be made by 
calling 820-101, extension 2062. 
income tax forms and information booklets are 
now available in the consular section of the 
embassy. 



SAAB 9000i, white colour, model 1988, full op- 
tions. duty unpaid. 

If interested, please call 684068 


—TWO FURNISHED APARTMENTS 
FOR RENT IN WESTERN SHME1SAN1 

Trie first is a second floor with an area of 200 square 
metres, it consists of three bedrooms, salon, living, dining 
rooms, large kitchen, and three bathrooms. 

The second is a ground floor consisting of two bedrooms, 
sitting and dining rooms, spacious kitchen, glassed-in 
veranda, separate entrance with small garden and garage. 
Each apartment has an independent central heating and 
telephone. 

Location: Western Shmeisani. Abdul Halim A1 Nimr St., 
near Bilal Mosque. Building No. 24. 

Pis. call 685593 or 664256. 


ANNOUNCEMENT 

Photo Competition 

Organised by 

The Royal Society for the 
Conservation of Nature 

On the occasion of Arbor Day, the Royal Society lor the 
Conservation of Nature announces a photo competition, to 
feature nature in Jordan: Flowers, birds, trees or landscapes. 
Conditions: 

1. Each participant should provide between five and 10 
slide-photos, printed, along with the negatives. 

2. The size of the photo should not be smaller than 18 x 12 
cm. 

3. Photos are either in colour or black and white. 

4. Last date for participation is 20/5/1994. 

5. Results, prizes and certificates of the winners will be 
announced at a reception, and an exhibition will be held on 
the occasion of the World Environment Day, Sunday 
5/6/1994. 

6. The prizes: 

Right ticket from Royal Jordanian 
Flight ticket from Middle East Airlines 
Camera (Yashica MF-2) presented by its agent Yacoub 
Berberian and Son Co. 

Four metal Electra frames of excellent quality. 25x30 cm, 
presented by its Agent Yacoub Berberian and Son Co.’ 
Citizen-watch presented by Michael Jewelery/Sall. 

PS: Studio Haig, Agent of Mitsubishi Films, will 
also take part in this competition. 
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Cinema Tel.: 634144 

PHILADELPHIA 

Cinema Tel.: 699238 

PLAZA 

Cinema Tel.: 677420 

CONCORD 

Tel.: 618274 - 618275 

AMMOUN THEATRE 

Tel.: 675571 

NabD A1 Mashini Theatre 

Nabil & Hisham’s Tel.: 625155 

AHLAN THEATRE 

Jean-CIaude Van Damme 

HARD TARGET 

Shows: ll:(X». l:«W- IW0 

Adel Emam in 

TERRORIST 

Shows: 10:00. 12:30. 3:00. 5:00 h:45. S JO. 10:30 

CONCORD *1’ 

Sylvester Stallone — in 

Demolition Man 

Shows: 1130. 3:00. ftJO. R:3oT 10:30 

CONCORD c 2’ 
Women of Desire 

Shows: 5:3H. 7:00. K:45. 10:30 
Special film for children 

Dennis The Menace 

Shows: Il:3*> a.m.. 1:30. 3:1X1 p.m. 

Opening Soon 

A political comedy 
Forbidden X Forbidden 

presents a play entitled: 

AI 11m Nuron 

A popular political comedy 
Actors: Abeer issa, Daoud Jalajel, 
Hassan AI Shaer, Fuad Shomali 
in addition to other comedians 

Every night at 8:15 
Tickets are sold all day 

Coming soon: The next play 

Nabil and Hisham Theatre 
presents 

Ahlan Arab Summit Conferencr 
(play) 

daily at 9:15 p.m. 

Theatre is closed Sundays, Monday 
and Tuesdays 
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NEWS IN BRIEF 


‘Son of Yemeni speaker escapes attack* j 

DUBAI (R) — The son of the speaker of the Yemeni ; 
parliament escaped an assassination attempt in which one of 
his bodyguards was wounded, a Saudi newspaper said on 
Wednesday. London-based A1 Sharq At Awsat said in a report 
from Sanaa that Sheikh Hussein, eldest son of Sheikh 
Abdullah Ben Hussein Al Ahmar, was ambushed on Tuesday 
on his wav to the capital from his tribe's heartland some 60 
kilometres north of Sanaa. Officials and diplomats in the 
Yemeni capital, where offices remain closed for the Eid Al 
Fitr holiday, could not immediately confirm the report. Sheikh 
Abdullah is also leader of the Islamist Islah Party, a member 
of the three-pany coalition government that has been para- 
lysed since August by a row between the two main partners — 
ponies loyal to President Ali Abdullah Saleh and his Vice 
President Ali Salem Al Beedh. Al Sharq Al Awsat said a 
three-car convoy in which Sheikh Hussein was travelling to 
Sanaa was ambushed by unknown armed men. Ther attackers 
escaped. The newspaper said the attempt was unrelated to 
Yemen's political crisis but apparently linked to a dispute 
between Sheikh Ahmar'* Hashed tribal confederation and the 
rival Baked confederation. 

Somali leaders plan conference 

NAIROBI (AP) — A U.N. spokesman said Somali faction 
lenders will meet later this week in Nairobi to plan a 
conference on reducing the tensions in the southern city of 
Kismayo. Ambassador Lansana Kouyate has been meeting 
individually with the faction leaders and is encouraged by 
"their willingness to put their differences behind them and 
look to the future." said U.N. spokesman George Bennett. He 
said details are still being worked out. but that the United 
I Nations hopes (he faction leaders will meet Thursday and 
Friday at the U.N. complex in Nairobi to set the agenda, 
venue and date for a conference in Kismayo. Faction leaders 
in Nairobi include Mohammad Farah Aideed, the main 
warlord in southern Mogadishu. Ali Mahdi Mohammad, 
General Aideed's main rival who controls riorthem Moga- 
dishu: Mohammad Said Hirsi. the warlord whose forces 
control Kismayo; and Omar Jess, an ally of Gen. Aideed's 
whose militia men were driven from Kismayo. Mr. Bennett 
said it was not yet clear which faction leaders would attend the 
meeting this week at the U.N. complex. 

Guerrillas reject U.N options for Sahara 

PARIS (R) — Polisario guerrillas fighting for independence of 
Western Sahara reject two LTnited Nations options for a 
settlement and have reservations about the third, the official 
Algerian news agency APS reported. The agency monitored in 
Paris quoted sources close to the guerrilla movement reacting 
to proposals made by U.N. Secretary-General Boutros Ghali 
to the Security Council on Saturday. Dr. Ghali proposed three 
options to break a deadlock over a U.N. peace plan for the 
IS-y ear-long conflict in the former Spanish colony claimed by 
Morocco. APS said the Polisario rejected two options, either 
to hold a self-determination referendum at the end of this year 
regardless of the views of either side, or to drop the whole idea 
and withdraw most of the U.N. peacekeeping force. On the 
third oprion. to continue talks until the end of June to arrive at 
agreement on the question of who is eligible to vote in the 
referendum, APS said the Polisario expressed reservations 
because it favours Morocco. 

Ruler of Bahrain to visit Syria 

BAHRAIN (AP) — The emir Sheikh Isa Ben Salman Al 
Khalifa, will pay an official visit to Syria on Sunday at the 
invitation of President Hafez Al Assad, it was announced 
Wednesday. Sheikh Isa will lead a ministerial delegation and 
will hold talks with Mr. Assad that will include the Middle 
East peace process "and means of achieving a comprehensive, 
just and lasting settlement." said the announcement carried by 
the official Gulf News Agency. 

Fire kills 7 in German home for aliens 

STUTTGART (R) — Seven people, including two children, 
were killed when a house occupied mainly by foreigners burst 
into flames early Wednesday, German police said. Seventeen 
people were injured, some of them in serious condition. 
German radio said many of the occupants were Pakistanis, but 
police were unable to confirm this. A police spokesman said 
the authorities did not rule out arson in the apartment house 
fire in the southern German city of Stuttgart and that the cause 
w^is being investigated. But he told reporters there was no 
indication it was set off by right-wing extremists, whose 
Livounte firebomb targets are foreigners' homes and hostels 
lor asylum-seekers. 

Clinton to address French assembly in June 

PAklS (K) — US. President Bill Clinton was invited 
Wednesday to address the National Assembly when he visits 
Fm:vc *r. June for celebrations marking the 50th anniversary 
i t»f the allied landings during World war II. Assembly 

j Speaker Philippe Scguin said Mr. Clinton would speak in 
i p.iriuoient ,*n June the day after ceremonies in Normandy 
■ which he w»ll attend with President Ftancuis Mitterrand, 
j l>uccn Llicahcth and six other heads of state and . 

government. 

Tiger kills South Africa TV journalist 

LISBON tAPI — A liger being transferred to South Africa 
b:» kc Hoc from its /oo cage in Angola's war-torn capital and 
J .. South African television cameraman to death, news 
reports said Wednesday. The cameraman, identified as Rick 
l iwhn. wav filming the transfer Tuesday of 29 animals from 
Luanda's 700 to South Africa. The tiger was among a number 
of iimm.ii*. that were drugged for transfer to zoo in South 
Atnca. Apparently, the drug did not take on the tiger who 
attacked The Pan-African Association of Zoos sponsored 
1 uevdav airlift of the animals to Johannesburg and then on to 
eight South African zoos, the Portuguese news agency LUSA 
said. Due to Angola's continuing IS-ycar civil war. Luanda has 
barely enough food to keep its human population properly 
fed Its zoo was neglected and the animals went for day’s 
with; -at Cvitinc. LUSA said zoo guards killed the tiger 
immediately after the attack. 

Shevardnadze undergoes drug test 

I BII.ISI. Georgia (AP) — Georgian leader Eduard Shevard- 
nadze voluntarily underwent a drug test on Wednesday, 
initiating a campaign to cleanse his government of illegal drug 
userv Mr Shevardnadze said last month that many Georgian 
public servants take drugs and promised to fire those caught. 
“Government officials must be free of vices." he said. ''I 
would volunteer to paas a drug lest to start this campaign." He 
fulfilled his promise Wednesday, undergoing the test in the 
Georgian parliament building which houses his offices. Mr. 
Shevardnadze, a former Soviet foreign minister, has faced 
numerous problems since returning to his native Georgia in 
1992. including continuing fighting in the secessionist region ol 
Abkhazia and the virtual collapse of Georgia's economy. 
Georgia also lias been beset by a sharp increase in the crime 
r.?!c ;?rd drug trafficking. 

Bomb shatters Nicosia mosque windows 

NICOSIA (AP) — A bomb shattered the windows of a small 
disused mosque in the Greek Cypriot sector of Nicosia during 
the night, police announced Wednesday. The blast also broke 
window-s in the shopping street where the mosque is located. 
There were no injuries. "It is nor yet dear whether the bomb 
was directed against the mosque." s.«|d police spokesman 
5a was Antoniades. He added ; V '-'.pillion might bz the work 
of agents trying to create tension between the Christian Greek 
and Muslim Turkish Cypriot communities This was the 
second blast against a mosque in the Greek Cypnot sector of 
the divided capital in less than a month. 
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FUNERAL: Thousands of mourners Wednesday 
attend the funeral of Algerian theatre director 
Abdul Qader AUoula, who was shot by unidenti- 
fied gunmen on March 10. Alloula, 55, was flown 


to Paris after the attack but died in hospital four 
days later. His body was flown home Tuesday 
(AFP photo) 


Russia may sign NATO 
partnership this month 


BRUSSELS (R) — Russia has 
indicated to the North Atlantic 
Treaty Organisation (NATO) 
it may sign a key partnership 
deal on closer military links by 
the end of this month, a move 
that would reassure the West 
after increasingly sharp attacks 
from Moscow. 

Alliance sources' told Reu- 
ters on Wednesday NATO bad 
received information through 
diplomatic channels that Rus- 
sia could be ready to sign the 
“Partnership for Peace," 
which the alliance has offered 
to former Soviet republics and 
Eastern European states. 


"The Russians have indi- 
cated they may join by the end 
of the month," said one 
source, who asked not to be 
identified. 

No date has been set but 
Russian Foreign Minister 
Andrei Kozyrev may come to 
NATO headquarters to sign 
the partnership deal, which 
provides for joint exercises, 
training and cooperation in 
areas such as defence planning. 

Many Eastern European 
states such as Poland and Hun- 
gary, anxious to become lull 
members of NATO, have 
joined the scheme since it was 
offered by alliance leaders to 
their former cold war enemies 
at a summit in January. 


Moldova became the 12th 
country to sign on Wednesday. 

But the absence of Russia — 
Europe's biggest military pow- 
er — has worried NATO, par- 
ticularly since Moscow has 
shown signs of moving away 
from reform, worried neigh- 
bouring states like the Baltics 
and criticised Western policy in 
areas like Bosnia. 

Moscow has also attacked 
the partnership scheme, saying 
it did not take into account 
Russia's great power status and 
that it was little more than a 


prelude to expanding NATO's 
borders. 

"There are forces which can- 
not wait to join NATO,” Mr. 
Kozyrev said earlier this 
month. 

Russian President Boris 
Yeltsin has strongly opposed 
NATO taking on any of 
Moscow's former Warsaw Pan 
satellites as foil members, un- 
less Russia is also included. 

NATO has rejected any sug- 
gestion that it should offer 
Russia a special status within 
the partnership, which does 
not include offers of mem- 
bership or security guarantees, 
or that it should allow Moscow 
to keep a “sphere of influence” 
in Eastern Europe. 

The 16-nation NATO says it 
alone will decide if and when 
to take on new members, 
although diplomats concede 
that Russian opposition has 
prevented it from doing so in 
the near future. 

In Moscow. Defence Minis- 
ter Pavel Grachev, taking his 
struggle for more funds to the 
public, warned Wednesday 
that the Russian army was so 
poor it could neither reform 
itself nor defend the country 
properly. 

“We cannot be accused of 
militarism. We are only asking 
for the bare minimum," he 
told a news conference. 

Mr. Grachev said the draft 
1994 budget, approved in prin- 
ciple by the government earlier 
this month, provided for less 
than a half of the army’s needs 
and needed to be revised. 

“If the situation with financ- 
ing does not change, there 
could be no talk about not only 
reforming the army ... but ab- 
out securing Russia's safety as 
well," he said. 

This year's budget, which 
has yet to be approved by 
parliament, allocated the 
armed forces 37.1 trillion rou- 


bles (S22 billion), less than half 
the 80 trillion roubles ($47 
billion) the Defence Ministry 
wants. 

Mr. Grachev said that if the 
amount was not increased, the 
armed forces would be able to 
pay for only a quarter of the 
modem arms it had ordered 
from the military-industrial 
complex. 

That meant many industrial 
gjants would have to lay off 
millions of workers, fanning 
social tensions across the coun- 
try. 

Lack of money would also 
meant that social programmes 
would have to be cut. This 
would add to the miseries of 
thousands of servicemen, 
many of them already uneasy 
about the move from the rela- 
tive comfort of Eastern Europe 
and Germany and some with 
nowhere to live in Russia. 

“We cannot cut military ex- 
penditure endlessly — this 
threatens to damage combat 
ability and aggravate social 
problems in the armed forces,” 
Mr. Grachev said. 

The main planks of Russia's 
military reform are to set up 
mobile units instead of per- 
manently based forces and to 
cut numbers. Mr. Grachev said 
the armed forces should be 
reduced from its current level 
of 2.3 million to 2.1 million this 
year and to 1.9 million next. 

He confirmed that an earlier 
target of a 1.5 million-strong 
army had been dropped as it 
proved too low when his 
analysts did proper calcula- 
tions. 

Mr. Grachev fiercely dismis- 
sed any suggestions that the 
army might step into politics 
and grab power. 

“As long as I am defence 
minister, there will be no milit- 
ary dictatorship. We will 
adhere to the constitution,” he 
said. 


Knesset passes meat-ban bill, 
boosting Rabin’s majority base 


TEL AVIV (AP) — Israel’s 
parliament banned importing 
non-koshcr meat Wednesday, 
paving the way for Prime 
Minister Yitzhak Rabin to re- 
gain a solid majority to back 
his peace policies. 

After a marathon session, 
the Knesset voted 65-10 in the 
bill’s third and final rending 
before dawn. The ultra-relf- 


■ gious Shas Party had made 
passage of the bill a condition 
• of returnine to Mr. Rabin's 


coalition. 

Mr. Rabin has led a minority 
government ever since Shas 
broke away last summer on an 
unrelated issue. But on Mon- 
day. Shas leader Arveh Deri 
initialled a coalition agreement 
expanding Mr. Rabin's support 
in the 120 - soar parliament from 
56 to 62. pending ratification of 
the ban on non-kosher meat. 

Until now. Mr. Rabin's 
peace policies have had the 
backing of five legislators from 


Arab parties giving him a gross 
majority of one. 

The frozen beef import law 
was vehemently opposed by- 
Mr. Rabin's other coalition 
partner, the 12-seat Meretz 
ratty, whose left-wing policies 
are staunchly against religious 
coercion. 

The bill won support from 
the right-wing National Reli- 
gious "Party, even though it 
meant strengthening Mr. 
Rabin's hand, since they could 
not ideologically oppose the 
bill. 

Mr. Rabin has said he needs 
a "Jewish majority" to push, 
through controversial policies 
its negotiations with the 
Palestinians and Syrians. 

Butchers have said that meat 
prices would drop dramatical- 
ly. some estimate by up to 30 

E er cent, if imported non- 
osher meat had been allowed 
into the country. 

The government had used its 


monopoly in the past to pre- 
vent tne import of non-kosher 
meat, meat that fails to meet 
Jewish ritual standards. But 
when Mr. Rabin announced 
plans to privatise the meat 
industry. Shas demanded that 
the unofficial ban be written 
into law-. 

Mr. Rabin pushed a ban 
through the parliament last 
summer, but it was thrown out 
by the supreme court as failing 
to met the constitutional 
guarantee of free enterprise. 

As a result, the government 
last week pushed through leg- 
islation altering constitutional 
law* to say that free enterprise 
must conform to Israel's 
“democratic and Jewish char- 
acter." This means the new 
ban will probably stand up to 
supreme court review. 

The new law will not affect 
the raising of pork in Israel, 
and non-kosher meat packing 
plants will continue to operate. 


Saudi-Iranian row 


flares again over 
quota for pilgrims 


DUBAI (Agencies) — Saudi 
Arabia has strongly attacked 
Iranian spiritual leader Ayatol- 
lah Ali Khamenei and said it is 
baffled by contradictory signals 
from different Iranian leaders. 

An official statement carried 
by the Saudi Press Agency 
(SPA) late on Tuesday de- 
scribed as irresponsible 
charges by Ayatollah 
Khamenei that Saudi Arabia 
was hindering the performance 
of the Haj pilgrimage by Ira- 
nian Muslims. 

"While Iranian President 
Akbar Hashemi Rafsanjani 
continues ro send us messages 
and envoys in order to improve 
ties and bring our points of 
view closer, the religious au- 
thority Ali Khamenei surprises 
us with irresponsible state- 
ments followed by a frenzied 
media '/ campaign." the state- 
ment said. 

The new war of words be- 
tween the two powers that 
dominate the oil-rich Gulf 
seemed inevitable after 
Ayatollah Khamenei made his 
charges in a sermon marking 
- Eid Al Fitr. 

He hinted that Saudi Arabia 
may be acting as a tool of the 
United States. Saudi Arabia's 
ally and Iran's declared enemy. 

"Unfortunately, the issue of 
the Haj has not followed its 
proper course so far this year. 
The Saudi government is put- 
ting obstacles in the way. and I 
do not know why." Ayatollah 
Khamenei said in his sermon 
on Sunday. 

He warned against the Haj. 
which falls due in May this 
year, becoming "another tool 
in the hands of America and 
big powers." 

“We will not pay attention 
to mean statement by some or 
frenzied media campaigns 
aimed at inciting strife among 
Muslims." the Saudi statement 
said. 

"We are much baffled by the 
contradictions of Iranian lead- 
ers when addressing us... 
which camp do we credit and 
with which of the two men do 
we deal?" the Saudi statement 
asked. 

Since some 400 people, 
mainly Iranian pilgrims, died 
in dashes . in . the 1937 . Haj . 


season. The two neighbours 
have often engaged in bitter 
recrimination, most commonly 
as the Haj season approaches. 

Mohammad Mohammadi 
Reyshahri. who has led Iranian 
pilgrims for the past three 
years, said on Tuesday Saudi 
Arabia wants to set a limit of 

55.000 Iranians making the 
Haj this year. 

He said this violated a 1991 
accord giving Iran a quota of 

115.000 under a deal in which 
Tehran and Riyadh restored 
ties and ended a three -year 
Iranian boycott of the pilgrim- 


age 


Saudi Arabia has consistent- 
ly denied that a special deal 
was agreed with Iran on the 
number of pilgrims to b’e 
allowed each year and says 
Iranians must adhere to a 1988 
quota agreed by the Organisa- 
tion of thelslamic Conference. 

Riyadh says the quota sys- 
tem was introduced to ease 
overcrowding at pilgrimage 
sites during extensive expan- 
sion woTk undertaken by the 
Saudi government ttf 
accommodate more than two 
million Muslims who perform 
the Haj rites each year. 

The Saudi statement reas- 
serted the principles of the 
quota system, which sets the 
number of pilgrims from each 
country as one in every 
thousand of Muslims. 

Mr. Reyshahri warned Tues- 
day that Tehran-Riyadh ties 
could suffer unless Saudi Ara- 
bia allowed at least 115,000 
Iranians to the pilgrimage. 

Mr. Reyshahri said Saudi 
Arabia was contravening an 
agreement with Iran by trying 
to limit the number of Ira- 
nians. He called on Riyadh "to 
stop creating problems.” 

“The problems created by the 
Saudis will make Muslims 
think that the Haj ceremonies 
have been turned into a tool in 
the hand of the United States 
and big powers,” the radio 
quoted Mr. Reyshahri as 
saying. 

Last year Mr. Reyshahri re- 
turned from the Haj in a huff 
to protest alleged harassment 
by Saudi forces girded for 
possible Iranian demonstra- 
tions. 


Cleanup keeps Bosphorus 
closed after tanker fire 


ISTANBUL (Agencies) — 
The oil-fouled Bosphorus 
waterway remained dosed for 
a third on Wednesday even 
after a burning tanker was tug- 
ged out of harm's way into the 
Black Sea. 

The death toll from Sunday's 
collision between the 132^ 17- 
dead weight-tonne (DWT) 
Nassia tanker and the 25,400- 
DWT freighter Shipbroker. 
both Cypriot-flagged, rose to 
19, with 10 seamen missing 
presumed dead. 

Anatolian news agency said 
18 of the bodies recovered 
were from the Shipbroker and 
one was from the Nassia. Offi- 
cials said 19 crew members had 
been injured and eight rescued 
unharmed. 

The tanker was still belching 
black smoke from its forward 
tanks after two Turkish tugs 
towed it out of the Bosphorus 
and about 40 kilometres west 
along the Black Sea coast. 

The Istanbul port authority 
said the strait between the 
Mediterranean and Black Seas 
would remain dosed until it 
was safe. Port officials were 
not specific when that might 
be. 

Environment Minister Riza 
Akcali said a 12-man Dutch 
team of firefighters and pollu- 
tion control experts had ar- 
rived to help put out the fire 
and clean the spill. 

He said the blaze was under 
control and that no more ex- 
plosions were expected. 


Ibrahim Tez, state minister 
for maritime affairs, said in a 
statement that the tanker was 
not leaking crude. Other offi- 
cials said only part of the crude 
had burned and the rest re- 
mained inside the tanker. 

Four fire boats poured foam 
onto the blaze and cooled adja- 
cent tanks with water. A brisk 
southerly wind blew the smoke 
away from the shore as tugs 
pulled the Nassiarwestwards in 
choppy seas. 


“The fire is under control, 
but we don’t know how long it 
will take to put it out," Ismail 
Sefa Er, the head of Istanbul 
port authority, told Reuters as 
he monitored firefighting 
efforts from the Karaburun 
coastguard station on the 
Black Sea. 

Istanbul's Deputy Governor 
Ruhi Paker said two ships had 
begun a clean-up effort to 
scoop patches of crude from 
the narrow 30-kilometre strait 
and remove oil washed onto 
the shore. 


. "Although the tanker has 
been removed from the Bos- 
phorus, the channel is still 
closed because of the danger 
that shipping traffic may dis- 
perse the oil patches," Mr. 
Paker told Reuters. 

State Minister Tez said at 
least 80 ships were stacked up 
near the Marmara Sea and*1 
Black Sea entrances to the 
Bosphorus waiting for it to 
reopen. 


Shipping to Iraq’s Umm Qasr port picking up 


BAHRAIN (AP) — Ship traf- 
fic through the Gulf to the 
Iraqi port of Umm Qasr has 
accelerated to the rate of about 
one a week, carrying food and 
other goods allowed under 
U.N. rules, the U.S. Navy said 
Wednesday. 


Shipping to Umm Oasr. 
Iraq's sole outlet to the Gulf, 
has gradually developed since 
November "when Iraq first 
reopened the port after repair- 
ing war damage. 

At the time, ships were sail- 
ing through to Iraq at the rate 
of about once a month com- 
pared to the current rate of 
about one a week. 


U.S. Navy spokesman 
Lieutenant-commander Bruce 
Cole said the latest vessel 
headed for Umm Qasr was the 


Greek-flagged ship Olympic 
Merit over the weekend. 

The vessel was stopped and 
searched by the multinational 
naval force that enforces the 
U.N. embargo. It was found to 
be carrying 28,000 tonnes of 
wheat and was allowed to pro- 
ceed. 

At the same time, a 
Liberian-flagged vessel, the 
Van Harrier, was returning 
from Umm Qasr and allowed 
through to the south after rt 
was determined to be empty. 

After Operation Desert 
Storm evicted Iraqi forces from 
Kuwait, the Security Council 
exempted foodstuffs, medicine 
and other humanitarian sup- 
plies from the Iraqi sanctions. 

A special committee that re- 
views the sanctions every two 
momhs has the right to allow 


other goods through on the 
merit of each request. 

Late last week, a Ukrainian 
vessel, Akademik Artsimo- 
vich, was also allowed to pro- 
ceed northward to Umm Qasr 
even though it was carrying 
agricultural implemets. 

According to Cmdr. Cole, it 
was carrying 51 tractors and 61 
harvesters. “It had an author- 
isation letter from the United 
Nations, so it was allowed 
through,” he said. 

“It's not the first rime that a 
ship with such items has been 
allowed through with U.N. au- 
thorisation." he said. 


There had been no shipping 
to Iraq through the Gulf after 
the war over Kuwait until 
November 1993. 


m a way to prevent a proper 
search. 


He said he assumed the 
Ukrainian vessel was let 
through because it carried im- 
plements intended for agricul- 
ture, and therefore for food. 


The U.S.-led naval force 
concentrated maritime in- 
terceptions m the Red Sea, 
where it monitored the move- 
ment of shipping to Jordan, 
which has land borders with 
Iraq. 

Latest statistics show that 
19,800 ships of various flags 
have been queried by radio for 
enquiries about their destina- 
tion and cargo. 8.700 of them 
stopped and boarded for a 
closer search, and 457 pre- 
vented from continuing uu .11 
trips. 


The U.S. Navy has four 
ships in the Red Sea at present 
for the intercepts, out of a total 
of about 10 it has currently 
deployed in the region. 

The deployed flotilla also 
includes two amphibious 
groups — the USS Pelfleu and 
the USS Inchon groups — cur- 
rently off Somalia. 


Ships are diverted mainly 
because of incorrect manifests 
or because goods are stacked 


An aircraft carrier also has 
been assigned continuously to 
the region. Cmdr. Cole said 
the earner USS Independence 
and its battleships had de- 
Gulf, but that the 
UbS Carl Vinson and its bat- 
tiegroup were currently off 
Japan and on call to reach the 
G^wuhin a short time if 




Element 106 
named 
for university 
professor 


SAN DIEGO (AP) —.The 
106th element in the Periodic 
Table has been named “sea- 
borgiuin” in honour of Nobel 
Laureate Glenn T. Seaborg, a 
University of California che- 
mistry professor. Prof- Sea- 
borg is the co-discoverer of 
plutonium and nine other 
transuranium elements, which 
come after uranium on the 
periodic table and are artifi- 
cially created in particle 
accelerators. The announce- 
ment of the name seaborgjum, 
identified by the chemical sym- 
bol SG. came from the ele- 
ment's co-discoverer, Kenneth 
Hulet, a retired chemist from 
the Lawrence Livermore^ 
National Laboratory. Dr“ 
Hulet made the announcement 
at an American Chemical Soci- 
ety's annual meeting. Prof. 
Seaborg is associate director- 
at-large for the Lawrence Ber- 
keley Laboratory. For dis- 
covering plutonium. Prof. Sea- 
borg shared the 1951 Nobel 
Prize for Chemistry with for- 
mer LBL Director Edwin Mac- 
Millan. Prof. Seaborg was 
chairman of the Atomic Ener- 
gy Commission, now the Nuc- 
lear Regulatory Commission, 
from 1961 to 1971. Seabor- 
gium's discovery was con- 
firmed last summer. 


Woman wins 
imitation 
Hemingway 
contest 


LOS ANGELES (AP) — 
“Then she smiled," Bernice 
Richmond wrote. “She did not 
have to smile. She did not have 
to lick her lips with that ton- 
gue, die kind that would not 
quit. What was she trying to 
do? Was this her way of being 
coy al 1 a.m., or was there a 
poppy seed caught in hetfc 
teeth? Sound bad? You bet. 
Ms. Richmond became the 
first woman winner of the 
annual International Imitation 
Hemingway Competition. Ms. 
Richmond, who owns a greet- 
ing card company in New 
Jersey, said she used "diver- 
gent thinking” to mimic Amer- 
ica’s paragon of masculinity 
and compose a pithy passage 
titled “Here’s To You. “I can 
get into anybody’s head," she 
said. The rules for the contest 
are simple: Send one really 
good page of really bad 
Hemingway. Be funny, be ear- 
nest. "God only knew," Ms. 
Richmond's entry continued. 
“If there was a God. And if 
there was a God and he knew, 
he was not talking. And even if 
he did know and was talking, 
no one would have been listen- 
ing. Not here. Not now." 
“Short and sweet and wonder- 
fully clever," said author Ray 
Bradbury, one of a panel of 
judges that included Heming- 
way's son. Jack Hemingway, 
and novelists John Grisham. 
Willie Morris and Barry Han- 
nah. Ms. Richmond said she* 
was a bit of Papa Hemingwa* 
in her father. “My father was a 
bit of a male chauvinist, so 1 
guess I understand the whole 
Hemingway mindset," she 
said.^Tt probably helped me 
win. When she’s not writing 
testosterone-pumped pastiche, 
Ms- Richmond writes novels 
and sketches “demented draw- 
ings." The winner of the 14th 
annual contest was announced 
Monday at a SlOO-a-plaie ftrnd- 
raiser for PEN. the writers 
group that fights censorship. 


Connoisseurs 
gather at Fine 

Arts Fair 


WAASTRIOIT, Netherlands 
' j * , Rubies, Diamonds 

and Rembrandts. If you are 
wealthy enough to buy them 
you should be here. More than 
150 of the world’s leading gal- 
k”® 5 * collectors and museum 
curator have set up shop, 

22!, " 8 *. 5305,1 ba =aa r of col- 
kn ° w » as the Euro- 

fore L n % An Fair - Even be- 
fa ' r opened to the 
Kd 4,657 visitors 

8 u,ldm (179) each for 
at which a 
rembrandt drawing and a 

Jan Breughel The 
Younger were sold. 'Mt’s very 

because^" 8 !? r the m market 
there's mi rather su 8£ ests that 
nnnJ - more mone y in the eco- 
nomy in general," fair sDokes j 

are rinh » man y fair goers 
sion Th(f fv lmmune 10 reces- 
ranging from e £ com P ass es art 
quities to Egyptian anti- 

Porary. medieval 
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